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Now  available— 

THE  NEW  INSULINS 

•WELLCOME! 

Insulin  Zinc  Suspension  (Amorphous) — Semilente 

with  an  action  of  1 2  to  18  hours 
Insulin  Zinc  Suspension — Lente 
with  a  duration  of  activity  of  about  24  hours 
Insulin  Zinc  Suspension  (Crystalline)— Ultralente 

with  an  action  of  about  24  to  36  hours 

These  new  insulins,  which  are  entirely  of  British  manufacture, 
consist  of  Insulin  with  zinc  suspended  in  a  special  buffer  ;  no  added 
protein  is  present.  They  may  be  mixed  with  each  other  to  give 
intermediate  duration  of  action,  but  they  should  not  be  mixed  with 
other  types  of  insulin. 

The  full  range  of  'Wellcome'  brand  Insulin  products  now  includes 
these  Insulin  Zinc  Suspensions,  unmodified  Insulin,  Globin  Insulin, 
Protamine  Zinc  Insulin  and  Isophane  Insulin  (N.P.H.). 
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"F99" — available  in  capsule,  liquid  and  oint- 
ment forms — is  a  concentrate  of  the  active 
isomers  of  Linoleic  and  Linolenic  acids  of  the 
highest  achievable  purity  and  standardised 
biological  activity. 

It  is  indicated  in  skin  disorders  due  to  essential 
fatty  acid  deficiency  of  dietetic  or  "absorption" 
origin,  i.e.,  chronic  furunculosis,  eczemas  of 
various  types  including  infantile  eczema  and  in 
some  cases  of  acne.  It  is  also  excellent  in  the 
healing  of  all  wounds  free  from  serious  infec- 
tion— particularly  leg  ulcers. 
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PUBLIC  PHARMACISTS 

Changes  of  Officers 

A  MEETING  of  the  council  of  the 
Guild  of  Public  Pharmacists  was  held 
in  London  on  November  28.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Shaw  (president)  informed  the  council 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
terminate  his  membership  of  the  Guild 
on  December  31  as  he  would  be  no 
longer  eligible  for  membership.  The 
council  accepted  his  resignation  with 
regret  and  agreed  to  place  on  record 
their  appreciation  of  his  work.  It  was 
unanimously  agreed  that  Mr.  A.  M. 
Mees  should  be  elected  President  to 
succeed  Mr.  Shaw  and  that  Mr.  G. 
Bryan  should  be  elected  Vice-president. 
The  co-option  of  a  council  member 
to  fill  the  vacancy  was  deferred  until 
the  January  1954  meeting.  The  Guild's 
representatives  on  Committee  "  C  "  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Whitley  Council 
were  instructed  to  press  for  an  answer 
on  the  grading  of  chief  pharmacists 
in  Category  III  mental  hospitals. 

The  attention  of  the  council  was 
drawn  to  an  article  on  the  Dangerous 
Drugs  A.ct,  which  had  appeared  in  the 
November  issue  of  The  Hospital.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  matter  should  be 
referred  to  the  co-ordinating  commit- 
tee of  the  Guild  and  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society.  The  views  of  the  Guild 
on  the  ratio  of  qualified  to  unquali- 
fied staff  in  the  pharmaceutical  depart- 
ments of  hospitals  should  be  conveyed 
to  the  Society  through  the  same  com- 
mittee. A  report  was  received  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Tyne,  Wear  and  Tees 
branch,  at  which  local  staffing  difficul- 
ties had  been  discussed.  The  general 
secretary  (Mr.  J.  Moore)  stated  that 
a  questionnaire  had  been  issued  to 
obtain  a  complete  picture  of  the  staff 
shortages  throughout  the  country  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  all  members 
would  co-operate  by  returning  the 
cards  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

WHITLEY  COUNCIL 
Revised  Scales  for  apprentices 

AT  a  meeting  of  Committee  C  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Whitley  Council  held 
in  London  on  December  4  agreement 
was  reached  on  revised  salary  scales 
for  pre-graduate  apprentices  and  post- 
graduate pharmaceutical  students. 
Details  of  the  agreement  are  being  cir- 
culated to  all  hospital  authorities  in 
the  near  future.  Substantial  progress 
was  made  in  the  formulation  of  a  new 
clause  relating  to  the  higher  qualifica- 
tion allowance.  That  revision  was 
necessary  because  of  the  forthcoming 
change  to  the  Society's  Register. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Staff  Side,  Mr. 
D.  Currie  was  elected  to  represent  the 
committee  on  the  General  Whitley 
Council. 


ATOMIC  ENERGY 
International  co-operation  urged 

PRESIDENT  EISENHOWER  (Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States)  in  an  ad- 
dress to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
United  Nations  in  New  York  on  De- 
cember 8  proposed  that  Governments 
involved  in  the  production  of  normal 
uranium  and  fissionable  materials 
should  "  to  the  extent  permitted  by  ele- 
mentary prudence  "  make  joint  contri- 
butions from  their  stockpiles  to  an 
international  atomic  energy  agency 
which  he  expected  would  be  set  up 
under  the  aegis  of  the  United  Nations. 
The  more  important  responsibility  of 
the  agency  would  be  to  devise  methods 
whereby  the  fissionable  material  would 
be  allocated  to  serve  the  peaceful  pur- 
suits of  mankind.  Experts  would  be 
mobilised  to  apply  atomic  energy  to 
the  needs  of  agriculture,  medicine,  and 
other  peaceful  activities.  He  would  be 
prepared  to  submit  to  the  United 
States  Congress,  and  with  every  expec- 
tation of  approval,  any  such  plan  that 
would,  among  other  considerations, 
encourage  world-wide  investigation  in- 
to the  most  effective  peace-time  uses 
of  fissionable  material  in  the  certainty 
that  they  had  all  the  materials  needed 
for  the  conduct  of  all  the  experiments 
that  were  appropriate. 

HOSPITALS  COMMITTEE 
Changes  in  Constitution 

THE  South-west  Metropolitan  Hospi- 
tal Pharmacists'  Committee,  at  a  meet- 
ing in  London  on  December  1,  accep- 
ted with  regret  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
A.  G.  Shaw  from  the  chairmanship  of 
the  Committee  because  he  is  leaving 
hospital  pharmacy.  Members  gave  him 
their  thanks  for  his  services.  Mr.  A.  E. 
Grimshaw  (St.  Peter's  Hospital,  Chel- 
sea) was  co-opted  in  his  place,  and 
Miss  D.  M.  Jones  (Bolingbroke  Hos- 
pital), Battersea,  and  Mr.  A.  Ogden 
(West  Park  Hospital,  Epsom),  were 
also  co-opted  to  the  Committee.  The 
following  officers  were  elected :  Chair- 
man, Mr.  E.  A.  Cross  (St.  Helier  Hos- 
pital); Vice-chairman,  Mr.  A.  E.  Grim- 
shaw; Treasurer,  Miss  N.  Harries 
(Tooting  Bee  Hospital);  Secretary,  Mr. 
W.  S.  Benjamin  (Lambeth  Hospital); 
Assistant  Secretary,  Miss  D.  M.  Jones. 

KEY  INDUSTRY  DUTY 
Additions  to  chemical  list 

THE  following  articles  have  been  ex- 
empted from  Key  Industry  Duty,  for 
the  period  beginning  December  3,  to 
February  18,  1954: — 2-mo«oAmino- 
ethyl  alcohol;  p-rermutylphenol;  ethyl 
wortocyanoacetate;  maleic  anhydride. 
The  Order  is  the  Safeguarding  of  In- 
dustries (Exemption)  (No.  9)  Order, 
1953.  published  as  S.I.  1953,  No.  1725. 


BLADDER  TUMOUR 
Industrial  injuries  regulations 

REGULATIONS  extending  insurance 
under  the  National  Insurance  (Indus- 
trial Injuries)  Act,  1946  to  papilloma 
of  the  bladder  (see  C.  &  D.,  December 
5,  p.  557)  in  the  case  of  persons  in- 
surably  employed  in  certain  occupa- 
tions involving  the  risk  of  contracting 
the  disease  were  made  on  December  1 
and  came  into  operation  on  December 
5.  They  have  been  published  as  The 
National  Insurance  (Industrial  Injuries) 
(Prescribed  Diseases)  Amendment  (No. 
2)  Regulations,  1953  (S.I.  1953,  No. 
1740,  price  3d.).  The  Regulations  con- 
tain transitional  provisions  relating  to 
persons  who  have  worked  in  any  such 
occupation  since  July  5,  1948  (when  the 
Act  came  into  force)  and  who  have 
already  died  from  the  disease  or  are 
suffering  from  it  on  December  5.  The 
occupations  are  those  involving:  — 
'  (a)  work  in  a  building  in  which  any  of 
the  following  substances  is  produced 
for  commercial  purposes  :  — 

(i)  alpha-naphthylamine,  beta-naphthyl- 
amine  or  benzidine  or  any  of  their 
salts ; 

(ii)  auramine  or  magenta; 

(b)  the  use  or  handling  of  any  of  the 
substances  mentioned  in  paragraph  (i) 
above,  or  work  in  a  process  in  which 
any  such  substance  is  used,  handled 
or-  liberated ; 

(<r)  the  maintenance  or  cleaning  of  any 
plant  or  machinery  used  in  any  such 
process  mentioned  in  paragraph  (b), 
o.  the  cleaning  of  clothing  used  in 
any  such  building  mentioned  in  para- 
graph (a)  if  the  clothing  is  cleaned 
within  the  works  of  which  the  build- 
ing form>  a  part,  or  in  a  laundry 
maintained  and  used  solely  in  con- 
nection with  the  works. 


MEDALLION  OF  MEMBERSHIP:  Badge 
issued  to  members  of  the  International  Academy 
of  the  History  of  Pharmacy  and  intended  to  be 
worn  "  during  proceedings  of  an  official  or 
solemn  character." 
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GOODS  HANDLING 
Touring  lecture  course 

A  COURSE  of  eight  lectures  dealing 
with  materials  handling  has  been 
arranged  by  the  College  of  Produc- 
tion Technology,  Swinford  Old  Manor, 
nr.  Ashford,  Kent,  and  will  go  on  tour 
in  Great  Britain  in  1954.  The  lectures 
treated  with  are:  Basic  principles; 
equipment;  choice  of  equipment;  co- 
ordination of  materials  handling  with 
production;  and  case  studies.  The 
course  will  visit  the  following  towns, 
etc.,  on  the  dates  shown:  — 
Liverpool   and  Isle 

of  Man  January  7  and  8 

Leeds  and  Bradford  January  14  and  15 
Birmingham  ...January  21  and  22 
Manchester  ...  January  28  and  29 

Glasgow  and  West 

Scotland  ...Februa-y  11  and  12 

Nottingham  and 

Leicester  ...February  18  and  19 

Reading,  Guildford 

and  Oxford      . . .  February  25  and  26 

London   March  4  and  5 

Hull,     York  and 

Lincoln  March  11  and  12 

Newcastle  and 

Middlesbrough  ...March  18  and  19 
Blackburn,  Cum- 
berland, West- 
morland, and 

North  Lancashire  March  25  and  26 
In  collaboration  with  the  Inter- 
national Cargo  Handling  Co-ordina- 
tion Association  a  two-day  course  on 
cargo  handling  is  being  held  in  the 
premises  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts, 
London,  W.C.2,  on  February  4  and  5. 

Details  of  the  courses  may  be  ob- 
tained on  application  to  the  college. 

B.P.  PHARMACEUTICS 

Criticisms  at  Society's  Meeting 

IN  discussion  at  the  conclusion  of  Pro- 
fessor Berry's  lecture  (p.  596)  at  an 
evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  London  on  November  18, 
Mr.  C.  J.  Eastland  said  that  fortun- 
ately for  the  examination  candidate  the 
instability  of  the  new  strong  ointment 
of  mercuric  nitrate  did  not  become 
apparent  for  some  days  or  weeks.  An- 
other speaker  said  that  dermatologists 
had  told  him  that  the  new  calamine 
lotion  caused  dermatitis.  Professor 
Berry  reported,  however,  that  derma- 
tologists on  the  Commission  were 
agreed  that  the  phenol  in  the  prepara- 
tion was  not  irritant.  To  Mr.  A.  J. 
Faulks,  he"  said  that  a  surface  sterility 
test  for  implants  had  not  been  included 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia  because  sterility 
could  be  maintained  during  moulding, 
and  to  Dr.  F.  Hartley  that  "  ghost " 
formation  during  the  use  of  compressed 
implants  was  not  serious.  He  told  Mr. 
Phillips  that  adrenaline  hydrochloride 
was  used  in  an  injection  of  procaine 
and  adrenaline  because  the  quantity  in- 
volved was  little  and  did  not  affect  pH; 
also  that  amorphous  penicillin  was  "  on 
its  way  out "  and  would  riot  be  in  the 
next  edition  of  the  B.P.  Mr.  T.  C. 
Denston  reported  that  observations  he 
had  made  of  strong  mercuric  nitrate 
ointment  indicated  that  the  new  for- 
mula gave  a  stable  preparation. 

After  Professor  Linnell's  lecture  Dr. 
Glenn  said  that  spectrometric  methods 
of  assay  introduced  special  problems. 
A  spectrophotometer  altered  its  charac- 
teristics all  the  time,  and  the  alteration 
grew  as  the  monochromator  aged.  He 


thought,  however,  that  with  a  differen- 
tial method  an  accuracy  of  01  to  0  2 
per  cent,  might  be  obtainable.  For 
that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  supply 
of  pure,  authentic  specimens.  Profes- 
sor Linnell  suggested  that  Dr.  Glenn 
had  indicated  his  next  five  years'  work. 
He  told  Dr.  K.  Bullock  that  the  in- 
clusion of  the  sodium  limit  test  for 
potassium  salts  helped  the  production 
of  high-grade  material. 

PHARMACIST  MISSING 
Warrant  for  arrest  issued 

A  WARRANT  for  the  arrest  of  Mr. 
Goronwy  Jones,  M.P.S.,  Bala,  Merion- 
eth, after  he  had  failed  to  appear  at 
Wrexham  County  Court,  where  bank- 
ruptcy proceedings  had  been  started 
against  him,  has  been  issued.  Mr. 
Jones  has  also  been  registered  as  a 
missing  person  at  Bala  police  station. 

IRISH  NEWS 

Import  Duty  on  Ampoules 

UNDER  a  recently  issued  Order  the 
Eire  Government  has  imposed  an  im- 
port duty  on  ampoules.  The  full  rate 
of  duty  is  50  per  cent.,  or  15s.  per 
100  containers  (whichever  is  the  grea- 
ter), and  the  preferential  rate  (apply- 
ing to  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Canada)  331  per  cent,  or  10s.  per  100 
containers.  The  duty  applies  to  her- 
metically-sealed or  rubber-capped  glass 
containers,  other  than  those  stoppered 
at  both  ends,  of  a  capacity  not  ex- 
ceeding 1,250  c.c,  containing  any 
liquid  sterile  substance  or  preparation 
suitable  for  injection,  but  excluding 
the  following :  (a)  Vaccines,  sera, 
toxins,  antitoxins  and  antigens;  (b) 
substances  of  animal  origin  and  syn- 
thetic hormones,  other  than  adrenaline, 
progesterone  and  stilboestrol;  (c)  anti- 
biotics and  preparations  thereof;  (d) 
salts  and  preparations  of  antimony, 
arsenic,  bismuth,  copper,  gold,  iodine 
and  iron;  (e)  vitamins  other  than  those 
of  the  B  group,  vitamin  K  or  its  ana- 
logues; (f)  dextran;  (g)  antihistamine 
substances;  (h)  sulphonamides;  (i)  bar- 
bituric acid  derivatives.  Previously, 
customs  duties  have  been  imposed  on 
certain  constituents  in  medicinal  pre- 
parations, such  as  alcohol,  but  now, 
for  the  first  time,  a  duty  is  imposed 
on  specific  medicinal  products  in  their 
entirety. 

Ulster  Chemists'  Association 

MR.  H.  G.  Campbell  was  unanimously 
elected  president  of  the  Ulster  Che- 
mists' Associa- 
tion at  a  meet- 
ing of  the 
■  Executive  Com- 
mittee on  De- 
cember 1.  He 
was  proposed 
as  president  by 
the  outgoing 
president,  Mr. 
C.  L.  Gordon- 
Rattie,  seconded 
by  Mr.  J.  Mc- 
Gregor. Mr. 
H.  G.  Camp- 
bell, who  is  a 
director  of  a 
business  in  Bal- 
lymoney  is  also  a  member  of  the  local 


Mr.  H.  G.  Campbell 


Pharmaceutical  Committee,  a  member 
of  the  Ballymoney  Uiban  District 
Council  and  of  the  County  Antrim  I 
Health  Committee.  Mr.  W.  H.  Boyd  I 
was  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Campbell 
as  vice-president.  Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin 
was  re-elected  treasurer,  and  Messrs. 
C.  A.  Quinn  and  W.  S.  Hall,  honorary 
secietanes.  Messrs.  J.  A.  McRoberts 
and  Joseph  Wellwood  were  re- 
appointed auditors.  Other  appointments 
were: — Emergency  Committee,  presi- 
dent, vice-president,  honorary  secre- 
taiies,  treasurer,  Miss  C.  E.  Culbert, 
Messrs.  J  C.  Acheson,  J.  Caldwell, 
H.  W.  Gamble,  R.  Gibson,  T.  A.  Gib- 
son, and  J.  McGregor;  Representatives 
on  Joint  Council,  president,  vice-presi- 
dent, Messrs.  C.  A.  Quinn  and  T.  A. 
Gibson;  Representatives  to  attend 
meetings  of  the  Associates'  Committee 
by  invitation,  Messrs.  H.  G.  Campbell 
and  T.  A.  Gibson;  Representatives  on 
Northern  Ireland  Chemists  Federation 
Committee,  Messrs.  H.  G.  Campbell, 
J.  Caldwell,  C.  L.  Gordon-Rattie,  and 
W.  J.  Moffett;  Representative  on  C.F. 
Council,  Mr.  J.  Caldwell  (for  a  further 
two  years);  Representatives  on  Belfast 
Chamber  of  Trade,  Messrs.  J.  C.  Ache- 
son  and  J.  Caldwell;  Representative  on 
Ulster  Tourist  Development  Associa- 
tion, Mr.  A.  Steede.  A  number  of 
associates,  who~e  applications  had  been 
approved  at  a  previous  meeting  of  the 
Associates'  Committee,  were  elected  to 
associateship.  The  secretary  (Miss  A.  E. 
Strachan)  reported  that  advertisements 
for  the  Association's  new  price  list 
were  now  coming  in,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  charges  for  these  should  re- 
main the  same.  A  supper  was  held  after 
the  meeting,  when  Mr.  H.  G.  Campbell 
was  congratulated  on  his  accession  to 
the  chair  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Mcllhagger 
(chairman  of  the  Associates'  Section). 
Mr.  C.  L.  Gordon-Rattie  was  thanked 
for  his  services  during  the  past  year. 
Among  the  principal  guests  were  Mr. 
R.  J.  Jeffers  (chairman,  N.I.C.F.  com- 
mittee), Dr.  J.  H.  P.  Giff,  Messrs.  W.  J. 
Rankin.  H.  Rankin,  J.  F.  Rankin,  J.  A. 
McRoberts,  G.  E.  Mcllhagger,  and 
E.  R.  Wightman  (vice-chairman  of  the 
Associates'  Section). 

President  Welcomes  Guests 

THE  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Northern  Ireland  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Boyd)  welcomed  the  guests  at 
the  annual  dinner-dance  of  the  Society 
in  Belfast  on  November  25.  They  in- 
cluded the  vice-president  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Ireland  (Mr. 
P.  F.  McGrath),  the  treasurer  (Mr. 
H.  P.  Corrigan),  the  registrar  (Mr. 
J.  G.  Coleman),  and  Mr.  G.  O'Neill 
(a  member  of  the  Council). 

Photographic  Exhibition 

THE  Irish  Branch  of  the  Photogra- 
phic Dealers'  Association  held  winter 
photography  exhibitions  in  both  Cork 
and  Dublin  on  November  23  and  24 
respectively.  The  Cork  exhibition  was 
opened  by  Mr.  Lyall  G.  Smith  (presi- 
dent of  the  P.D.A.)  who  introduced 
two  lecturers,  Messrs.  Cecil  Neale  and 
Len  Downing.  Those  exhibiting  in- 
cluded Kodak,  Ltd.;  Ilford,  Ltd.;  P.  C. 
Cahill  &  Co.  (Zeiss  agents);  Johnson 
Bros.  (Agfa  agents);  and  Slattery  Allan 
&  Co.  (Johnsons'  agents). 
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LOCAL  NEWS 

Admitted  as  Drugs 

AT  a  recent  meeting  of  the  London 
Executive  Council  it  was  reported  that 
the  London  Medical  Committee  had 
decided  that  the  following  prepara- 
tions, which  had  been  prescribed, 
were  drugs  in  the  specific  cases  con- 
cerned: Casilan  (2);  cod-liver  oil  and 
malt;  cold  cream  in  ointment;  Collo- 
sol  calamine;  Crookes  cream  zinci;  gin 
in  mixture;  Glucodin;  glucose;  glucose 
tablets;  Innoxa  barrier  cream;  lnnoxa 
cream;  Lacto-Calamine;  Lacto-Cala- 
mine  dusting  powder;  Lactagol;  lano- 
line;  lotio  Lacto-Calamine;  malt  and 
oil;  McKintol;  Midgley's  Medisoap; 
Nivea  cream;  Normacol;  ol.  lavand; 
tabs.  Bemax  (LX);  tabs.  Vichy;  ling, 
aqua,  rosae.  The  committee  found  that 
in  the  specific  cases  concerned  the  fol- 
lowing items  were  not  drugs:  Cod- 
liver  oil  and  malt;  Dettol;  Glucodin; 
Kalorfil;  Radio-Malt. 

Councils  Amalgamation  Opposed 

ABERDEEN   and  Kincardine  Execu- 
tive Council  at  a  meeting  on  December 
3,  unanimously  opposed  a  suggestion 
i  by  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scot- 
land that  their  council  and  the  execu- 
tive   council   for    Aberdeen    city  be 
amalgamated.  The  finance  and  general 
purposes    committee    of    the  council 
stated  that  the  proposed  amalgamation 
did  not  contemplate  a  reduction  to  any 
I  real  .extent  in  the  amount  of  work 
j  performed  by  the  two  councils,  and  it 
was  hoped  to  realise  the  economies  by 
accomplishing    the    same   amount  of 
work  with  fewer  staff. 

Long-service  Presentations 

i  AT  a  function  held  in  Glasgow  recently 
Ifive  employees  of  New  Apothecaries 
Co.,  Ltd.,   Glasgow,  were  each  pre- 
sented with  a  television  set  for  long 
i  service.  The  recipients  were :  Messrs. 
| A.  Annand  (chief  buyer)  (thirty -three 
years'  service);  R.  S.  Dougan  (account- 
ant)  (thirty-one   years);   W.  Graham 
(assistant   warehouse   manager)  (forty 
years);  and  A.  H.  Meldrum' (office  man- 
ager and  cashier)  (thirty-two  years). 

Housing  Estate  Pharmacy  to  Let 

SIX  shops,  including  a  pharmacy,  are 
to  be  let  in  the  Cambourne  Avenue 
housing  estate  in  Westgate,  Kent. 

NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Exchange  of  Pink  Insurance  Cards. 

— The  Ministry  of  Pensions  and 
National  Insurance  states  that 
employers  and  insured  persons  holding 
pink  cards  should  exchange  them  for 
the  new  straw-coloured  ones  at  a 
local  Pensions  and  National  Insurance 
Office  by  December  12. 

Starch-Dextrine  Order  Revoked. — 
The  Starch  and  Dextrine  (Control) 
Order,  1943,  was  revoked  on  Decem- 
ber 6.  The  distribution,  sale  and  use 
of  starch  and  dextrine  were  freed  from 
existing  controls  on  September  27,  but 
to  ensure  a  smooth  transition  from 
control  to  freedom  it  was  decided  to 
retain  licensing  arrangements  until  a 
later  date.  There  are  now  adequate 
supplies  to  meet  the  needs  of  users. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 

A  Question  of  Wording 

The  decision  of  the  London  Pharmaceutical  Committee  that  the  use  of 
the  expression  "  National  Health  Dispensary  "  on  dispensing  labels  con- 
stitutes unpermitted  advertising  is,  as  you  point  out  (p.  565),  "  a  landmark 
of  some  importance."  To  the  "  good  grounds  "  mentioned  for  the  ruling  I 
may  add  another,  namely,  that  as  thus  used  the  description  is  lacking  in 
precision.  The  Oxford  English  Dictionary  begins  its  definitions  with  "  A 
place  in  which  medicines  are  dispensed."  That  description  is  too  vague  for 
use  in  this  connection.  A  pharmacy  contains  "  a  place  in  which  medicines 
are  dispensed,"  but  the  part  is  not  the  whole.  However,  the  O.E.D.  imme- 
diately adds,  as  part  of  the  same  definition:  "Spec,  [i.e.,  specifically]  A 
charitable  institution,  where  medicines  are  dispensed  and  medical  advice 
given  gratis,  or  for  a  small  charge."  And,  equally  important,  the  first  of 
its  quotations,  from  "The  Dispensary"  (1699)  of  Samuel  Garth,  contains 
the  words  "for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor."  The  earliest  recorded  use  of 
the  term,  therefore,  embodies  the  idea  of  a  charity.  That  idea  remained. 
Till  recent  times  dispensaries  of  this  kind  were  familiar:  I  remember  one 
not  more  than  half  a  mile  from  the  present  C.  &  D.  office  and  that  was 
not  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  London.  The  inference  I  draw  is  that 
it  is  essential  to  use  terms  with  precise  connotations  in  a  matter  of  this 
nature. 

The  Intake  of  Apprentices 

A  note  of  warning  was  sounded  by  the  president  of  the  Ulster  Che- 
mists' Association,  Mr.  C.  L.  Gordon-Rattie,  at  the  recent  annual  meeting 
of  the  Association  (p.  562).  The  Association's  committee  was  perturbed, 
he  said,  at  the  "flooding  of  the  market  with  apprentices."  There  were 
signs,  he  added,  that  the  English  and  overseas  demand  for  assistants  and 
qualified  staff  was  drying  up.  That  statement  will,  I  hope,  be  discussed 
by  chemists'  associations  in  many  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Statistics 
of  apprenticeship  and  of  examination,  useful  as  they  are,  may  not  dis- 
close all  that  inquirers  wish  to  know.  The  president's  remark  concerning 
apprenticeship  ended  with  the  words  "  an  already  overcrowded  profes- 
sion." As  I  pointed  out  once  before,  a  pharmacy  that  I  knew — it  no  longer 
exists — was  staffed,  a  century  or  more  ago,  with  four  apprentices ;  the 
policy  was  to  engage  one  once  a  year  or  thereabouts,  so  that  the  senior 
one  might  instruct  the  others,  the  employer  thereby  securing  a  constant 
flow  of  cheap  labour.  That  method  of  conducting  business  is  irrelevant  to 
present  conditions. 

A  Notable  Biography 

Though  biographical  notices  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane  are  found  in  many 
libraries,  no  full-length  biography  of  him  has  appeared  till  recently.  Mr. 
G.  R.  deBeer's  "  Sir  Hans  Sloane  and  the  British  Museum  "  was  wanted. 
The  author  appears  to  have  read  everything  worth  reading,  and  to  have 
consulted  everyone  worth  consulting,  on  the  subject ;  his  book  is  likely 
to  remain  indispensable.  A  remark  of  mine  a  few  weeks  ago  to  the  effect 
that  Sloane  was  too  busy  a  man  to  devote  much  time  to  authorship  is 
confirmed  in  this  account  of  his  career.  An  appendix  shows  that  after  his 
return  from  Jamaica  in  1689,  the  first  of  his  two  principal  works,  a  cata- 
logue of  Jamaican  plants,  appeared  in  1696,  and  the  two  volumes  of  the 
other  work,  "  Natural  History  of  Jamaica,"  in  1707  and  1725  respectively. 
Another  appendix,  an  executors'  summary,  indicates  that  on  his  death  in 
1753  his  books  and  manuscripts  numbered  about  50,000,  and  his  other 
collections  about  80,000  items.  From  1695  to  1742  he  lived  at  the  house 
now  No.  3  Bloomsbury  Place  (to  which  he  added  No.  4  to  store  his 
curios) ;  in  the  adjoining  Bloomsbury  Square  and  Great  Russell  Street 
he  had  among  his  neighbours  Drs.  Mead  and  Radcliffe,  Sir  Richard  Steele, 
and  Sir  Christopher  Wren.  To  his  foresight  the  nation  and  the  scientific 
world  will  always  be  indebted.  The  British  Government  of  1753  made  a 
good  bargain  with  his  trustees. 
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LOCAL  DINNERS  AND  DANCES 


LEEDS 

Over  200  Attend 

The  ladies'  section  of  the  Leeds 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
held  their  annual  gala  dance  on 
November  18.  Over  200  Leeds  phar- 
macists and  their  friends  were  present. 
Messrs.  Carr  (branch  chairman),  J. 
Schofield  (secretary)  and  F.  Mitchell 
judged  an  ankle  competition  for  which 
there  were  a  surprising  number  of 
entries.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carr  presented 
the  prizes  for  all  the  events  held  dur- 
ing the  evening. 

HUDDERSFIELD 

Apathy  of  Members  Criticised 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  suffered 
from  the  apathy  of  its  members,  said 
Mr.  T.  Heseltine  (president  of  the 
Society)  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Huddersfield  branch  recently.  He  was 
replying  to  a  toast  proposed  by  Mr. 
Frank  North,  who  said  that  without 
a  two-year  apprenticeship  before 
qualification  the  student  was  blind- 
folded to  what  followed  qualification. 
Mr.  Heseltine  said  that  the  Society 
expected  help  from  its  members  but 
all  too  often  it  was  not  forthcoming. 
However,  the  Society  was  held  in  high 
esteem  and  was  building  up  a  wonder- 
ful reputation. 

SWANSEA 

Distinguished  Guests 

The  Swansea  and  West  Glamorgan 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
held  its  1953  annual  ball  in  Swansea 
on  November  19  when  there  was  an 
attendance  of  470.  The  chief  guest 
was  Mr.  W.  S.  Howells  (treasurer  of 
the  Society).  Also  among  the  guests 
were  the  mayor  of  Swansea  (Alderman 
D.  J.  Fisher),  Messrs.  D.  Howells 
(chairman  of  the  Cardiff  Branch),  A. 
Bloom  (chairman  of  the  Aberdare  and 
Merthyr  Branch,  and  Turner  (chief 
constable  of  Swansea).  On  the 
morning  of  the  function  a  mayoral  re- 
ception was  afforded  to  Mr.  Howells 
at  the  Guildhall,  Swansea. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
Wholesale  Group  Criticised 

The  Wolverhampton  Branch  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  held  its  annual 
dinner  in  Wolverhampton  recently. 
The  toast,  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society "  was  proposed  by  Dr.  Eva 
Pringle  (deputy  chairman,  South 
Staffordshire  division,  British  Medical 
Association).  In  his  reply,  Mr.  T. 
Heseltine  (president  of  the  Society) 
mentioned  that  there  is  a  possibility  of 
increased  prices  of  some  medical 
products.  One  difficulty  facing  phar- 
macists, he  said,  was  that  a  group 
of  wholesalers  had  decided  that  they 
were  not  prepared  to  supply  certain 
ethical  products  at  the  usual  wholesale 
price,  but  at  a  "  3  per  cent,  uplift." 
"  We  are  not  prepared  to  accept  that 
kind  of  thing,"  he  added.  For  that 
and  other  reasons  he  appealed  to 
pharmacists  to  resist  the  "  apathy  "  that 
he  said  "existed  in  our  ranks." 

CROYDON 

"  Tablet-takers,  Bottle-bibbers  " 

As  "  tablet-takers "  and  "  bottle- 
bibbers  "  the  British  people  were  no 
worse  than  any  others,  said  Dr.  S.  L. 
Wright  (medical  officer  of  health  for 
Croydon)  when  he  replied  to  the  toast 
of  "  The  Guests  "  at  a  dinner  of  the 
Croydon  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  held  in  Croydon  recently. 
There  seemed  to  be  a  feeling,  at  pre- 
sent sponsored  in  some  higher  quar- 
ters, that  the  prescribing  of  medicines 
had  become  almost  an  improper  pro- 
cedure, he  said.  Considering  the  aggre- 
gate expenditure  of  individuals  on 
drink  and  tobacco,  it  was  ludicrous  to 
talk  of  pharmacists  inculcating  reliance 
on  drugs. 

Proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  Phar- 
maceutical Society,"  Mr.  W.  A.  Bill- 
ings (chairman  of  the  branch)  said  that 
the  figure  of  380  represented  the  aver- 
age number  of  prescriptions  dispensed 
every  minute  throughout  day  and 
night.  Mr.  E.  A.  Brocklehurst  (vice- 
president   of   the   Pharmaceutical  So- 


Group  photographed  a(  the  annua,  dinner  and  dance  of  the  Edinburgh 

Branch.  Pharmaceutics  Society  (see  above).  The  men  ,n  the  group  are  ^  f^  mem. 
Mackie  and  T.  Heseltine  (president  of  the  Society). 


ciety)  replying,  thanked  the  Croydon 
Branch  for  the  support  it  had  given 
to  the  Society's  Benevolent  Fund. 

During  the  dance  a  raffle  in  aid  of  , 
the  Fund  raised  £21. 

EDINBURGH 

Editor's  "  Ode  to  Pharmacy  " 

A  company  of  about  150  attended  the 
annual  dinner  and  dance  of  the  Edin- 
burgh and  South-eastern  Scottish 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
in  Edinburgh  on  November  25.  Mr. 
Frank  Hepburn  (chairman  of  the 
Branch)  presided. 

Mr.  -  A.  D.  Macklie  (editor  of  the 
Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch)  propos- 
ing the  toast  of  the  "  Pharmaceutical 
Society,"  commended  the  Society  for  its 
maintenance  of  standards  of  ethics 
and  qualifications.  Mr.  T.  Heseltine 
(president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society),  in  reply,  expressed  the 
appreciation  of  the  Council  of  the 
work  done  by  the  branch  for  pharmacy 
as  a  whole.  He  thought  that  the  "  Ode 
to  Pharmacy,"  which  had  been  written 
for  the  menu  card  by  MacNib  (Mr. 
Mackie)  caught  the  whole  atmosphere 
of  their  profession.  The  ode  runs  as 
follows;  — 

Hail,   Pharmacy,   thou  boon  to  men, 
Healer  of  wounds,  of  wart  and  wen, 
Soother  of  infants,  balm  of  wives,  . 
Saviour  of  megrim-haunted  lives! 
Doctors'  prescription,  fearsome  screed, 
By  instinct  thou  alone  canst  read, 
And  by  some  devilish  cantrip  sleight. 
Construest  their  conundrums  right. 
Some  trace  thy  birth  from  Pluto's  pit, 
From  witchcraft,  wizardry,  and  wit. 
From  alchemy  and  secret  signs, 
And  incantation's  mystic  lines. 
No  matter  whence  thou  reignest  now. 
With  coloured  lights  upon  thy  brow, 
Purveyor  of  white  magic  still, 
Pounder  of  poultice  and  of  pill. 
Commenting    on    the    reference  to 
doctor's   hand-writing,    Mr.  Heseltine 
appealed  to  the  medical  profession  to 
carry  on  as  they  were  doing.    If  the 
patients  were  able  to  read  prescrip- 
tions some  of  the  chemists'  reputation 
would  disappear  (laughter).    He  con- 
gratulated the  Scottish  Department  on 
the  new  laboratories  in  York  Place. 
Such  a  development  was  one  of  the 
finest  things  that  could  be  done  for  the 
student.     Many  had  often  wondered 
why  so  many  English  students  went  to 
Edinburgh  to  qualify.    When  the  new 
feature  became  more  widely  known,  it 
would    attract    many    more  English 
students.   In  the  supplementary  charter 
which  would  come  into  operation  in 
January,     the     Scottish  Department 
would  takes  its  rightful  place.  It  would 
be  no~  longer  a  wing  but  an  integral 
part  of  the  constitution  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.    He  hoped  the  change 
would  give  great  satisfaction  generally 
to  Scottish  pharmacists. 

Mr  S.  Hughan  (chairman  of  the 
Scottish  Executive)  proposed  "The 
Society's  Edinburgh  and  South-eastern 
Branch."  to  which  the  chairman  re- 
plied. "  Our  Guests  "  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  C.  G.  Drummond  and  Mr.  W.  C 
Carmichael  replied. 
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BIRTH 

PETERK1N. — At  Dunbar  Hospital, 
Thurso,  Caithness,  on  November  28, 
to  Helen  (nee  Wallace),  wife  of  James 
Stewart  McConnachie  Peterkin,  M.P.S., 
38  Springpark  Terrace,  Thurso,  a  son 
(Leslie  Stewart). 

MARRIAGES 

DONALD— GEORGE.  —  At  Old 
Parish  Church  Manse,  Helensburgh, 
Dunbartons,  on  November  28,  Robert, 
younger  son  of  Mr.  James  G.  Donald, 
M.P.S.,  18  West  Princes  Street,  Helens- 
burgh, to  Mary  George,  Whincroft, 
Inchberry,  Morays. 

McNICOL  —  SMITH.  —  At  Craigie- 
buckler  Church,  Aberdeen,  on  Novem- 
ber 27,  Donald  McNicol,  Pendreich, 
Bridge  of  Allan,  Stirlingshire,  to 
Doreen  Isobel  Smith  (daughter  of  the 
late  Mr.  James  Smith,  M.P.S.,  Denny). 

DEATHS 

COGHLAN.— On  November  24, 
Mr.  Frederick  Daniel  Coghlan,  M.P.S., 
aged  seventy-six.  Mr.  Coghlan  was  in 
business  at  129  High  Street,  Cowes, 
Isle  of  Wight. 

GARDNER— Recently,  Mr.  Charles 
Albert  Gardner,  M.P.S.,  75  West 
Street,  Sheffield,  1.  Mr.  Gardner  qua- 
lified in  1893. 

GREGSON.— On  November  14,  Mr. 
Harold  Gregson,  M.P.S.,  60  Nunhead 
Lane,  Peckham,  London,  S.E.I 5,  aged 
forty-seven. 

NETTLETON.— On  November  25, 
Mr.  Thomas  Alexander  Nettleton, 
M.P.S.,  24  Brougham  Road,  Wallasey, 
Ches,  aged  fifty-six.  Mr.  Nettleton 
qualified  in  1921  and  was  a  director  of 
Central  Chemists,  Ltd.,  Central  Station, 
Liverpool. 

O'LEARY. — On  November  21,  Mr. 
William  James  O'Leary,  M.P.S.,  358a 
Manford  Way,  Chigwell,  Essex.  Mr. 
O'Leary  qualified  in  1922. 

OXLEY. — On  November  21,  Mr. 
Laurence  Wilfrid  Oxley,  M.P.S.,  c/o 
M.  J.  Deadman,  33  Mount  Drive, 
North  Harrow,  Middlesex,  aged  sixty- 
six. 

ROBINSON.  —  On  November  4, 
Mr.  Walter  Grantham  Robinson, 
M.P.S.,  148  Wadham  Road,  Waltham- 
stow,  London,  E.17,  aged  sixty. 

SCOTT.— On  November  27,  Mr. 
George  Crown  Victor  Scott,  33  Bide- 
ford  Gardens,  Whitley  Bay,  Northum- 
berland, aged  sixty-six.  Mr.  Scott  quali- 
fied as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  1909. 

SEIVWRIGHT— At  an  infirmary, 
Glasgow,  on  December  1,  Mrs.  Chris- 
tina Isabella  MacBrayne  Seivwright 
(wife  of  Mr.  William  Seivwright, 
M.P.S.,  73  Waverley  Street,  Shawlands, 
Glasgow,  S.l). 

SEMPLE. — At  a  hospital,  on  Decem- 
ber 1,  Mrs.  Jessie  Baird  Scott  Semple 
(wife  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Semple,  M.P.S.,  13 
Dryburgh  Avenue,  Rutherglen). 

SHERRIFFS. — At  Deveronlea,  5 
Henderson  Road,  Troon,  Ayrs,  on 
December  4,  suddenly,  Mr.  Alexander 
Sherriffs,  M.P.S.,  aged  eighty-three. 
Mr.  Sherriffs  was  in  business  at  19 
Ayr  Street  as  Alex  Sherriffs  &  Son. 


NEW  COMPANIES 

P.C.  =  Private  Company;  R.O.  =  Registered  Office 

WOOLLEY  (CHEMIST),  LTD. 
(P.C.).— Capital  £3,500.  To  acquire  the 
business  carried  on  by  Ronaid  E. 
Woolley,  M.P.S.,  at  209  Regents  Park 
Road,  Finchley,  Middlesex.  Directors: 
Beatrice  M.  Granger  and  Norman 
H.  D.  Granger  (both  permanent),  and 
Ronald  E.  Woolley. 

PYE  (CHEMISTS),  Ltd.  (P.C.).— 
Capital  £1,000.  To  acquire  the  business 
of  pharmaceutical  and  dispensing  che- 
mists carried  on  by  St.  Helens  Phar- 
macy, Ltd.,  at  53  St.  Helens  Gardens, 
Kensington,  as  R.  Fynn.  Directors: 
Laurence  Pye,  M.P.S.,  and  Henry  G. 
Brownrigg. 

PFIZER,  LTD.  (P.C).  —  Capital 
£50,000.  To  acquire,  manufacture,  dis- 
tribute, import,  export,  and  otherwise 
deal  in  chemical,  medical  and  pharma- 
ceutical products,  etc.  Subscribers: 
J.  M.  Newton  and  Pamela  P.  Geduld. 
The  first  directors  are  to  be  appointed 
by  the  subscribers.  R.O. :  137  Sandgate 
Road,  Folkestone,  Kent. 

DAVID  DAVIES  &  SON  (CHEMI- 
CAL SUPPLIES),  LTD.  (P.C.).— 
Capital  £3,000.  To  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturers'  agents  and  dea- 
lers in  proprietary  medicines,  emul- 
sions, drugs,  chemicals,  etc.  Directors: 
David  Davies  and  Dina  Davies,  3 
Whitehall  Place,  Rumney,  Cardiff. 

THEAKROCK  PHARMACEUTI- 
CALS, LTD.  (PC.).— Registered  No- 
vember 21.  Capital  £1,000.  To  carry 
on  the  business  of  wholesale  and  re- 
tail chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  etc. 
Directors:  Douglas  B.  Theaker, 
M.P.S.,  9  Avondale  Road,  St.  Leo- 
nards on  Sea,  and  James  R.  James, 
M.P.S. 

A.  ROBERTSON  &  SON  (CHEM- 
ISTS), LTD.  (P.C.).— Registered  in 
Edinburgh.  Capital  £10,000.  To  carry 
on  the  business  of  wholesale  and  retail 
chemists,  etc.  Directors:  Henry 
Matthew,  M.P.S.,  Helen  A.  Matthew, 
Margaret  K.  Matthews  and  Ronald 
Kent,  M.P.S.,  118  Albany  Street, 
Dunfermline. 

Company  News 

W.  J.  BUSH  &  CO.,  LTD.  —  Mr. 
E.  L.  Bush  has  been  appointed  manag- 
ing director  and  Mr.  C.  R.  Woods  a 
director  of  the  company. 

GILLETTE  INDUSTRIES,  LTD.— 
Mr.  Henry  Garnett  has  been  appointed 
director-in-charge  of  sales  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Northern  Ire- 
land. 

SMITH  &  NEPHEW  ASSOCIATED 
COMPANIES  GROUP.— A  new  com- 
pany is  to  be  formed  to  market  at 
home  and  overseas,  the  products  manu- 
factured by  the  members  of  the  group, 
T.  J.  Smith  &  Nephew,  Ltd.,  and  Herts 
Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.  The  title  of  the 
new  company,  which  operates  from 
January  1,  1954,  is  Smith  &  NeDhew, 
Ltd.,  and  its  head  office  will  be  in 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts.  Directors 
are:  Messrs.  F.  M.  Medhurst  (chair- 
man), F.  G.  Moore  (vice-chairman), 
C.  W.  Crouch,  G.  A.  Hazlett,  L.  F. 
Long,  L.  A.  Richards,  T.  C.  Simpson, 
and  T.  L.  Whittaker. 


PERSONALITIES 

MR.  R.  H.  HENRIKSEN,  M.P.S., 
has  been  promoted  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Chemistry. 

MR.  G.  BRYAN,  M.P.S.,  London, 
has  been  elected  secretary  of  the 
Staff  Side  of  Committee  C  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Whitley  Council  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Shaw  who  has 
retired  from  the  office. 

MR.  T.  H.  MANSON,  M.P.S. 
(manager  of  the  works  design  and  con- 
struction department,  Evans  Medical 
Supplies,  Ltd.,  Speke,  Liverpool),  has 
been  installed  Worshipful  Master  of 
Acanthus  Lodge,  No.  4624  of  Free- 
masons. 

MR.  WILLIAM  LINFORD  (general 
manager  in  India  for  the  Crookes 
Laboratories,  Ltd.)  sailed  for  India  on 
December  3  after  five  months'  leave 
in  Britain.  Mr.  Linford  first  went  to 
India  in  1935  as  a  representative  of 
the  company  and  took  up  his  present 
appointment  in  1948.  He  has  travelled 
throughout  the  Far  East  on  the  com- 
pany's business,  his  duties  having  taken 
him  to  Thailand,  Burma,  Ceylon, 
Malaya  and  Java. 

BUSINESS  CHANGES 

MR.  R.  S.  JAMES  (a  representative 
of  United  Chemists'  Association,  Ltd., 
Cheltenham)  has  removed  to  7  King's 
Close,  Formby,  Liverpool. 

CINDERFORD  CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY,  LTD.,  have  closed  their 
pharmacy  department  at  27  Market 
Place,  Coleford,  Glos. 

MR.  J.  C.  CHARNLEY  (a  repre- 
sentative of  Coates  &  Cooper,  Ltd., 
West  Drayton,  Middlesex)  has  changed 
his  address  to  7  Higher  Witton  Road, 
Blackburn,  Lanes. 

HOWARD  LLOYD  &  CO.,  LTD., 
state  that  as  from  December  7  all 
orders,  inquiries  and  remittances 
should  be  addressed  to  the  company  at 
Clerk  Green  Mills,  Batley,  Yorks. 

TINDALES,  chemists,  3  St.  Ann's 
Staith,  Whitby,  Yorks,  state  that 
they  are  in  business  only  at  the  above 
address.  A  branch  of  the  business  at 
14  Skinner  Street,  was  closed  about 
twelve  months  ago. 

Appointments 

EVANS  MEDICAL  SUPPLIES, 
LTD.,  Speke,  Liverpool,  19,  have 
appointed  Mr.  R.  W.  Oxtoby  the  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  pharmaceutical 
factory  that  the  company  is  planning 
for  the  Burmese  Government  (see 
C  &  D.,  October  24,  p.  409). 

KODAK,  LTD.,  Wealdstone, 
Harrow,  Middlesex,  have  appointed 
Mr.  C.  E.  Stringer  personal  assistant 
to  the  managing  director.  Mr.  Stringer 
had  asked  to"  be  relieved  of  his  duties 
as  general  sales  manager  (amateur  and 
professional  sales)  because  of  ill-health. 
On  his  return  from  convalescence  he 
will  take  up  his  new  appointment.  Dr. 
A.  Batley  has  been  appointed  the  com- 
pany's general  sales  manager  (home 
sales).  Mr.  C.  Ibbetson  has  been 
appointed  assistant  general  sales  mana- 
ger (home  sales)  and  will  also  be  res- 
ponsible to  Dr.  Batley  for  dealer,  ama- 
teur and  finisher  sales  divisions. 
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THE  WEEK  IN  PARLIAMENT 

By  a  Member  of  the  Press  Gallery,  House  of  Commons 


Major  G.  Lloyd  George,  assured 
Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  H.  Bromley- 
Davenport  on  December  2  that  there 
were  no  grounds  for  concern  about 
possible  danger  from  the  consumption 
of  chemically  caponised  cockerels. 

Lieutenant  -  Colonel  Bromley- 
Davenport  further  asked  the  Minister: 
Is  he  aware  that  if  the  carcass  or  the 
neck  are  boiled  down  into  concentrated 
soups,  the  wretched  public  might 
caponise  themselves? 

Major  Lloyd  George:  It  never 
occurred  to  me. 

Mr.  J".  McoOVern  gave  notice  that 
he  would  raise  the  matter  again. 

Fly  Infestations 

Sir  T.  Dugdale  (Minister  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries)  told  Mr.  H. 
Johnson  on  December  3  that  he  had 
no  evidence  that  the  seaweed  fly 
(Coelopa  frigida)  was  feeding  on  in- 
land vegetation  or  that  it  was  a  men- 
ace to  food  production.  Another  fly 
(Megaselia  plurispinosa)  had  recently 
attacked  crops  in  mushroom  houses  m 
the  south-eastern,  counties  and  had 
caused  consideiable  damage.  Insecti- 
cides had  been  used  but  were  not  en- 
tirely effective.  Other  methods  of  con- 
trol were  being  studied. 

Woodberry  Down  Health  Centre 

Miss  P.  Hornsby-Smith  (Parliamen- 
tary Secretary  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health)  told  Colonel  M.  Stoddart- 
Scott  on  December  3  that  the  whole 
of  the  Woodberry  Down  Health  Cen- 
tre Stoke  Newington,  London,  was  in 
use  except  two  dental  laboratories,  one 
dental  surgery,  a  medical  store  a  clini- 
cal side-room  and  the  doctors  night 
duty  accommodation. 

Medical  Aspects  of  Nuclear  Energy 

Sir  Waldron  Smithers  asked  the 
Minister  of  Supply  on  November  30  it, 
when  drafting  the  Bill  setting  up  the 
atomic  energy  corporation,  he  will  make 
full  provision  for  the  "medical  inter- 
ests "  Mr.  Duncan  Sandys  (Minister  of 
Supply)  replied  that  if  the  questioner 
would  let  him  know  more  precisely  the 
points  he  had  in  mind  he  would  bring 
them  to  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  so  that  he  could 
take  them  into  account. 

Prescriptions  for  Private  Patients 

Mr.  W.  Robson  Brown  asked  the 
Minister  of  Health  on  December  3 
the  reasons  which  prevented  persons 
who  subscribed  to  the  National  Health 
Service  but  who  for  personal  reasons 
desired  to  be  treated  as  private 
patients,  from  obtaining  medical  pre- 
scriptions from  their  doctors  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Health  Service  Act. 

Miss  P.  Hornsby-Smith  (Parliamen- 
tary Secretary  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health)  replied  that  the  Act  provided 
for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  medicines 
only  to  persons  receiving  general  medi- 
cal services  and  general  dental  services 
under  the  Act. 

Fluoridation  of  Water 

Mr.  Henry  Price  asked  the  Minister 
of  Health  on  December  3,  what  action 


he  proposed  to  take  regarding  the 
recommendations  of  the  report  of  the 
United  Kingdom  Mission  which  studied 
the  fluoridation  of  domestic  water  sup- 
plies in  North  America  as  a  means  of 
controlling  dental  caries. 

Mr.  Iain  Macleod  replied  :  The 
Government  has  decided  to  accept  the 
recommendations  of  the  Mission.  In 
conjunction  with  the  Minister  of  Hous- 
ing and  Local  Government,  who  is 
responsible  for  public  water  supplies 
in  England  and  Wales,  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  and  I  propose  to  arrange 
for  studies  to  be  made  in  some  selected 
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communities  of  the  various  aspects  of 
the  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  be- 
fore considering  whether  fluoridation 
should  be  generally  adopted  in  this 
country. 

Inventions  and  Designs  Bill 

In  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Decem- 
ber 1,  the  Inventions  and  Designs 
(Crown  Use)  Bill  was  introduced  for 
a  second  reading,  by  Lord  Mancroft. 
After  criticism  of  the  wide  powers  that 
the  measures  would  give  Governments, 
Viscount  Woolton  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate.  He  mentioned 
that  consultations  with  industry  had 
not  been  finished  when  the  Bill  was 
drafted.  The  adjournment  was  agreed 
to. 


LEGAL  REPORTS 


Alleged    Forged    Prescriptions. — At 

Liverpool,  on  November  30,  Grace 
Ethelwyn  Edwards,  1  Lime  Grove, 
Liverpool,  a  ward  sister  at  Newsham 
General  Hospital  for  the  past  five-and- 
a-half  years,  pleaded  guilty  to  six  sum- 
monses alleging  that  she  procured  tab- 
lets of  pethidine  when  not  authorised 
to  do  so;  stole  forty  dextroampheta- 
mine tablets;  and  obtained  8  fl.  oz.  of 
'•  mixture  No.  3,"  fifty  tablets  of  dex- 
troamphetamine, and  fifty  tablets  of 
sodium  Amytal  by  means  of  a  forged 
document.  In  a  statement,  Edwards 
was  alleged  to  have  said  she  had  to 
take  the  pethedine  tablets  to  continue 
her  duty.  She  had  sinus  trouble  and 
they  kept  her  going  when  she  felt  tired. 
She  was  told  by  the  stipendiary  magi- 
strate that  she  would  be  remanded 
until  December  8. 

Cortisone  without  Duty.— At  Holy- 
head, on  November  25,  George  Charles 
Lawrence,  and  his  wife,  both  of  243 
Great  Russell  Street,  Hockley,  Birm- 
ingham, pleaded  guilty  to  charges  of 
attempting  to  evade  customs  duty  on 
960  tablets  of  cortisone.  In  a  state- 
ment, Lawrence  said  he  had  been 
asked  by  his  employer  to  buy  the  corti- 
sone in  Ireland,  where  it  is  readily 
obtainable.  His  employer's  wife  suf- 
fered severely  from  rheumatoid 
arthritis,  and  Lawrence  had  promised 
to  try  and  buy  it.  He  received  no 
instructions  from  his  employer  about 
payment  of  duty.  It  was  revealed  by 
Mr.  J.  L.  Stewart  (prosecuting)  that 
the  cortisone  had  since  been  released 
to  the  employer's  wife  after  payment 
of  tax  and  duty  amounting  to  £30  had 
been  paid.  Lawrence  was  fined  £5  and 
his  wife  £3. 

Pharmacy  Act  Summonses  Dis- 
missed.— At  Llandudno  magistrates' 
court,  on  November  30,  Macfarlane's 
(Llandudno),  Ltd.,  St.  George's  Place, 
Llandudno,  were  summoned  for  an 
alleged  breach  of  the  Pharmacy  and 
Poisons  Act,  1933.  Hywel  Griffiths, 
M.P.S.,  a  director  of  the  company,  was 
summoned  for  aiding  and  abetting. 
They  pleaded  not  guilty.  The  solicitor 
for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  said 
that  a  woman  employee  of  the  Society 
bought  a  tube  of  seasickness  tablets 
containing  poison.  She  was  served  by 
Mr.  Griffiths.  Later  the  same  day  she 
bought  other  goods  and  was  served  by 
Mr.  H.  Turner  (managing  director  of 
the  company)  who  was  not  a  pharma- 


cist. The  contention  was  that  the  com- 
pany had  not  complied  with  the  Act, 
as  sometimes  the  business  was  under 
qualified  control  and  sometimes  it  was 
not.  The  company  were  not  "  autho- 
rised "  sellers  if  the  shop  was  kept 
open  without  a  qualified  person  in 
charge.  The  company's  solicitor  said 
there  was  an  occasion  when  an  inspec- 
tor of  the  Society  was  refused  service 
by  Mr.  Turner  because  the  tonic  he 
asked  for  contained  poison.  The  only 
evidence  before  the  court  was  that  a 
sale  of  drugs  look  place  in  the  after- 
noon, after  a  sale  of  poison  in  the 
morning,  but  that  did  not  make  the 
morning  sale  unlawful.  Both  sum- 
monses were  dismissed,  the  chairman 
stating  that  the  court  was  not  satisfied 
the  prosecution  had  made  out  a  case. 

"Reckless"  Charges  Against  Hos- 
pital.— In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division, 
London,  recently,  judgment  was  given 
for  Southend  group  hospital  manage- 
ment committee  in  an  action  alleging 
negligence  by  diem  in  the  administra- 
tion of  a  blood  transfusion.  An  opera- 
tion for  hemorrhoids  had  been  suc- 
cessfully performed.  A  week  later  re- 
peated bleeding  occurred  and  four 
transfusions  were  given,  the  last  of 
which  produced  rigors,  nausea  and 
pyrexia  and  had  to  be  abandoned.  The 
patient  recovered,  but  being  still  anae- 
mic was  given  a  fifth  transfusion.  The 
results  were  like  those  from  the  fourth 
and  he  died.  A  pathologist  who  carried 
out  a  post  mortem  examination  attri- 
buted death  to  the  presence  in  the 
blood  stream  of  bacilli  foreign  to  the 
body  but  common  in  water  and  soil 
("  probably  an  .  atypical  coliform  "). 
There  was  no  question  of  the  blood 
groups  being  incompatible.  The  pres- 
ence of  dead  bacilli  in  the  transfused 
blood  could  happen  without  negligence 
on  anybody's  part  and  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  detect.  The  hos- 
pital's own  pathologist  said  that  blood 
from  the  batch  used  for  the  transfusion 
had  been  later  checked  and  rechecked 
for  sterility  and  compatibility  and 
found  correct.  Giving  judgment,  Mr. 
Justice  Hilbery  said  there  was  no  evi- 
dence on  which  a  jury  could  reason- 
ably find  for  plaintiffs.  The  allegations 
indicated  recklessness  in  making  char- 
ges of  negligence.  There  was  nothing 
to  show  that  the  bottle  in  question  had 
been  handled  by  the  house  surgeon  or 
anyone  else. 
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In  Rubber-capped  Vial. — Allen  & 
Hanburys,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  Lon- 
don, E.2,  announce  that  their  speciality 
Laudolissin  is  now  available  in  a  rub- 
ber-capped vial  of  10  c.c. 

Free  Sample. — Beautisales,  Ltd.,  35 
Old  Bond  Street,  London,  W.l,  offer 
to  send  to  any  chemist,  on  receipt  of 
trade  card,  a  generous  free  sample  of 
Gill's  dandruff-remover  shampoo. 

Now  Tax-free.— Riker  Laboratories, 
Ltd.,  29  Kirkewhite  Street,  Nottingham, 
announce  that  since  November  30  their 
hypotensive  specialities  Rauwiloid  and 
Rauwiloid  plus  Veriloid  have  been 
exempted  from  purchase  tax. 

Distribution  Change.— Arrangements 
have  been  completed  under  which  the 
Roxy  watertight  bathing  cap  is  now 
being  distributed  by  Pad  Factories, 
Ltd.,  Coronation  Mills,  Mow  Cop, 
Stoke-on-Trent,  Staffs,  and  18 
Southampton  Road,  London,  N.W.5. 

Bonus  Offers.— W.  B.  Cartwright, 
Ltd.,  Rawdon,  Leeds,  are  giving  one 
bonus  package  of  any  Penetrol  product 
(inhalant,  inhaler,  drops,  pastilles,  tab- 
lets or  vapour  rub),  free  with  every 
dozen  ordered.— Kay  Brothers,  Ltd., 
Hurst  Street,  Reddish,  Stockport,  are 
offering  free  with  first  orders  for 
Mermaid  sponges  one  Mermaid  sponge, 
one  display  basket,  and  showcard  and 
price  tickets. 

Help  for  Small  Exporters.  —  Carr, 
Godden  &  Co.,  exporters  and  manufac- 
turers' agents,  2  Laurence  Pountney 
Hill,  London,  E.C.4,  welcome  the 
opportunity  of  assisting  smaller  manu- 
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facturers  wishing  to  export  chemicals, 
pharmaceuticals  or  surgical  instru- 
ments. Both  partners  have  had  many 
years'  experience  in  the  shipping  and 
export  departments  of  leading  manu- 
facturing houses  in  the  drug  trade. 

Change  of  Ownership.  —  From 
December  18,  orders  and  inquiries 
relating  to  Dispel  air  refresher  and 
Dip  permanent  starcher  should  be 
addressed  to  Advance  Industries,  Ltd., 
116  Buckingham  Avenue,  Slough, 
Bucks  (a  subsidiary  of  Nicholas 
Products  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  members 
of  the  Aspro  group  of  companies)  who 
are  now  the  owners  of  the  businesses 
manufacturing  the  two  products. 

Two  Companies. — G.  D.  Searle  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  manufacturers  of  ethical 
pharmaceutical  products,  17  Man- 
chester Street,  London,  W.l,  ask  us  to 
point  out  that  they  are  not  in  any  way 
connected  with  A.  Searle  &  Co., 
manufacturers  and  importers  of  surgi- 
cal, veterinary  and  dental  instruments, 
Serlanco  House,  245  St.  John  Street, 
Clerkenwell,  London,  E.C.I,  with 
whom  some  inquirers  have  recently 
been  confusing  them,  with  consequent 
delay  in  receiving  goods  ordered. 

Photo-flash  Competitions. — In  order 
to  popularise  flash  photography  still 
further  Johnsons  of  Hendon,  Ltd., 
Hendon  Way,  London,  N.W.4,  are 
offering  prizes  totalling  £100  for  the 
best  flashlight  photographs.  Prizes  are 
three  first  of  £10  each,  five  second  of 
£5  each,  eight  third  of  £3  each,  and 
twenty  fourth  prizes  of  21s.  each,  plus 


consolation  prizes.  The  pictures  may 
be  taken  by  any  form  of  flash,  (open, 
synchronised,  electronic  or  powder) 
and  may  be  indoor  or  outdoor,  day  or 
night.  The  only  stipulations  made  are 
that  the  photographer  shall  himself 
have  performed  the  processing  either 
of  the  negative  or  of  the  print.  Prints 
are  to  be  of  postcard  size  or  larger 
and  preferably  mounted.  There  are 
no  entry  fees,  but  a  label  from  a 
Johnson  product  has  to  be  sent  with 
each  entry,  and  each  competitor  is 
limited  to  six  prints.  A  rules  leaflet  is 
in  course  of  preparation. 

Improved  Ampoule  Pack. — Benger 
Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Holmes  Chapel, 
Ches,  are  shortly  issuing  their  speciality 


AN  APT  DISPLAY  SETTING  :  In  a  window  display  of  Dolphin  bath  and  nail  brushes  (Hughes 
Brushes,  Ltd.,  240  Bath  Road,  Slough,  Bucks).  Mr.  Ernest  Cummins,  M.P.S.,  62  Victoria  Road, 
Scarborough,  gave  them  a  maritime  background  by  adding  shells  and  sponges. 


Ferrivenin  (saccharated  oxide  of  iron 
for  intravenous  administration)  in  a 
new  pack  (illustrated)  incorporating 
the  Ondula  fitting  recently  described  in 
these  columns  and  specially  designed 
to  make  handling  easier  and  prevent 
breakages. 

At  the  Medical  Exhibition.— At  the 
recent  London  Medical  Exhibition 
(C.  &  D.,  November  21,  p.  514)  A. 
Wander,  Ltd.,  42  Upper  Grosvenor 
Street,  Grosvenor  Square,  London, 
W.l,  showed  their  Pasinah  brand  of 
PAS  and  isoniazid  cachets  containing 
1-5  gm.  sodium  PAS  and  25  mgm.  ison- 
iazid; their  Aminacyl  brand  of  4-ben- 
zoyl-p-aminosalicylic  acid— a  drug  that 
has  been  described  in  the  medicaj 
journals  as  an  important  and  advanta- 
geous modification  of  PAS  for  the 
treatment  of  tuberculosis,  which  is 
available  as  either  the  calcium  or 
sodium  salt  and  which  permits  at 
lower  dosage,  bacteriostatic  levels 
similar  to  those  obtained  with  PAS — 
presented  as  cachets  of  1  gm.  calcium 
B-PAS  and  of  15  gm.  sodium  B-PAS; 
and  Alcocol  compound  tablets,  a  new 
modification  of  a  well-established 
preparation  for  treatment  of  causal 
and  symptomatic  disturbances  in 
peptic  ulcer  and  'hyperchlorhydria 
which  are  complicated  by  excessive 
pain  and  hypermotility.  Each  tablet 
contains  aluminium  hydroxide  075 
gm.,  dry  extract  of  belladonna,  0-005 
gm.,  papaverine  hydrochloride  0  2  gm. 
and  benzocaine  0-02  gm. 

Holiday  Arrangements. — The  follow- 
ing have  notified  that  they  will  be 
closed  from  Wednesday  evening, 
December  23,  until  Monday  morning, 
December  28. 

Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  im 
Euston  Road,  London,  N.W.I  (smal 
staff  until  noon  December  24  to  deal 
with  telephoned  orders  and  telegrams). 
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Glaxo  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Green- 
ford,  Middlesex  (skeleton  stall  to  deal 
with  emergency  orders  8.30  a.m.  to  12 
noon,  December  24). 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Staines 
Road,  Hounslow,  Middlesex  (urgent 
prescription  orders  may  be  telephoned 
for  posting  (no  messenger  delivery)  up 
to  mid-day  December  24.  Urgent  re- 
quirements from  John  Bell  &  Croyden, 
50  Wigmore  Street,  London,  W.I.). 

Upjohn  of  England,  Ltd.,  4  Aid- 
ford  Street,  Park  Lane,  London,  W.l 
(stocks  available  through  wholesalers). 

Whiffen  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Carnwath 
Road,  Fulham  (offices  at  North  West 
House,  Marylebone,  open  on  morning 
of  December  24). 

Pfizer,  Ltd.,  137  Sandgate  Road, 
Folkestone  (hospital  pharmacists  re- 
quiring Terramycin  during  that  period 
should  contact  John  Bell  &  Croyden, 
50  Wigmore  Street,  London,  W.l). 

The  following  have  other  arrange- 
ments :  — 

1.  Closed  12  noon  December 
24  until  Monday  morning,  December 
28:— Evans  Medical  Supplies,  Ltd., 
London,  Liverpool  and  Runcorn. 

2.  Closed  from  Thursday  evening, 
December  24,  until  Monday  morning, 
December  28:  Richard  Daniel  &  Son, 
Ltd.,  Derby  and  Ashton-under-Lyne. — 
Evans  Medical  Supplies  (Wales), 
Ltd.,  Swansea.— Evans  Medical  Sup- 
plies (Northern),  Ltd.,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne  (Newcastle  depot  closed  New 
Year's  Day).  Emergency  supplies  to 
customers  of  all  depots  from 
addresses  on  p.  3  of  company's  A 
list). 

3.  Closed  from  Thursday  even- 
ing, December  24,  until  Tuesday  morn- 
ing, December  29.— J.  H.  Haywood, 
Ltd.,  11  Warser  Gate,  Nottingham 
(emergency  service,  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m., 
December  28). 

"Teething"  Powders.— John  Steed- 
man  &  Co.,  272  Walworth  Road,  Lon- 
don, S.E.17,  have  issued  the  following 
statement  for  publication :  "  In  view 
of  the  medical  controversy  as  to  the 
possibility  of  pink  disease  in  children 
being  caused  by  mercurial  poisoning, 
involving  the  further  possibility  that 
the  mercury  might  be  ingested  by  in- 
fants in  taking  soothing  (sometimes 
called  '  teething  ')  powders  containing 
calomel,  John  Steedman  &  Co.  had 
already  decided  some  months  ago  that 
no  further  powders  containing  calomel 
should  be  put  on  the  market.  Prepara- 
tions necessary  for  the  change  were  put 
in  hand  and  the  distribution  of  the 
new  formula,  free  from  mercury,  was 
commenced  at  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember 1953.  Messrs.  Steedman  have 
always  been  in  constant  touch  with 
physicians  and  pharmacologists  of  the 
highest  rank  in  the  country  as  to  the 
prescriptions  which  the  company  make 
up,  and  they  have  at  all  times  accep- 
ted their  advice  and  opinion.  During 
the  period  of  controversy  over  pink 
disease  it  has  generally  been  taken  for 
granted  that  the  case  against  mercury 
(calomel)  as  a  cause  of  the  disease  had 
not  been  proved.  Messrs.  Steedman 
are  henceforth  offering  to  the  public 
a  new  soothing  powder,  free  of  _ calo- 
mel, which  they  are  confident  will  be 
as  good  a  stand-by  for  mothers  and  as 
beneficial  to  their  children  as  were  the 
old  powders  over  the  past  140  years." 
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NEW  PRODUCTS  AND  PACKS 


Extensions  to  Range. — The  Distillers 
Co.  (Biochemicals),  Ltd.,  Fleming  Road, 
Speke,  Liverpool,  19,  announce  the 
availability  from  December  14  of  a 
5-mega  unit  vial  of  Mixtamycin  brand 
streptomycin  with  dihydrostreptomycin 
and  of  a  5-mega  unit  (in  20  mils)  vial 
of  Streptaquaine  brand  solution  of 
streptomycin  sulphate. 

A  Hypotensive  Agent. — In  hyperten- 
sion and  peripheral  vascular  disease, 
Hydergine,  containing  the  methanesul- 
phonates  of  dihydroergocornine,  dihy- 
droergocristine  and  dihydroergokryp- 
tine  in  equal  parts,  is  claimed  to  lower 
the  tone  of  the  vasomotor  centres  in 
the  brain,  block  adrenergic  stimuli  at 
the  effector  organs,  slow  the  heart  rate 
and  improve  the  diastolic  filling  of  the 
heart,  and  reduce  psychomotor  over- 
excitation. The  makers  are  Sandoz  Pro- 
ducts, Ltd.,  134  Wigmore  Street,  Lon- 
don, W.l. 

Erythromycin.  —  Abbott  Labora- 
tories, Ltd.,  3  Wadsworth  Road,  Peri- 
vale,  Greenford,  Middlesex,  state  that 
only  limited  amounts  are  available  of 
their  speciality  Erythrocin  (erythromy- 
cin) and  that  supplies  are  at  the 
moment  restricted  to  clinical  trials  and 
urgent  hospital  cases.    They  hope  to 


make  supplies  of  the  new  antibiotic 
available  to  hospitals  in  about  two  or 
three  weeks'  time. — Upjohn  of  Eng- 
land, Ltd.,  4  Aldford  Street,  Park 
Lane,  London,  W.l,  announce  the 
availability  of  erythromycin  products 
for  the  treatment  of  infections  due  to 
streptococci,  staphylococci  and  pneu- 
mococci.  The  product  is  understood 
to  be  particularly  suitable  in  infections 
due  to  strains  of  organisms  that  have 
developed  resistance  to  other  anti- 
biotics. Each  tablet  contains  100  mgm.; 
the  tablets  are  coated  to  facilitate  dis- 
integration in  the  small  intestine.  Dis- 
tribution is  restricted  to  hospitals. — ■ 
Eli  Lilly  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Basingstoke, 
Hants,  announce  that  supplies  of 
Ilotycin  (brand  of  erythromycin)  tab- 
lets are  now  available  for  sale  to  hos- 
pitals. Ilotycin  is  supplied  in  bottles 
of  twenty-four  tablets  of  100  mgm. 

Eye  Drops  :  A  New  Formulation. — 
Boots  Pure  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  Notting- 
ham, draw  attention  to  their  new  pre- 
paration Ocusol  eye  drops,  containing 
5  per  cent,  sulphacetamide  sodium, 
B.P.,  and  01  per  cent,  zinc  sulphate, 
B.P.,  in  buffered  pH-adjusted  viscous 
medium.  Ocusol  is  issued  in  dropper 
bottles  containing  i  fl.  oz.  It  may  be 
prescribed  on  EC  10  forms. 


ECONOMY  IN  PRESCRIBING 


Paper  on  Bristol  Innovation  Discussed 

Dr  A.  G.  M.  that  hospital  pharmacists  could  give 
much  help  to  consultants:  they  were 
key  men  and  deserved  to  be  listened 
to. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Grainger  (chief  pharma- 
cist, Westminster  Hospital)  said  that  an 
examination  of  the  costs  of  his  depart- 
ment had  shown  that,  apart  from  in- 
gredients, there  was  a  difference  of 
nearly  one  shilling  between  the  over- 
head costs  of  supplying  medicine  from 
an  out-patient  department  and  from  a 
chemists'  shop.  Patients  visiting 
hospitals  were  most  economically  sup- 
plied with  medicine  from  the  hospital 
pharmacy  department.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Shaw  (president,  Guild  of  Public 
Pharmacists)  said  that  the  hospital 
pharmacist  was  in  a  good  position  to 
watch  the  cost  of  drugs.  In  his  hospi- 
tal, antibiotics  represented  30  per  cent, 
of  the  drug  bill.  There  was  too  much 
routine  use  of  antibiotics.  Antiseptics 
were  misused  (for  example,  added  to 
water  for  cleaning  floors).  The  phar- 
maceutical department  should  be 
authorised  to  substitute  for  proprie- 
taries their  official  equivalents. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Wilkinson  (secretary, 
London  Pharmaceutical  Committee) 
declared  that  hospital  and  retail  costs 
could  not  be  compared.  The  retail 
pharmacist's  remuneration  included 
his  "  salary."  It  was  useless  to  make 
economies  on  dru£  costs  if  doctors' 
prescribing  policies  constantly  changed, 
forcing  pharmacists  to  call  for  higher 
dispensing  fees  to  make  up  for  increas- 
ing sums  tied  up  in  redundant  and 
semi-redundant  stock.  That  suggestion, 
Mr.  Hanbury  countered  by  urging  the 
danger  that  the  pharmacist  might  take 
unjustifiable  authority  upon  himself. 
Many  "  equivalents "  were  only 
reputed  ones. 


DISCUSSION  on 

Campbell's  paper  on  prescribing 
economy,  given  at  the  recent  Health 
Services  Conference  (C.  &  D.,  Novem- 
ber 28,  p.  533)  was  opened  by  Mr. 
J.  C.  Hanbury,  who  said  that  when 
penicillin  first  became  available  for 
clinical  trial  its  usefulness  led  to  an 
overvaluation  of  its  potentialities,  and 
resistant  strains  of  disease-causing 
organisms  appeared.  Antibiotics 
seemed  to  be  used  too  much  for  com- 
monplace conditions  amenable  to 
simpler  treatment.  Synergism  was  a 
valuable  method  of  treatment,  but 
mere  "  hoping-for-the-best  "  mixtures 
should  not  be  used.  On  the  other 
hand  the  rational  use  of  expensive 
drugs  could  shorten  a  stay  in  hospital 
and  so  effect  an  economy.  There  must 
be  a  compromise  between  prohibiting 
the  use  of  all  proprietaries  and  allow- 
ing the  prescriber  complete  freedom 
from  all  guidance.  If  an  embargo  were 
placed  on  proprietaries,  imitators 
would  produce  preparations  as 
cheaply  as  possible,  some  without  ade- 
quate analytical  control.  If  the  medi- 
cal and  pharmaceutical  professions 
were  allowed  to  continue  to  "  work 
this  thing  out "  with  minimum  politi- 
cal pressure,  a  middle  course  would  be 
found.  Too  many  doctors  lacked  dis- 
crimination where  proprietaries  were 
concerned  but  the  remedy  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  medical  schools. 

Dr.  Stanley  Thomas  (a  general 
practitioner)  said  that  at  times  he 
received  prescriptions  from  hospi- 
tal colleagues  that  showed  they  were 
inspired  by  "  similar  pieces  of  blotting 
paper "  to  those  referred  to  by  Dr. 
Campbell  in  his  address.  Dr.  W.  D. 
Wood  (senior  medical  officer,  Depart- 
ment of  Health  for  Scotland)  believed 
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CARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY 

A  New  Approach  to  the  Problem 


"  A  new  approach  to  Old  Age  "  was 
the  subject  of  an  address  by  Dr.  O. 
Taylor  Brown  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Dundee  and  Eastern  Scottish  Branch 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on 
November  26.  Dr.  Brown  advocated 
a  preventive  service  to  keep  old  people 
in  good  health;  and  suitable  domicili- 
ary and  hospital  services  to  look  after 
them  when  they  became  ill.  For  any 
scheme  to  be  effective  there  must  be 
close  integration  between  the  general 
practitioners,  local  authority  and  re- 
gional boards,  he  said.  There  was  also 
a  place  for  voluntary  effort. 

At  the  present  time  there  was  one 
person  over  sixty-five  years  old  to  six 
persons  of  working  age,  and  if  the  cur- 
rent population  trend  continued  the 
proportion  would  be  one  to  four  or 
even  less  in  twenty-five  years'  time. 
Old  people  were  officially  women  over 
sixty  and  men  over  sixty-five,  but  for 
practical  purposes  Dr.  Brown  found 
it  more  convenient  to  deal  with  all 
cases  over  sixty  as  within  the  scope 
of  a  geriatric  service. 

Dr.  Brown  recommended  the  term 
"  long-term  sick  "  in  place  of  "  chronic 
sick."  The  introduction  of  new  anti- 
biotics had  saved  the  lives  of  many 
who  would  otherwise  have  succumbed 


between  forty  and  sixty  years  of  age 
and  that  gave  a  greater  number  of 
old  people  who  might  develop  degen- 
erative diseases  associated  with  old- 
age.  The  advance  in  knowledge  of 
therapeutics  of  diseases  of  the  old  had 
not  kept  up  with  those  other  develop- 
ments. The  effects  of  drugs  differed 
in  old  people  compared  with  the 
young.  In  many  cases  doses  had  to 
be  scaled  down  and  some  drugs  elim- 
inated. An  elderly  person  was  liable 
to  mental  confusion;  bromide  was 
often  prescribed  as  a  sedative  but  the 
only  effect  it  had  on  the  elderly  was 
to  produce  more  confusion.  At  that 
stage  the  dose  was  sometimes  increased 
and  a  state  resembling  cerebral  throm- 
bosis produced.  Until  recently  it  was 
quite  usual  to  find  old  people  suffer- 
ing from  bromide  poisoning.  Similarly 
with  barbiturates,  the  old  person  might 
sleep  well  enough  but  be  sleepy  in  the 
morning,  refuse  to  take  adequate 
fluids  and  wake  up  again  late  in  the 
evening  and  require  further  heavy 
sedation.  In  the  geriatric  unit  seda- 
tives were  practically  never  used  and 
when  they  were,  large  doses  of  chloral 
were  found  to  be  most  efficacious  at 
doses  between  gr.  10  and  30.  There 
were  no  after-effects  with  that  drug. 


STATUTORY  COMMITTEE 

Summing-up  of  "  Business  Relationship  "  Case 


AS  already  announced  (C.  &  D., 
December  5,  p.  553),  the  Statutory 
Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety, which  met  in  London  on  Decem- 
ber 2,  gave  its  decision  in  the  case 
(adjourned  from  September  30)  of  a 
body  corporate  that  had  leased  part 
of  its  premises  to  four  doctors 
(C.  &  D.,  October  10,  p.  365).  No 
direction  was  to  be  made  against  the 
company.  The  arrangement  with  the 
doctors  was  found  by  the  Committee 
to  have  been  instigated  by  the  doctors 
and  not  by  the  company;  the  rent  was 
not  considered  to  be  so  low  that  it 
must  have  been  fixed  with  an  eye  to 
the  company's  deriving  increased  pro- 
fits from  the  proximity  of  the  surgery 
to  its  own  premises.  That  opinion  was 
based  on  whether  the  circumstances 
would  have  constituted  misconduct  if 
the  company  had  been  a  registered 
pharmacist.  The  Committee  was  un- 
able to  conclude  that  any  reasonable 
members  of  the  public  would  be  likely 
to  infer,  from  the  proximity  of  the 
two  establishments,  that  an  improper 
relationship  existed  between  the  two 
parties.  The  premises  were  situated  in 
a  large  block  of  property,  and  the 
"  structural  unity  "  was  not  objection- 
able as  it  might  have  been  if  the  phar- 
macy and  the  surgery  were  the  only 
establishments  under  the  one  roof.  It 
was  true  that  all  the  doctors  in  the 
town  were  collected  in  that  surgery, 
but  the  town  was  a  small  one  and  the 
doctors  had  already  been  in  partner- 
ship before  the  arrangement  was  made. 

Dealing  with  the  case  [previously 
considered  in  luly  1952  and  in  Sep- 
tember 1953  (see  C.  &  D.,  1952.11.42; 
and  October  10,  p.  365)]  of  Mr.  Pat- 


rick Joseph  Byrne  whose  address  in  the 
Register  of  chemists  and  druggists  is 
26  Nowell  Terrace,  Harehills  Lane, 
Leeds,  9,  the  Chairman  announced 
the  decision  already  published 
(C.  &  D.,  December  5,  p.  554).  He 
said  that  Mr.  Byrne  (who  was  not 
present)  had  been  before  the  Commit- 
tee in  July  1952  on  a  complaint  of 
drunkenness  when  in  charge  of  a 
pharmacy.  Though  the  complaint  was 
found  proved,  and  the  Committee  de- 
cided that  his  conduct  was  such  as 
to  render  him  unfit  to  be  on  the  regis- 
ter, they  had  adjourned  the  inquiry 
for  a  year.  Mr.  Byrne  had  been  told 
that  the  Committee  would  then  ex- 
pect him  to  produce  references  as  to 
his  conduct  throughout  the  year.  At 
the  September  meeting  Mr.  Byrne  had 
produced  references  which  the  Com- 
mittee regarded  as  insufficient,  and  the 
inquiry  had  been  adjourned  for  further 
references  to  be  produced.  The  further 
references  received  by  the  Committee 
were  not  regarded  as  satisfactory. 
Accordingly  the  name  was  directed  to 
be  removed  from  the  register. 

A  third  case,  adjourned  from  De- 
cember 1952  (C.  &  D.,  1952JI.796), 
concerned  a  pharmacist  who  had  been 
convicted  of  stealing  1  cwt.  of  bis- 
muth carbonate  from  a  hospital  at 
which  he  was  employed.  The  Chair- 
man said  that  the  pharmacist  (who  was 
present)  had  provided  the  Committee 
with  references  from  two  hospitals  at 
which  he  had  been  employed  since 
December  1952.  The  Committee  was 
sufficiently  satisfied  with  those  refer- 
ences and  there  would  be  no  direc- 
tion for  the  removal  of  the  pharma- 
cist's name  from  the  register. 


INQUESTS 

Overdose  of  Teething  Powder.  —  A 

verdict  of  death  by  misadventure  was 
returned  at  an  inquest  at  Stoke-on- 
Trent,  on  December  2  on  a  10-months- 
old  baby  whom  the  jury  decided  died 
from  broncho-pneumonia  due  to  pink 
disease  caused  by  mercury  poisoning 
following  an  "  innocent  overdosage  of 
teething  powder."    The  jury  added  a 
rider  that  they  considered  that  packets 
of  teething  powder  should  be  divided 
at  source  into  the  correct  dose  accord- 
ing to  age.  Evidence  showed  that  for 
six    weeks    a    pathologist,  analytical 
chemists,  and  a  Home  Office  expert 
had  been  investigating  the  death  to 
ascertain  if  teething  powders  contri- 
buted to  it.     A  pathologist  thought 
that  the  pink  disease  resulted  from 
the  large  amount  of  mercury  the  child 
had  been  receiving   in  the  form  of 
teething  powders.     The  coroner  said 
that  analysis  showed  that  the  percent- 
age of  mercurous  chloride  in  the  pow- 
ders was  slightly  less  than  stated  in  the 
maker's  formula.  A  representative  of 
John  Steedman  &  Co.,  makers  of  the 
powders,   said  that  the  powders  had 
been  sold  since   1812  with  the  same 
formula.  Seven  million  were  sold  every 
year.  The  child's  mother  said  that  she 
began  giving  the  child  half  a  powder 
each  week  when  the  child  was  about 
two  months  old,  and  at  six  months  in- 
creased it  to  two  powders  every  week 
or  ten  days.  She  had  two  other  children 
who   had   always   had   the  powders. 
Technical  evidence  was  given  that  mer- 
cury had  been  found  in  the  liver,  kid- 
ney, and  brain  of  the  child.    Dr.  R. 
Teare,   pathologist,   said  that  he  be- 
lieved: that  it  was  possible  to  have  pink 
disease  without  any  mercury  poisoning, 
but  agreed  that  in  the  present  case  the 
probability  of  mercury  poisoning  could 
not  be  excluded. 

Deaths  from  Barbiturates 

Possessed  137  Tablets 

At  an  inquest  at  Westminster, 
recently,  on  a  woman,  a  verdict 
was  returned  of  death  from  bronchial- 
pneumonia  following  narcotic  poison- 
ing. Evidence  was  given  that  the  woman 
had  had  in  her  possession  137  barbi- 
turate tablets.  A  bottle  that  had  con- 
tained some  of  the  tablets  had  been 
seen  to  be  empty  when  the  woman 
was  comatose. 

Suggestion  on  Prescribing 

At  an  inquest  at  Llandudno  on 
October  14,  the  North  Caernarvonshire 
coroner  made  a  suggestion  that  the 
Ministry  of  Health  might  consider  in- 
troducing legislation  to  limit  the  num- 
ber of  barbiturate  tablets  that  could 
be  supplied  to  patients.  The  inquest 
was  on  a  man  whom  a  pathologist  said 
had  died  from  barbiturate  poisoning 
together  with  a  high  degree  of  "  alco- 
holic content."  The  pathologist  stated 
that  it  was  usual  to  prescribe  consider- 
able amounts  of  barbiturate  com- 
pounds, adding :  "  It  is  like  coal-gas; 
if  a  person  wants  to  abuse  it  he  will." 
The  dead  man's  doctor  had  previously 
warned  him  about  the  danger  of  con- 
suming alcohol  while  he  was  taking 
the  barbiturate  tablets  that  had  been 
prescribed.  The  coroner  recorded  a 
verdict  of  death  by  misadventure. 
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proposing  to  give  an  occasional  ser- 
vice by  one  of  its  representatives. 

The  Local  Pharmaceutical  Commit- 
tee wiote  conveying  representations 
from  Belfast  city  centre  chemists  for 
a  morning  rota  service  on  Christmas 
Day  to  replace  the  present  afternoon 
service.  The  committee  ruled  that  it 
would  not  be  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  public  to  make  any  change. 

The  Board's  Pharmacist  drew  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  a  letter 
from  a  chemist  regarding  a  prescrip- 
tion for  syrup  ficorum  co.,  which  the 
doctor  had  directed  to  be  labelled 
syrup  of  figs.  The  chemist  asked  if 
it   was   permissible   for   a   doctor  to 


NORTHERN  IRELAND  HEALTH  BOARD 

Supplementary  Estimate  Approved 

A  supplementary  estimate  of  £133,000 
for  pharmaceutical  services  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Northern  Ireland 
General  Health  Services  Board  at  its 
meeting  on  November  25.  It  makes 
the  total  cost  of  the  service  for  1953-54 
£1,645,000.  The  cost  of  general  medi- 
cal services  was  £1,694,000.  The  Board 
also  passed  a  payment  of  £119,923  as 
an  interim  for  October  1953,  and 
£9,783  as  the  balance  for  August. 

It  was  reported  that  at  a  meeting  of 
the  finance  and  general  purposes  com- 
mittee a  letter  was  read  from  the  Asso- 
ciation of  British  Pharmaceutical 
Industry  to  which  the  secretary,  in 
reply,  wrote  that  the  Board's  Prescrib- 
ing Notes  were  not  intended  to  intro- 
duce any  new  material  but  to  sum- 
marise, for  the  convenience  of  doctors, 
the  more  important  points  on  prescrib- 
ing, and  to  include  in  one  document,  for 
easy  reference,  the  more  commonly 
used  items  from  the  various  lists 
which  a  doctor  must  at  present  consult 
if  he  was  to  follow  the  advice  of  the 
Cohen  committee.  The  committee 
agreed  that  a  copy  of  the  Prescribing 
Notes,  when  it  was  printed,  be  sent 
to  the  Association  for  information. 

The  drug  pricing  committee  again 
received  a  report  on  the  case  of  a 
chemist  against  whom  it  had  been 
alleged  that  he  received  prescriptions 
direct  from  a  doctor  (see  C.  &  D., 
September  19,  p.  287).  The  Board's 
Pharmacist  stated  that  of  the  pre- 
scriptions sent  to  the  Board  in  October 
by  the  chemist  for  payment  41  \  per 
cent,  were  from  the  same  doctor. 

The  Board's  pharmacist  submitted  a 
prescription  for  12.000  units  of  insulin 
for  which  payment  had  been  made  to 
a  chemist.  Investigation  of  the  large 
quantity  ordered  had  revealed  that  the 
doctor  had  intended  to  order  only 
1,200  units,  the  quantity  which  was  in 
fact  dispensed  by  chemists.  The  chem- 
ist, however,  had  coded  14,000  units. 
The  committee  agreed  that  the  amount 
overpaid  to  the  chemist  be  deducted 
from  his  next  payment  and  that  he  be 
warned  that  he  must  clearly  endorse 
on  a  prescription  the  quantity  dis- 
pensed when  that  differed  from  the 
quantity  ordered. 

It  was  decided  that  payment  should 
be  made  to  a  chemist  who  received 
a  prescription  for  two  elastic  adhesive 
trusses  for  infant's  umbilical  hernia, 
but  who  supplied  two  zinc  oxide  um- 
bilical bandages,  and  also  to  a  chemist 
who  supplied  five  original  packs  of 
2j  oz.  on  a  prescription  for  12  oz. 
of  a  proprietary  preparation. 

A  report  was  piesented  to  the  phar- 
maceutical advisory  committee  stating 
that  the  Local  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee had  approved  the  revised  drug 
testing  scheme  which  had  now  been 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  Local  Government  for  approval. 

The  committee  recommended  the 
non-acceptance,  of  an  application  for 
inclusion  in  the  pharmaceutical  list, 
from  a  firm  of  appliance  suppliers.  It 
was  stated  that  the  firm  supplied  one 
type  of  appliance  only,  had  no  pre- 
mises in  Northern  Ireland,  and  was 


direct  a  chemist  to  label  a  prescrip- 
tion with  a  description  that  was  not 
completely  accurate.  The  Board's 
pharmacist  said  he  had  informed  the 
chemist  that  it  was  his  duty  to  carry 
out  the  doctor's  directions  in  the  case. 
The  committee  concurred. 

The  medical  advisory  committee  had 
a  report  on  a  doctor  whose  pi  escrib- 
ing had  been  under  a  close  check. 
The  Board's  pharmacist  submitted  a 
summary  of  prescriptions  for  appar- 
ently excessive  quantities.  Of  219 
forms  issued  by  the  doctor  during  Sep- 
tember, eighty-five  (representing  39 
per  cent.)  were  in  respect  of  liver 
extract  or  oral  liver.  The  committee 
agreed  that  the  facts  of  the  case  should 
be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Board 
with  a  recommendation  that  no  fur- 
ther action  be  taken. 


CONFERRING  CEREMONY  IN  DUBLIN 

Eleven  "  Veterans  "  among  the  Successful  Candidates 


THE  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ire- 
land held  its  1953  licence  conferring 
ceremony  in  Dublin  on  December  1. 
The  hall  was  packed  to  capacity  and 
the  Licentiate  Certificates  were  pre- 
sented to  a  large  number  of  newly 
qualified  pharmacists  by  Mr.  M.  Cos- 
tello  (president  of  the  Society),  who 
was  accompanied  on  the  platform  by 
the  vice-president  (Mr.  P.  F.  McGrath), 
the  treasurer  (Mr.  H.  P.  Corrigan),  Mr. 
J.  K.  Whelehan,  the  registrar  (Mr. 
James  G.  Coleman),  Mr.  R.  Timmoney 
(dean  of  the  College)  and  members 
of  the  examining  and  professorial 
staffs.  There  were  also  present  relatives 
of  the  successful  candidates,  many 
members  of  the  Council,  and  Mr.  Fred 
Storey,  Belfast. 

In  the  course  of  his  address  to  the 
successful  Licentiates  the  President 
said  that  in  his  opinion  no  profession 
placed  upon  its  graduates  such  a  vital 
responsibility  nor  one  of  greater  per- 
sonal portent.  To  discharge  those  re- 
sponsibilities fully  and  properly  they 
would  have  a  duty  to  keep  themselves 
abreast  of  all  advances,  particularly  in 
the  realm  of  modern  chemotherapy. 

Paying  a  tribute  to  eleven  registered 
druggists  who  had  obtained  the  quali- 
fication   of   Dispensing   Chemist  and 


Druggist,  the  president  said  that  they 
had  opened  textbooks — in  some  cases 
after  a  gap  of  thirty  years — attended 
lectures,  and  endured  the  strain  of 
taking  part  again  in  an  examination. 


THE  THREE  CASSIDYS  FROM  THE  WEST, 
who  received  theii  licences  together.  In  the  cen- 
tre of  the  trio  is  Patrick  M.  Cassidy,  Brackloon 
House,  Swinford,  co.  Mayo.  On  his  right  is  his 
sister  Alice  Mary  Cassidy,  and  on  his  left  his 
first  cousin  (also  Alice  Mary  Cassidy)  from 
Ballymote,  co.  Sligo. 

[The  names  of  the  recipients  of  the 
licences  and  of  dispensing  chemist  and 
druggist  certificates  were  given  in  the 
C.  &  D.,  January  31,  p.  98;  May  2, 
p.  434;  August  1,  p.  106;  August  8, 
p.  130;  and  November  7,  p.  458.] 


THE  ELEVEN  NEW  DISPENSING  CHEMISTS  AND  DRUGGISTS  among  whom  the  central  figure 
is  Mr.  Fred  Storey,  Belfast,  who  took  a  deep  interesj  in  the  settlement  of  the  registered  druggist 
question  in  Eire.  With  the  president  and  honorary  officers  in  the  front  row  are  the  examiners  and 
professorial  staff,  with  the  registrar. 
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A  REALLY 
CONVENIENT 
PACK  1'6 

PER  SCREW  LID  TIN 

NO  MORE  PRISING  OFF  LIDS 
WITH  A  THREEPENNY  BIT  OR 
FINGER  NAILS! 

Jelly  Hand  Cleansers  are 
rapidly  coming  into  regular 
use — sell  the  best  and  most 
attractively  packed   of  all 

EVERYONE  NEEDS  SWARFEGA 

The  finest  jelly  hand 
cleanser  on  the  market 

ORDER  NOW  and  be  sure  to  ask  for  the 

NEW  PACK 

Enquiries  through  usual  trade 
channels  or  direct  to — 

DEB  CHEMICAL  PROPRIETARIES  LTD. 

SPENCER  ROAD,  HELPER,  DERBYS.    Tel.:  278 


Gun  oWDERed 


Phone- 
MANSION 
HOUSB 
4405 

(limes) 


M.HAMBURGER&fON5 

MINCING  LANE 


BLETS 


MANUFACTURED 


•  Modern  Plant 

•  Prompt  delivery 

Quality  and  accuracy  guaranteed 

B.P.,  B.P.C.,  &  N.F.  tablets  stocked 


G.O.WOODWARD  &  CO. LTD. 


LARKHALL  WORKS,  NUNHEAD  GREEN,  LONDON,  S.E.15 
NEW  CROSS  0478 


NIGHTDRIVING  CLASSES 


| —The  new  accessory  that 

every  Motorist  wants  I 

Manufacturers:  FISH  OPTICAL  CO.  LTD.* 

|McNeish  House,  261    HARROW  ROAD,  LONDON,  W.2 

Tel.:  CUNNINGHAM  8318  &  8267 
Makers  of  the  world-famous  '  SUNGARD  '  Sunglasses 


I  LL  AM  ALT 


Wa  Manufacturers : 

JEFFREYS,  MILLER  &  CO.  LTD.,  Leyhnd  Mills,  . 

Wlgan.  (London  Department  19  Brookside  Rd.  N.)    BECAUSE    OP    THE    BUTTERSCOTCH  FLAVOUR 


Voice,  Throat 

&  Chest  Pastille* 

TEASDALE  &  CO.  LTD.,  CARLISLE 


SHAVING  BRUSHES 


INFORMATION  WANTED 

The  Editor  would  appreciate  information  about 
suppliers  of  the  following  items: 

Mist,  engergens 
Palmacora  hair  preparations 
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Into  One's  Own  Goal 

In  a  swift  decline  from  its  early  dedication  to  an  educated 
elite,  London's  new  daily  the  Recorder  has  been  running 
a  four-day  "  scare  "  story  more  to  be  expected  (though 
not  the  less  to  be  deplored)  in  a  mass-circulation  "  rag." 
With  its  changes  of  policy  or  lapses  from  good  taste 
we  are  not  concerned,  but  headlines  such  as  "A  Menace 
in  the  Chemist's  shop  "  and  "  Ten  Million  Mistakes — 
at  the  Chemists  "  are  attacks  on  pharmacy  that  cannot 
allowed  to  go  unchallenged. 

The  theme  the  paper  developed  through  four  days' 
instalments  was  that  unqualified  assistants  are  multi- 
plying so  rapidly  that,  unless  steps  are  taken,  they  will 
soon  be  out  of  control ;  that  in  one  area  (Surrey) 
many  errors  in  prescriptions  had  been  attributed  to 
the  unqualified;   that   the  wicked  pharmacists  were 
refusing  to  allow  unqualified  assistants  to  get  trained 
to  avoid  making  mistakes  ;  and  that  multiplying  the 
number  of  cases  (429)  in  which  chemists  had  had  a 
warning,  etc.,  by  the  total  number  of  times  the  total 
of  tests  made  (7,000)  went  into  the  total  of  prescrip- 
tions dispensed  (216,773,000)  produced  a  10-million 
figure  to  demonstrate,  by  implication,  that  National 
Health  Service  patients  were  being  badly  let  down  by 
pharmacists.  Whether,  even  if  they  were  being  let  down  in 
that  way  the  Recorder's  disclosures  would  be  rendering 
a  service  or  disservice  to  patients  and  public,  is  arguable. 
There  can  be  no  argument  about  the  injustice  of  their 
generalised  attack  on  a  responsible  and  honoured  pro- 
fession.  In  its  ignorance,  the  Recorder  describes  as 
"mistakes"  the  matters  referred  back  to  contractors. 
The  Shorter  Oxford  English  Dictionary  defines  a  mis- 
take as  "  a  misconception  of  the  meaning  of  something." 
The  Recorder  therefore,  has  made  the  mistake.  The  429 
pharmacists  were  guilty  of  no  misconception.  They, 
or  the  dispensers  for  whom  they  take  full  responsibilty, 
measured  or  weighed  items  to  an  accuracy  not  within 
the  narrow  tolerances  allowed  to  contractors  under  the 
testing  scheme,   We  say  no  more  than  that,  having 
little  more  knowledge  than  the  Recorder  of  the  extent 
to  which  the  429  went  beyond  those  tolerances.  Without 
in  any  way  condoning  gross  errors,  we  take  leave  to 
doubt,  knowing  what  a  knife-edge  of  accuracy  is  called 
for  to  keep  within  the  tolerances,  whether  many  were 
wide  of  the  margins,  or  whether  any,  were  of  thera- 
peutic significance.   We  hope  that  the  readers  of  the 
Recorder,  whether  or  not  they  have  come  up  to  the 
100,000  believed  to  have  been  the  paper's  original 
target  of  circulation,  are  sufficiently  of  the  hoped-for 
quality  to  recognise  the  "  scare  "  for  what  it  is  and  to 


regard    it    with    due   criticism   and   without  panic. 

We  turn  to  matters  of  domestic  concern  to  pharmacy. 
The  Recorder's  "  story,"  which  began  in  the  issue  dated 
December  4,  was  based  on  an  address  by  a  member 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council  at  Durham 
on  December  3.  Similar  but  less  sensational,  accounts 
appeared  on  the  same  day  in  the  Times,  Manchester 
Guardian,  Daily  Sketch  and  possibly  other  papers.  To 
have  been  dealt  with  so  promptly  the  substance  of  the 
address  must  have  been  circulated  beforehand,  and 
that  could  only  have  been  done  on  the  authority  of 
the  speaker,  and  with  the  professional  assistance  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Press  officer.  Those  con- 
siderations raise  a  most  important  issue,  since  the 
point  of  view  put  forward  in  the  address  represents 
one  that  was  advocated  by  the  Council  at  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  members  and  at  a  meeting  of  Branch 
representatives  held  at  approximately  the  same  date, 
and  at  both  constitutionally  and  decisively  defeated. 
"A  great  deal  more  is  likely  to  be  heard,"  writes  the 
Recorder,  "  for  Mr.  Wilson  and  other  members  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  intend  to  press  their  case. 
They  have  evidently  fought  it  within  their  own  ranks, 
but  without  success.  Now  they  are  taking  it  to  the 
public." 

So  some  members  of  the  Council,  despairing  of  gaining 
a  majority  for  their  veiwpoint,  having  put  up  one  of 
their  number  to  make  a  speech  at  a  Branch  meeting, 
have  circulated  it  to  the  national  Press  (no  copy  was 
received  by  this  organ  of  the  pharmaceutical  Press)  so 
that  the  public  could  be  used  as  a  lever  to  enforce  an 
unpalatable  policy  on  the  membership  as  a  whole. 
Having  opened  their  Pandora's  box,  they  are  no 
doubt  desparately  trying  to  reimprison  all  the  other 
unpleasant  and  unrecognisable  contents  that  have  come 
out  and  are  now  buzzing  around.  Overnight,  and  at 
one  go,  they  have  undone  more  than  all  the  good  work 
the  Press  officer  has  been  patiently  putting  in  on 
pharmacy's  behalf  since  he  was  appointed. 

It  is  on  grounds  both  that  they  are  going  outside 
proper  constitutional  methods  of  getting  their  way  and 
that  they  are  not  using  the  plain  horse  sense  members 
expect  of  their  Council  representatives,  that  these 
Council  members  stand  condemned. 

Some  of  the  members  of  the  Council  are  known 
to  hold  views  both  strongly  and  sincerely.  There  is 
no  detriment  to  them  in  that,  though  there  is  no  justi- 
fication for  such  wildly  inaccurate  and  offensive  state- 
ments as  that  unqualified  dispensers  are  "  multiplying 
like  rabbits  in  Australia  "  (if  there  are  more  unqualified 
dispensers  than  in  1948,  their  number  must  still,  surely, 
be  related  to  the  amount  of  work  done).  They  have 
committed  a  stupid  and  damaging  act,  to  which  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  will  find  it  difficult  and  perhaps 
impossible  to  reconcile  themselves. 

[Since  these  comments  were  written  we  have  received 
from  Mr.  F.  C.  Wilson  the  letter  published  on  p.  591.] 

Ethics  of  Chemist-doctor  Relationships 

The  outcome  of  a  complaint  made  by  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  the  Statutory  Committee 
alleging  misconduct  against  a  superintendent  pharma- 
cist in  respect  of  the  relationship  of  his  company  with 
a  group  of  medical  practitioners  (p.  586)  is  worthy  of 
study,  for  in  such  decisions  the  effect  of  the  Council's 
policy  on  ethics  gradually  displays  itself.  In  the  present 
case  an  unsatisfactory  situation  has  been  revealed. 
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Leaving  aside  for  a  moment  the  facts  of  the  case,  the 
decision  appears  to  imply  that  the  degree  of  responsibi- 
lity of  a  superintendent  in  ethical  matters  is  somewhat 
less  than  that  of  a  proprietor  pharmacist.  The  proprie- 
tor pharmacist  would  seem  to  be  answerable  for  every- 
thing that  goes  on  in  his  pharmacy,  so  far  as  the  con- 
duct and  development  of  the  business  are  concerned. 
The  superintendent  of  a  body  corporate  can,  it  appears, 
regard  his  responsibilities  as  limited  to  his  statutory 
functions  of  management  in  respect  of  poisons  and  the 
control  of  drugs  at  the  retail  establishments  of  his 
company.  Should  any  disciplinary  matter  arise  outside 
those   functions   as   between   his   company   and  the 
Society,  it  would  seem  that  he  can  "  sit  on  the  fence  " 
and  allow  the  authorities  to  pursue  their  remedies  as 
best  they  can  against  other  directors  or  employees,  who 
may  not  be  pharmacists  and  who  may  have  no  interest 
in  the  maintenance  of  reasonable  standards  of  conduct 
in  pharmaceutical  practice.  In  such  circumstances  the 
Society's  position  in  building  up  standards  of  conduct 
is  greatly  weakened,  and  the  aspirations  of  members 
are  frustrated.  There  were  many  who,  when  the  re- 
vised Statement  on  Matters  of  Professional  Conduct 
was  under  discussion  recently,  raised  that  very  point, 
and  asked  whether  every  employee  pharmacist  should 
not  be  called  upon  to  make  acceptance  of  the  Council's 
standards  of  conduct  one  of  the  terms  of  service  with 
his  employers.  The  present  decision  of  the  Statutory 
Committee  emphasises  the  extreme  desirability  of  some 
such  requirement.  Standards  of  conduct  that  cannot  be 
enforced  against  corporate  bodies  must  be  treated  as 
unacceptable  by  pharmacists,  however  well-disposed 
they  may  be  towards  the  Council's  efforts  to  improve 
status.    That  is  especially  true'  when  the  conduct  in 
question  may  have  been  regarded  previously  as  a 
proper  element  of  competition.  The  employee  pharma- 
cist must  be  required  to  add  his  weight  in  the  develop- 
ment of  professional  standards,  and  surely  the  aspira- 
tions of  members  as  a  body  can  be  given  active  support 
without  any  conflict  of  loyalties  as  between  the  em- 
ployer and  the  Society. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Statutory  Committee  went 
out  of  its  way  to  indicate  that  they  would  not  on  the 
facts,  if  the  matter  before  them  had  concerned  a  pro- 
prietor pharmacist,  have  found  his  relationship  with 
the  medical  practitioners  objectionable.  That  is  a  help- 
ful feature  of  the  decision.  Nevertheless,  pharmacists 
can  only  be  puzzled  when  they  find  that  an  allegation 
of  misconduct  made  by  the  Council  of  the  Society 
against  a  member  is  not  supported  by  a  committee 
selected  under  statute  by  the  Council  to  deal  with  dis- 
ciplinary matters.  There  can  have  been  few  facts 
revealed  to  the  Committee  at  the  inquiry  that  were  not 
known  to  the  Council  when  the  complaint  was  lodged. 
The  inference  must  be  that  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  Council  and  the  Committee  as  to 
what  amounts  to  misconduct  in  this  kind  of  relation- 
ship. One  wonders  why  the  Council  should  go  to  the 
length  of  lodging  a  complaint  against  a  member  in 
such  circumstances  and  should,  for  a  second  time,  risk 
the  loss  of  face  involved  in  an  "  acquittal  "  (for  a  simi- 
lar complaint  had  been  rejected  earlier  this  year).  There 
is,  however,  something  in  the  contention  that  standards 
of  conduct  in  pharmaceutical  practice  are  gradually 
being  evolved  and  can  only  be  established  on  prece- 
dents set  by  Statutory  Committee  decisions.  Explora- 
tory submissions  in  ethics  are  not  necessarily  successful, 


but  no  doubt  members  of  the  Society  would  feel  more 
comfortable  if  their  representatives  on  the  Council 
seemed  more  sure  of  themselves  in  these  matters. 

It  may  be  that  on  the  question  of  relationships  be- 
tween pharmacists  and  medical  practitioners  the  Society 
has  overreached  itself  in  trying  to  deal  with  the  prob- 
lem unilaterally,  and  that  more  sympathy  is  needed 
from  the  medical  profession.  When  the  time  arrives 
that  the  General  Medical  Council  considers  it  im- 
proper for  a  medical  practitioner  to  have  an  interest 
in  the  drugs  he  prescribes  for  his  patients  the  Society's 
standard  will  be  more  readily  recognised  by  all  con- 
cerned. The  matter  is  one  in  which  the  ideals  of  the 
two  professions  must  run  together.  Those  of  the  Society 
may  be  quite  estimable,  but  the  Society  must  appear 
presumptous  in  objecting  to  a  business  relationship  be- 
tween pharmacist  and  doctor  that  is  accepted  by  the 
medical  profession.  Certainly  no  punitive  action  should 
be  embarked  upon  against  members  in  this  matter 
until  the  co-operation  of  the  medical  profession  has 
been  secured. 

Mercurial  Teething-powders  Again 

The  passing  of  old  favourites  from  the  Pharmacopoeia 
is  sometimes  slow  to  be  reflected  in  their  disuse  by  the 
public.  Grey  powder,  a  case  in  point,  was  dropped 
from  the  current  Pharmacopoeia  ;  the  use  of  mercury- 
containing  teething-powder  by  the  public  remains 
widespread,  to  judge  by  evidence  submitted  at  a  inquest 
recently  (p.  586). 

By  itself,  that  evidence  might  be  taken  to  exonerate 
mercury  preparations  when  properly  used,  but  circum- 
stances of  the  death  considered  at  the  inquest  seem  to 
bear  out  the  findings  of  a  team  of  investigators  at  the 
Royal  Manchester  Children's  hospital  in  1952  into  five 
cases  of  mercury  poisoning  in  children  who  had  been 
given  mercurial  teething-powders  (see  C.  &  D., 
1952.1.292).  The  jury  at  the  inquest  added  to  their  ver- 
dict a  rider  which,  if  universally  applied,  would  elimi- 
nate or  reduce  mercury  poisonings,  in  the  tragic  form 
disclosed  at  the  inquest.  Unfortunately,  overdosage  of 
mercury  is  specially  difficult  to  guard  against,  because 
it  may  be  brought  about  by  the  continuous  administra- 
tion of  small  doses.  The  problem  whether  to  allow 
mercury  in  teething-powders  requires  urgent  study  with 
a  view  to  action,  if  necessary  by  legislation.  In  the 
meantime,  the  recommendation  of  the  Manchester  team 
that  no  mercury  compounds  should  be  included  in 
teething-powders  deserves  the  most  widespread 
publicity. 

The  London  Medical  Handbook 

British  and  Colonial  Druggist,  Ltd.,  194  Bishopsgate 
London,  E.C.2.  10  x  8i  in.  Pp.  xv  +  112.  1953 
edition.  10s.  6d. 
The  112  pages  comprise  an  extended  list  of  medical  speci- 
alities a  shorter  therapeutic  index  and  (one  p.)  a  list  ot 
medical  homes.  The  medical  specialities  are  given  in 
alphabetical  order  of  proprietary  names  and  information 
as  to  the  maker  or  supplier,  the  composition  and  therapeu- 
tic uses  of  each  product  is  given.  The  therapeutic  index 
provides  cross  references  to  the  products  mentioned  in  the 
specialities  list  which  together  with  the  names  of  non- 
proprietary drugs  are  listed  under  alphabetically  arranged 
names  of  diseases,  etc.,  and  modes  of  treatment.  ihe 
xv  pages  comprise  articles:  "  Present  Day  Trends  in  Medi- 
cine," by  Lord  Horder;  "Surgery  Today,"  by  Sir  Ceci 
Wakeley;  "  Present  Trends  in  Gynaecology,  by  Albert 
Sharman;  and  "  The  Changing  Materia  Medica,  by  Mr. 
H.  S.  Grainger. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Letters  when  received  must  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender,  not  necessarily 
for  publication.  The  Editor  does  not  hold  himself  responsible  for  the  views  expressed. 


STATEMENT  BY  MR.  F.  C.  WILSON 
SIR, — No  one  deprecates  more  than  I  do  the  publicity 
which  has  been  given  to  a  small  part  of  the  talk  which 
I  gave  last  week  to  the  Durham  Branch  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  Let  me  make  clear  the  following  points :  — 
1.    The  subject  of  the  address  was  chosen  by  the  local 
Branch; 

2  The  opinions  expressed  were  my  own  and  were  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  my  colleagues  on 
the  Council; 

3.  In  the  course  of  my  address  I  made  it  clear  that  in 
my  opinion  there  was  no  action  which  the  Society 
could  take  unless  the  members  themselves  wished  to 
reverse  the  decision  made  by  the  1953  annual  meet- 
ing in  the  light  of  a  new  situation.  The  Council 
has  not  had  the  matter  under  discussion  since 
May  1953. 

4  The  statement  by  the  Recorder  that  I  and  other 
members  of  the  Council  intend  to  take  this  matter 
to  the  public  was  made  entirely  on  its  own  initiative. 
That  has  never  been  my  intention  and  so  far  as  I 
am  aware  it  has  never  been  the  intention  of  any 
member  of  the  Council. 

LONDON.  S.W.  18  F.C.WILSON 

[Comment  p.  589]. 

TRADE  UNIONS  IN  PHARMACY 
Sir, — In  his  letter  published  on  November  28,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Armit'age  wrote :  "  Statements  in  the  pharmaceutical  Press 
that  there  is  an  agreement  between  that  union  (U.S.D.A.W.) 
and  the  Association  of  Scientific  Workers  that  the  latter 
shall  not  accept  retail  pharmacists  have  not  been  denied. 
If  that  is  so  the  'closed  shop'  has,  by  an  indirect  route, 
become  a  fait  accompli."  1  have  not  seen  the  statement  to 
which  Mr.  Armitage  refers  but  I  can  tell  your  readers  that 
it  is  incorrect.  We  have  an  agreement  with  the  U.S.D.A.W. 
to  avoid  "  poaching  "  of  each  other's  membership  and  to 
avoid  inter-union  disputes  but,  contrary  to  the  statement 
which  Mr.  Armitage  appears  to  have  accepted,  the  agree- 
ment recognises  the  right  of  both  unions  to  organise  phar- 
macists. If  Mr.  Armitage  thinks  that  the  A.Sc.W.  declined 
to  entertain  a  proposal  that  R.P.U.  members  at  Bristol 
Co-op  should  be  accepted  into  the  A.Sc.W.  so  that  they 
could  meet  the  requirement  of  membership  of  a  trade  union 
affiliated  to  the  T.U.C.,  he  is  quite  correct.  Co-operation 
with  another  union  which  is  dealing  with  difficult  employers 
is  good  trade  unionism  and  for  that  reason  the  A.Sc.W. 
supported  U.S.D.A.W. 

ben  smith,  General  Secretary, 

LONDON,  W.l  ASSOCIATION  OF  SCIENTIFIC  WORKERS 

Sir,— Your  publication  of  my  letter  (C.  &  D.,  p.  544),  and 
your  Leading  Article  (C.  &  D.,  November  14,  p.  495),  have 
produced  two  major  results:  — 

(a)  The  laying  aside,  at  the  moment,  of  the  need  to 
ventilate  matters  further  through  the  columns  of  the 
national  Press,  and 

(b)  my  receiving  letters  from  pharmacists  urging  me,  on 
behalf  of  all  employee  pharmacists  in  the  retail,  to  press 
for  rectification  of  the  present  minority  employee  represen- 
tation on  the  National  Joint  Industrial  Council  for  Retail 
Pharmacy. 

In  order  that  the  profession  may  be  kept  fully  informed 
of  the  present  situation  in  the  Bristol  dispute,  I  would  ask 
you  to  publish  the  memorandum  sent  by  the  pharmacists 
concerned  to  their  employers  (and  also,  I  understand,  to 
the  headquarters  of  the  Union  of  Shop,  Distributive  and 
Allied  Workers). 

G.  H.  armitage,  General  Secretary 

EAST  BARNET  REGISTERED  PHARMACISTS'  UNION 

[The  essentials  of  the  memorandum  are  that  the  co- 
operative pharmacist  employees  concerned  in  the  recent 
dispute  in  Bristol  accepted  under  duress  the  condition  that 
they  should  join  a  union  affiliated  to  the  Trades  Union 
Congress,  and  now  seek  a  more  permanently  satisfactory 
solution.  They  argue  that  the  condition  is  invalid  because 

(1)  it  was  imposed  by  Bristol  Co-operative  Chemists,  Ltd., 
under  threat  of  strike  action  by  the  main  body  of  em- 


ployees in  the  associated  company,   Bristol  Co-operative 
Society,  Ltd.; 

(2)  no   existing   affiliated   union   caters   exclusively  for 
pharmacists; 

(3)  the  requirement  seeks  to  make  continued  employment 
dependent  on  the  acceptance  of  political  associations; 

(4)  the  "  composite  "  union  is  unsuitable  for  the  task  of 
representing  pharmacists  since,  in  accepting  membership, 
the  pharmacists  concerned  had  to  make  the  reservation 
that  in  no  circumstances  would  they  act  on  the  union's 
instructions  in  matters  affecting  their  responsibilities  as 
pharmacists; 

(5)  the  freedom  safeguarded  to  workers  under  amend- 
ments passed  in  1946  to  the  "fair  wages  clause"  is  denied 
when  an  employer  insists  on  membership  of  a  particular 
type  of  union; 

(6)  the  condition  becomes  an  attempt  to  impose  the 
"  closed  shop  "  when  there  is  only  one  union  that  meets 
its  requirements. — Editor.] 

PYROGENS 

Sir, — Commenting  on  the  letter  by  "  another  hospital 
pharmacist "  in  your  issue  of  December  5  (p.  569),  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  suggested  that  the  preparation  of 
perfusion  fluids  was  undesirable  because  it  was  unecono- 
mic. No  reasonable  person  would  suggest  that  hospital 
pharmacists  are  not  fully  competent  to  prepare  such  solu- 
tions; it  is  simply  a  question  of  whether  the  provision  of 
the  necessary  facilities  is  an  economic  proposition.  The 
next  question  is  whether  control  of  pyrogens  is  one  of  the 
necessary  facilities  or  whether  it  is  superfluous.  That  is 
largely  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  no  doubt  the  forthcoming 
symposium  will  see  the  subject  fully  ventilated.  Much  of 
your  correspondent's  letter  is  concerned  with  speculations 
as  to  the  manufacturing  pharmacist's  technique.  He  draws 
heavily  on  his  imagination  for  this  purpose  and  not  un- 
naturally finds  it  easy  to  reach  the  conclusions  that  he 
wishes.  If  batch  sampling  of  sterile  solutions,  whether  for 
pyrogen  testing  or  for  bacteriological  control,  is  carried 
out  properly,  the  margin  of  safety  is  recognised  as  adequate 
both  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  and  by  The  Therapeutic 
Substances  Regulations.  What  is  good  enough  for  them 
should  be  good  enough  for  your  correspondent. 

PHARMACONOMIST 

P.A.T.A.  ELECTION 

Sir, — I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  for  the  past  nine  years  and  am  eager  to  continue 
this  work.  If  members  have  not  already  voted,  I  hope 
they  will  do  so  before  December  14. 

CASTLEFORD  CHARLES  S.  CHALLINOR 

Sir, — The  voting  papers  for  election  to  the  com- 
mittee representing  the  retail  section  of  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association  Council  are  now  in  the  hands 
of  electors,  and  the  West  Kent  branch  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  would  like  to  enlist  support  for 
one  of  its  members.  Mr.  W.  T.  Stoyle  was  co-opted 
to  the  committee  and  is  now  a  candidate  for  election. 
He  is  very  active  in  pharmaceutical  spheres  in  the  West 
Kent  area  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  national  confer- 
ences where  he  has  proved  himself  an  able  debater.  We 
are  sure  that  Mr.  Stoyle  is  well  equipped  to  voice  our 
point  of  view  on  the  P.A.T.A.  Council,  and  at  this 
particular  time  we  retailers  need  to  make  our  opinions 
known.  Voting  papers  must  be  in  by  December  15  and 
we  hope  Mr.  Stoyle  will  be  able  to  continue  his  work 
on  the  council. 

bromley,  kent  c.  w.  E.  holden.  Secretary, 

WEST  KENT  N.P.U.  BRANCH 

ALAS  ! 

Sir, — If  Mr.  Patrick  can  return  from  his  holiday  to  find 
that  his  "  opponent "  over  the  road  is  to  have  as  a  com- 
petitor (next  door)  another  Boots  and  not  feel  sorry  for 
him,  then  I  am  sorry  for  Mr.  Patrick. 

ROMFORD  A.  W.  DANIEL 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN 

Monthly  Meeting  of  Council 


A  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  held  in  London  on  December  2,  the  president  (Mr.  T. 
Heseltine)  in  the  chair.  _  '  ^ 

A  letter  from  the  Privy  Council  office  intimated  that  the 
Queen  had  granted  the  Society  a  Supplemental  Charter. 
An  Order-in-Council  bringing  it  into  force  was  being  for- 
warded, and  the  Supplementary  Charter  would  come  into 
operation  on  December  31.  In  view  of  that,  and  of  the 
fact  that  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1953,  would  be  operative  from 
December  31,  the  Council  resolved  that  a  meeting  should 
be  held  on  January  1,  1954,  to  make  the  by-laws,  already 
in  draft,  for  submission  to  the  Privy  Council. 

Retention  Fee  Criticised 

The  Council  received  a  resolution  from  the  Scunthorpe 
Branch  stating  that  the  proposed  doubling  of  the  retention 
fee  was  not  justified  and  that  a  fee  of  £3  would  be 
adequate  On  receipt  of  the  resolution  the  attention  of  the 
Branch  was  drawn  to  the  statement  of  Council's  (see 
C.  &  D„  November  28,  p.  529)  that  the  fee  would  be 

£3The  following  have  accepted  the  Council  invitation  to  be 
co-opted  members  of  the  Education  Committee :  -Professors 
H  Berry  H  Brindle,  and  J.  P.  Todd,  Messrs.  R.  V.  Lloyd, 
H  B  Mackie  and  F.  H.  Oliver.  Mr.  C.  W.  Maplethorpe 
presenting  the  report  of  the  eighteenth  meeting  of  the 
British  Veterinary  Codex  Committee  (of  which  he  was 
chairman)  said  that  the  work  of  the  Committee  was  now 
completed  and  the  Codex  would  be  published  on  December 
21  He  had  expressed  to  the  Committee  members  the  thanks 
of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation  in  the  difficult  task 
of  compiling  the  book.  Thanks  were  due  especially  to  the 
veterinary  surgeons  who  had  helped  in  the  work  and  he 
would  particularly  mention  Dr.  Montgomery  who  as  vice- 
chairman  had  carried  a  great  burden  of  technical  responsi- 
bility The  President,  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  thanked 
Mr.  Maplethorpe  for  his  work  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittcc 

The  report  of  the  Establishment  and  Publications  Com- 
mittee recorded  the  purchase  for  the  Society  by  the 
librarian  of  an  English  drug  jar  dated  1647-the  oldest 
known  dated  drug  jar.      The  Council  approved  of  the 

^Oi^the  recommendation  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  and 
War  Aid  Committee  the  Council  approved  that  thirty-three 
persons  should  be  elected  annuitants  of  the  Benevo  ent 
Fund  from  January  1,  1954,  in  amounts  totalling  £2,116. 
The  Committee's  report  showed  that  grants  amounting  to 
£192  had  been  made  to  five  widows  and  two  members. 
Recommendations  for  grants  amounting  to  £399  in  four 
other  cases  (two  widows  and  two  members)  were  approved 
together  with  a  grant  of  £78  to  another  applicant  from  the 
Orphan  Fund.  In  three  other  cases  no  grants  were  made. 
Three  applications  were  deferred. 

Newcastle  and  Northumberland  Branch  was  reported  to 
have  agreed  to  make  a  gift  in  memory  of  the  late  Mr. 
Flemming  (two  seats,  each  bearing  a  suitable  inscription, 
to  be  placed  beside  the  bowling  green). 

The  warden's  report  stated  that  in  the  month  ended 
November  16,  forty  guests  had  stayed  at  Birdsgrove  House 
for  an  aggregate  of  sixty-three  weeks 
and  forty-eight  weeks  in  the  same  period  of  1952) .  Further 
gifts  from  guests  in  cash  and  kind  were  reported.  Mr.  F.  C 
Wilson  said  that  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  would 
like  to  place  on  record  its  appreciation  of  the  work  of 
Mr  T  Reid  (chairman)  and  his  son  in  preparing  a  set 
of  coloured  slides  of  Birdsgrove  House  for  projection  at 
meetings  of  pharmacists.  Mr.  Reid,  acknowledging  said 
the  slides  had  proved  a  useful  way  of  illustrating  the  home 
Copies  now  being  made  would  be  available  to  members  of 


Council  who  found  opportunities  of  using  them  on  behalf 
of  the  fund. 

A  letter  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  advised  the 
Society  of  the  date  of  expiry  of  certain  members  of  the 
Central  Health  Services  Council  and  invited  suggestions  for 
membership  in  those  cases. 

In  response  to  an  invitation  from  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  for  the  Society  to  send  delegates  to  a  Health 
Congress  at  Scarborough,  April  27-30,  1954,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  president  should  represent  the  Society. 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 

A  preliminary  programme  of  the  1954  meeting 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  proposed  that 
the  opening  session,  with  chairman's  address  should  be 
held  on  Monday  afternoon,  September  13,  and  the  closing 
session  at  mid-day  on  Friday  September  17.  The  subject  selec- 
ted for  the  Symposium  Session  was  "  Tablets."  Invitations 
were  provisionally  accepted  from  the  Bristol  Branch  for 
the  Conference  to  meet  in  Bristol  in  1957  and  from  the 
Sheffield  Branch  for  it  to  meet  in  Sheffield  in  1958.  The 
Executive  appointed  its  chairman  (Dr.  H.  Davis),  immediate 
past  chairman  (Dr.  G.  R.  Boyes),  and  senior  general  secre- 
tary (Mr.  H.  G.  Rolfe)  to  serve  on  the  editorial  committee 
of  the  Journal  of  Pharmacy  and  Pharmacology. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Law  Committee,  appli- 
cations for  registration  from  two  pharmacists  formerly 
resident  in  Northern  Ireland  and  South  Africa  respectively 
were  granted.  The  names  of  eleven  former  members  of 
the  Society  were  reported  restored  to  the  registers,  and 
one  address  to  the  register  of  premises. 

The  Law  and  Ethical  Committee's  report  showed  that  in 
October  the  Society's  inspectors  and  agents  had  visited 
1,534  authorised  sellers,  one  listed  seller,  and  482  drug- 
store proprietors  and  similar  traders.  Six  cases  of  alleged 
infringements  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  were  considered. 

Payments  amounting  to  £4,225  by  the  secretary  and 
£23,845  by  the  treasurer  were  approved. 

It  was  reported  that  chairmen  of  the  newly  combined 
Committees  had  been  elected  as  follows:—  Establishment 
and  Publications,  Mr.  Wilson;  Law  and  Ethical,  Mr.  H. 
Steinman;  and  Organisation  and  Public  Services,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Hughes  The  respective  committees  and  the  Council  ex- 
pressed their  thanks  to  Dr.  B.  A.  Young,  Messrs.  G. 
Hinchliffe,  and  D.  W.  Hudson  for  their  work  as  chairmen 
of  the  Publications,  Ethical,  and  Public  Services  Commit- 
tees respectively. 

The  Society's  House  is  being  closed  from  5.30  p.m.  on 
December  23  until  9  a.m.  on  December  28.  Birdsgrove 
House  is  being  closed  from  December  19  to  December  31. 

ECHOES  OF  THE  PAST 

DR.  JAMES'S  ANALEPTIC  PILLS 

From  The  Morning  Chronicle  and  London  Advertiser, 
December  24,  1788. 
These  pills  are  universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best 
medicine  for  bilious  and  other  disorders  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  as  well  as  for  the  headache  which  is  so  often 
the  consequence  of  them.  They  are  admirably  contrived 
to  prevent  the  bad  effects  of  free  living,  and  to  promote 
longevity,  of  which  their  celebrated  inventor  is  a  memor- 
able instance;  for  he  is  well  known  to  have  preserved  his 
life  many  years  by  the  use  of  them;  and  he  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five.  They  are  equally  efficacious  in  rheumatic* 
and  gouty  cases;  and  likewise  in  those  disorders  that  arise 
from  a  sedentary  life.  The  tendency  of  these  Pills  is  to 
open  the  pores  by  night  and  the  body  by  day;  they  are 
nefectlv  safe  and  gentle  in  their  operation,  and  do  not 
fequl  e  any  confinement  or  change  of  diet.  A  recent  attack 
of  the  lumbago,  or  of  the  rheumatism  in  any  other  part, 
will  generally  be  removed  by  two  or  three  doses. 
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INSULIN-ZINC  SUSPENSIONS 

Pharmaceutics  and  Manufacture 


THE  advent  of  the  insulin  zinc  suspensions  (I.Z.S.)  is 
the  third  landmark  in  the  treatment  of  diabetes 
mellitus  The  momentous  discovery  of  insulin  by 
Banting  and  Best  in  1921,  was  followed,  fourteen  years 
later  by  the  second  landmark,  the  use  of  protamine  to 
produce  prolonged  activity  by  Hagedorn.  Since  1935 
attempts  have  been  made  to  obtain  better  control  by  the 
use  of,  for  example,  globin  and  surfen,  by  altering  the 
insulin  molecule  (iso-insulin  and  di-insulin),  and  by  modi- 
fying protamine  zinc  insulin  to  isophane  insulin  (N.P.H.). 

In  1951,  Hallas-M6ller  and  his  colleagues1  described  the 
principle  of  the  insulin  zinc  suspensions,  and  showed  that 
insoluble  crystals  of  insulin  and  zinc  alone  had  a  delay 
action  similar  to  that  of  the  protamine  zinc  insulin 
complex.  . 

The  main  advantage  of  insulin  zinc  suspensions  is  that 
all  the  preparations  can  be  mixed  together  and  the  mixture 
will  remain  stable.  Each  constituent,  however,  will  retain 
its  original  characteristics.  The  development  of  such  sus- 
pensions has  been  undertaken  by  Novo  Terapeutisk  Labora- 
torium  A/S,  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  and  they  have  applied 
for  patent  coverage  in  many  countries.  The  British  manu- 
facturers of  insulin  are  manufacturing  the  products  under 
licence  from  Novo  Laboratories  and  the  Danish-made  pre- 
parations are  also  being  distributed  in  Great  Britain.  The 
British  Pharmacopoeia  Commission  has  approved  names  for 
the  new  preparations.  They  are  listed  below  together  with 
the  original  descriptions  and  the  duration  of  activity  nor- 
mally accredited  to  each. 


Approved  Name 

Original  Name 

Duration  of 
Action  (hours) 

Insulin  zinc  suspension 

12-16 

(amorphous) 

Semilente 

Insulin  zinc  suspension 

Lente 

24 

Insulin  zinc  suspension 

Over  24 

(crystalline) 

Ultralente 

The  medium  delay  preparation,  insulin  zinc  suspension 
(lente),  is  a  mixture  of  70  per  cent,  crystalline  I.Z.S.  and 
30  per  cent,  amorphous  I.Z.S.  The  vehicle  and  the  pH  is 
the  same  for  all  of  the  preparations. 

Clinically,  the  main  disadvantage  of  previous  long-acting 
insulins  is  that  they  do  not  give  a  sufficiently  large  release 
of  insulin  to  control  the  blood  sugar  immediately  after 
injection.  That  difficulty  can  be  overcome  only  by  giving 
two  injections  at  the  same  time,  one  of  soluble  insulin  and 
the  other  of  long-acting  insulin,  or  by  mixing  the  two  pre- 
parations in  the  syringe.  The  mixing  method  is  unsatisfac- 
tory and  may  lead  to  inaccurate  dosage,  particularly  in  self- 
administration.  The  long-acting  insulins  (except  isophane 
insulin)  in  general  use  in  Great  Britain  contain  an  excess 
of  protein  which  reacts  with  any  added  soluble  insulin  to 
make  a  mixture  with  unpredictable  activity.  Sometimes  the 
added  protein  produces  local  cutaneous  reactions,  particu- 
larly at  the  onset  of  treatment.  As  I.Z.S.  contains  no  addi- 
tional protein  the  possibility  of  skin  sensitisation  is 
minimised. 

Insulin  zinc  suspensions  are  suspensions  of  an  insulin 
zinc  complex  in  an  acetate  buffer  containing  zinc  chloride, 
sodium  chloride  and  a  preservative.  The  physical  form  of 
the  complex  determines  the  duration  of  the  hypoglycsemic 
effect.  The  quantity  of  zinc  and  the  selection  of  the  buffer 
play  an  important  part  in  the  preparation.  The  significance 
of  zinc  in  the  administration  of  insulin  was  demonstrated 
in  1934  when  Scott3  discovered  that  the  presence  of  at 


By  F.  W.  Byron,  MPS. 

least  one  of  the  metals,  zinc,  cadmium,  cobalt  or  nickel 
was  necessary  for  the  crystallisation  of  insulin.  He  also 
produced  evidence  that  crystalline  insulin  contains  the 
metals  as  chemically  combined  constituents. 

Since  then  much  work  has  been  done  in  that  field  but 
it  has  been  found  that  no  delaying  action  is  produced  when 
small  quantities  of  zinc  are  added  to  insulin  solutions.  On 
the  other  hand  Scott  and  Fisher  demonstrated  that  zinc 
increased  the  range  of  activity  of  a  protamine  insulin 
complex. 

Insulin,  an  amphoteric  protein  with  its  iso-electric  point 
at  pH  5-2,  is  normally  soluble  at  the  pH  of  blood.  However, 
Sahyun  in  1939  precipitated  insulin  in  the  presence  of  zinc 
chloride  at  varying  pH  values  using  sodium  acetate  as  a 
buffer.  He  found  that  as  the  pH  rose  the  amount  of  zinc 
present  in  the  precipitate  also  increased  and  the  insulin  so 
produced  was  insoluble  at  pH  7.  Hallas-Moller  and  his 
colleagues  later  found  the  same  phenomenon  and  demon- 
strated that  if  phosphates  or  citrates  were  used  as  buffers 
the  precipitate  that  formed  at  pu  5-6  was  completely 
soluble  at  pH  7,  but  if  an  acetate  buffer  was  used,  the  pre- 
cipitate remained  insoluble.  From  this  they  concluded  that 
phosphate  and  citrate  buffers  had  a  greater  affinity  for 
zinc  than  had  sodium  acetate  and  removed  zinc  from 
the  insulin  crystals.  It  was  also  shown  by  the  Danish 
workers  that  insulin  crystals  suspended  in  a  vehicle  con- 
taining 2  mgm.  of  zinc  per  1,000  units  contained  about 
0-5  per  cent,  of  zinc  at  pH  5  and  about  2  per  cent,  at 
pH  7.  That  confirmed  Sahyun's  work  that  the  uptake  of 
zinc  was  a  function  of  the  pH.  Ordinary  crystalline  insulin 
prepared  by  established  methods  shows  a  zinc  content  of 
approximately  0  4  per  cent.  Hallas-Moller  and  colleagues 
offered  the  theory  that  the  structure  of  the  insulin  crystal 
permitted  substances  to  enter  the  crystal  by  diffusion  and 
react  chemically  with  the  insulin  within  the  crystal  lattice. 
Crystals  that  had  the  increased  zinc  content  remained 
insoluble  in  water  at  pu  7  providing  phosphates  were  not 
present,  and  they  had  different  biological  reactions  as  well 
as  physico-chemical  ones. 

Clinical  trials  showed  that  the  action  of  this  insoluble 
crystalline  insulin-zinc  preparation  was  prolonged  to  the 
same  extent  as  the  insoluble  protamine  insulin  zinc  com- 
plex. During  these  trials  it  was  found  that  the  extent  of  the 
delay  was  related  to  the  physical  state  of  the  particles  in 
suspension,  whether  amorphous  or  crystalline,  and  to  the 
size  of  the  crystals.  When  precipitated  in  an  amorphous 
form  the  activity  extended  for  twelve  to  sixteen  hours. 
With  crystalline  material  the  retardation  was  related  to  the 
size  of  the  crystal  and  those  of  about  10  to  30m  gave  a 
delay  of  twenty-four  hours  and  over.  The  variation  in 
particle  form  was  achieved  by  precipitation  at  different 
pH  values.  Ordinary  insulin-zinc  complex  precipitated  at 
its  iso-electric  point  of  pu  5-2  is  amorphous,  but  on  stand- 
ing changes  to  the  crystalline  form.  The  same  phenomenon 
occurs  with  the  complex  containing  a  larger  proportion  of 
zinc,  and  when  prepared  in  an  acetate  buffer  and  the  pH 
is  increased  to  that  of  blood  it  remains  in  its  crystalline 
form,  provided  that  enough  zinc  ions  are  in  the  vehicle. 
The  amorphous  solid  can  be  prepared  by  precipitating 
directly  at  pu  1%  and  it  remains  in  the  amorphous  state. 
A  mixture  of  amorphous  and  crystalline  solids  will  remain 
stable  in  suspension  at  pn  7  provided  a  minimum  of  0-5 
mgm.  of  zinc  per  1,000  units  (or  2  mgm.  per  100  mil)  is 
present.  According  to  a  theory  that  insulin  cannot  be 
crystallised  if  the  zinc  content  is  greater  than  0  8  per  cent., 
amorphous  insulin,  which  contains  2  per  cent,  of  zinc  at 
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Above:  Insulin-zinc  suspensions  being  filled  into  containers  mechanically  and  asepticajiy.  Left: 
Crystals  of  insulin  with  finely  divided  amorphous  particles  in  a  mixed  insulin-zinc  suspension 
(from  a  photomicrograph). 


pH  1,  will  remain  stable  in  a  solution  containing  zinc  ions. 
The  stability  of  the  suspensions  has  been  confirmed  by 
microscopical  examination. 

In  the  commercial  manufacture  of  the  insulin  zinc  sus- 
pension now  being  undertaken  by  members  of  the  British 
Insulin  Manufacturers  the  first  stage  is  the  production  of 
the  special  crystalline  insulin.  It  is  prepared  from  crystal- 
line insulin  described  in  the  B.P.  by  additional  crystallisa- 
tions in  the  presence  of  an  excess  of  zinc  from  a  suitable 
medium.  As  each  preparation  has  the  same  formula  the 
procedure  during  manufacture  is  critical.  In  making  the 
suspension  of  the  amorphous  preparation  the  crystalline 
insulin  is  dissolved  in  a  vehicle  containing  zinc.  This  is 
then  sterilised  and  the  amorphous  insulin  precipitated  at 
pn  7-2  by  the  addition  of  a  sterile  buffer  solution.  Methyl 
parahydroxybenzoate  is  included  in  the  reacting  solutions 
so  that  0-1  per  cent,  is  present  in  the  final  product. 

The  suspension  of  crystalline  zinc  insulin  is  prepared  in 
a  similar  way  but  the  precipitation  is  carefully  controlled 
at  a  lower  pn.  The  precipitate  which  is  originally  amor- 
phous changes  to  its  crystalline  form.  The  pn  is  finally 
adjusted  with  a  sterile  acetate  buffer  to  7-2  at  which  it  will 
remain  stable. 

Insulin  zinc  suspension  (lente),  a  mixture  of  70  per  cent, 
ciystalline  insulin  and  30  per  cent,  amorphous  insulin, 
is  made  by  first  preparing  the  appropriate  quantity  of 
crystalline  insulin  in  suspension,  and  then  adding  it  to  a 
suspension  of  the  amorphous  material  under  sterile 
conditions. 

The  problem  of  handling  the  new  preparations  on  a 
commercial  scale  has  involved  new  techniques  but  most  of 
them  have  been  mastered  without  much  trouble.  A  problem 
that  has  presented  difficulty,  however,  has  been  that  of 
maintaining  an  even  distribution  of  a  very  small  quantity 
of  solid  throughout  the  vehicle  during  the  rather  lengthy 
aseptic  filling  operation.  The  solid  content  of  the  suspen- 
sion to  be  filled  is  1'7  mgm.  per  mil,  the  particles  vary  in 
size  and  shape,  the  viscosity  is  virtually  the  same  as  water, 
and  sterile  conditions  have  to  be  observed  throughout  the 
process.  Carefully  designed  tanks  have  now  been  con- 
structed which  keep  the  particles  well  dispersed  without 
producing  froth.  Adequate  controls  ensure  that  the  correct 
quantity  of  solid  in  the  right  proportions  of  crystalline  to 
amorphous  particles  is  delivered  to  each  vial.  The  stirred 
suspension  is  fed  to  a  semi-automatic  filling  machine,  the 
dose  is  measured  by  an  all-glass  syringe,  and  is  delivered 
into  a  sterile  vial.  The  filled  vial  is  removed  mechanically. 
Sterile  rubber  plugs  are  fitted  and  then  aluminium  rings 
are  rimmed  on  tightly. 

In  addition  to  the  bacteriological  and  pharmacological 
control  imposed  by  the  Therapeutic  Substances  Act,  biologi- 


cal tests  for  delayed  activity  and  for  the  absence  of  activity 
in  the  supernatent  vehicle  have  to  be  applied  in  accordance 
with  that  legislation.  The  preparations  are  controlled  chemi- 
cally too.  The  licensing  authorities  under  the  T.S.A.  have 
agreed  to  the  preparations  having  a  life  of  two  years. 

The  preparations  have  a  potentially  big  future  as  they 
offer  to  the  great  majority  of  diabetics  the  possibility  of 
control  with  only  one  injection  a  day.  The  Danish 
workers  claim  that  85-90  per  cent,  of  cases  can  be  con- 
trolled by  the  mixed  suspension  (lente).  More  recently  a 
number  of  clinical  trials  have  been  made  in  Britain. 

It  is  desirable  that  as  many  patients  as  possible  shall  be 
adjusted  to  available  commercial  preparations,  but  doctors 
may  call  for  other  mixtures.  However,  under  the  Thera- 
peutic Substances  Regulations  as  at  present,  no  mixtures 
of  insulin  may  be  issued  without  the  approval  of  the  licens- 
ing authority.  Small  quantities  cannot  be  made  as  the  cost 
of  biological  assay  is  high,  and  the  Regulations  rule  out 
the  dispensing  of  mixtures  from  already  approved  manu- 
facturers' products. 

It  should  be  noted  that  soluble  insulin  when  added  to 
I.Z.S.  does  not  produce  the  immediate  response  that  would 
be  expected,  as  has  been  demonstrated  by  Nabarro  and 
Stowers6.  The  explanation  is  that  when  soluble  insulin  is 
added  to  I.Z.S.  the  conditions  are  suitable  for  its  precipi- 
tation as  an  insoluble  insulin  zinc  complex.  That  is  because 
soluble  insulin  preparations  do  not  contain  phosphate  and 
the  zinc  content  of  the  mixture  is  above  the  minimum  of 
0-5  mgm.  per  1,000  units  (provided  it  is  not  diluted  to 
more  than  four  times  the  original  volume  of  the  I.Z.S.). 
However,  the  pn  of  the  resulting  mixture  will  be  reduced, 
possibly,  to  within  the  zone  in  which  crystallisation  of  the 
amorphous  complex  occurs.  The  drop  in  pn  of  the  mixture 
will  depend  on  the  exact  pn  of  the  soluble  insulin  (B.P. 
limits  3-3-5),  the  buffer  available  in  the  particular  batch  of 
I.Z.S.,  and  the  volumes  involved.  Consequently  the 
physical  state  of  the  precipitate  cannot  be  predicted  and 
so  in  certain  circumstances  instead  of  a  greater  initial 
response  being  obtained  the  delay  action  of  the  mixture 
may  be  increased. 
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THE  BRITISH  PHARMACOPOEIA  1953 


Abstracts  of  lectures  in  a  series 
Pharmaceutical  Society  by  members 

I.    A  GENERAL  SURVEY 

By  T.  C.  Denston,  B.Pharm.,  Ph.C.,  F.R.I.C. 
(secretary  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  Commission) 

THE  Medical  Act,  1950,  permits  an  enlarged  scope  for 
the  Pharmacopoeia,  both  in  range  of  materials  that 
may  be  the  subject  of  monographs,  and  in  the  variety 
of  information  that  may  be  included.  That  authority  came 
at  a  time  when  the  scope  of  the  1953  edition  had  been  de- 
cided, but  there  is  one  new  monograph  representative  of 
"  articles  used  in  the  practice  of  surgery,"  namely  sterilised 
surgical  catgut.  Sixty-four  drugs  described  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  1948,  and  eighty-six  monographs  on  pre- 
parations of  those  drugs,  have  been  omitted  from  the  1953 
edition.  The  115  new  monographs  (some  of  which  were 
published  in  the  1951  Addendum)  include  capsules,  im- 
plants, analgesics,  insect  repellents  and  anticoagulants. 

The  most  outstanding  change  in  the  new  volume  has 
been  the  abandonment  of  Latin  in  the  main  titles  of  the 
monographs,  and  the  rearrangement  of  their  order.  Latin 
titles,  however,  are  still  used  for  serological  preparations, 
which  have  never  been  referred  to  by  other  names.  Phar- 
macopceial  standards  apply  to  preparations  whether  they 
are  described,  for  example,  as  tablets  of  ascorbic  acid  or  as 
ascorbic  acid  tablets.  It  is  felt  that  the  present  pharma- 
copceial  grouping  of  preparations  will  be  helpful,  especially 
to  analysts.  To  include  in  each  monograph  tests  designed 
to  detect  all  possible  impurities  is  impossible,  but  it  should 
not  be  presumed  that  an  unusual  impurity  would  be 
tolerated  because  no  test  for  it  has  been  included.  Per- 
mission to  use  alternative  methods  of  assay  appears  to 
be  assuming  greater  significance  with  the  extension  of 
physical  and  physico-chemical  methods  of  analysis.  In 
the  1953  B.P.  the  metric  system  only  is  used  throughout 
the  appendices  and  monographs,  except  for  doses  of  medi- 
caments prescribed  commonly  in  the  Imperial  system.  For 
those  the  Imperial  dose  is  stated  in  parenthesis  after  the 
metric  dose. 

In  the  light  of  present  knowledge  and  medical  practice 
important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  instructions  in 
some  monographs  as  to  the  strength  to  be  supplied  if  no 
indication  is  given  by  the  prescriber.  They  are:  — 


given  at  evening  meetings  of  the 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Commission 

with  burnt  sugar  to  ensure  that  the  final  product  is  of  a 
uniform  colour.  The  monograph  on  benzoin  refers  only 
to  the  Sumatra  variety,  which  is  used  in  the  preparation 
of  Friar's  balsam.  The  identification  test  for  cascara  sagrada 
has  been  modified.  Extract  of  malt  is  now  recognised 
solely  as  a  suitable  vehicle  for  administering  cod-liver  oil. 
A  limit  test  for  lipase  has  been  included  as  a  safeguard 
against  the  development  of  acidity  and  loss  of  vitamin  A 
in  the  cod-liver  oil  contained  in  the  preparation.  Sugar- 
coated  tablets  have  been  admitted,  and  the  tolerance  of  the 
range  of  active  ingredient  has  been  narrowed,  as  shown  in 
the  following  examples:  — 


Preparation 


Eye  ointment  of  atropine 
Eye  ointment  of  atropine 
with  mercuric  oxide  ... 
Eye  ointment  of  hyoscine 
Eye  ointment  of  penicillin 

Injection  of  insulin 
Injection  of  penicillin  ... 

Injection  of  progesterone 

Lammelte  of  atropine  ... 

Tablets  of  ascorbic  acid 

Tablets  of  dienoestrol  ... 

Tablets  of  ethisterone  ... 

Tablets  of  methylthioura- 
cil   

Tablets  of  propylthioura- 
cil   


Dose  or  strength 


B.P.,  1948 

0-25  per  cent. 

01 25  per  cent, 
(atropine  sulphate) 

0-125  per  cent. 
1,000  units  in  1  gm. 

20  units  per  mil. 
200,000  units  per  mil. 

5  mgm.  in  1  mil. 
gr.  1/5,000 
50l  mgm. 
0-1  mgm. 
5  mgm. 

100  mgm. 

25  mgm. 


B.P.,  1953 

1-0  per  cent. 
10  per  cent. 

0-25  per  cent. 
2,000  units  in 
1  gm. 
40  units  per  mil. 
250,000  units  per 
mil. 

10  mgm.  per  mil. 
gr.  1/1,000 
25  mgm. 

1  mgm. 
25  mgm. 

50  mgm. 

50  mgm. 


Among  vegetable  drugs  powdered  digitalis  may  now  be 
diluted  with  powdered  lucerne  or  powdered  grass.  That 
provision  has  been  made  because  insufficient  exhausted 
digitalis  marc  was  available.  In  the  preparation  of  powdered 
opium  authority  has  been  given  to  colour  lactose  diluent 


Tablets 

Tolerance  (per  cent.) 

B.P.,  1948 

B.F 

'.,  1953 

Mepacrine  hydrochloride  ... 

88-0-11 1-0 

92 

5-107-5 

Nicotinamide 

88-0-111-0 

92 

5-107-5 

Nicotinic  acid 

88-5-110-0 

92 

5-107-5 

Phenobarbitone   

90-0-110-0 

92 

5-107-5 

Sodium  citrate 

89-0-112-0 

92 

5-107-5 

To  the  official  biological  standards  new  scarlet-fever  pre- 
parations and  B.C.G.  vaccines  have  been  admitted. 

II.  CHEMISTRY 

By  W.  H.  Linnell,  D.Sc,  Ph.D.,  Ph.C,  F.R.I.C. 

SINCE  the  publication  of  the  previous  Pharmacopoeia 
and  Addendum  changes  in  the  official  chemistry  have 
been  of  detail.  The  trend  towards  replacement  of  vegetable 
by  chemical  drugs  has,  however,  continued.  An  important 
inorganic  innovation  in  the  analytical  section  is  the  pro- 
vision of  a  limit  test  for  sodium  in  potassium  compounds. 
It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Commission  both  to 
guard  against  impurities  that  might  be  harmful,  and  to 
ensure  that  there  is  available  a  product  of  as  high  a  quality 
as  is  consonant  with  practicable  costs. 

Arsenic  limit  tests  are  now  referred  to  arsenium  (As), 
which  means  that  an  arsenic  limit  test  of  three  in  the  cur- 
rent edition  is  approximately  equivalent  to  a  limit  of  four 
in  the  previous  edition.  Arsphenamines  are  now  assayed 
chemically  for  arsenic  content  as  well  as  biologically  for 
toxicity,  and  that  change  brings  the  B.P.  into  line  with  the 
Therapeutic  Substances  Act  regulations.  The  borax  assay 
has  been  simplified,  and  standard  hydrochloric  acid  solu- 
tions have  replaced  standard  sulphuric  acid  solutions  in 
many  instances.  Though  they  are  solutions  of  a  gas  they  are 
quite  stable.  Ashing  with  sulphuric  acid  minimises  the  loss 
of  certain  volatile  impurities  that  would  be  lost  by  the 
method  of  the  previous  B.P.  Colour  tests  have  been  intro- 
duced to  attempt  to  differentiate  between  the  various  bar- 
biturates. The  test  is  based  on  the  colour  obtained  on  the 
addition  of  solution  of  copper  sulphate  with  pyridine  to  a 
solution  of  the  sodium  derivative  of  the  compound  in  a 
10  per  cent,  solution  of  pyridine  in  water.  The  results  are 
as  follows:  — 


Substance 

Colour 

Barbitone 

Lilac  precipitate 

Hexobarbitone 

Bright  blue  precipitate 

Methylphenobarbitone 

Blue  precipitate 

Pentobarbitone  sodium 

Violet  precipitate 

Phenobarbitone 

Pink  precipitate 

Quinalbarbitone 

Violet  precipitate 

Thiopentone  sodium 

Deep  green  precipitate 

Phenytoin  sodium 

A  pale  blue  precipitate 

THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December   12.  1953 


5  96 

If  comparison  is  made  with  an  authentic  specimen  the  test 
can  be  of  help. 

An  increase  in  the  use  of  physical  methods  in  pharma- 
copoeial  chemistry  is  inevitable. 

Of  particular  value  is  the  use  of  light  absorption  for 
standardisation  and  recognition.  The  principle  is  simple 
and  is  as  follows:  If  a  beam  of  light  is  passed  through  a 
coloured  solution  the  solution  absorbs  certain  wave-lengths 
of  the  light  that  are  characteristic  of  the  solute  and  propor- 
tional to  its  concentration.  The  colour  is  caused  by  the 
internal  structure  of  the  compound.  The  apparatus  used  for 
light-absorption  tests  is  simple  in  principle.  White  light 
is  passed  through  an  optical  system  which  splits  it  into 
various  wave-lengths.  A  particular  band  is  selected  by  a 
selecting  device,  and  that  is  passed  through  a  cell  containing 
the  solution  of  the  product.  The  light  emerging  from  the 
cell  is  directed  on  to  a  photo-electric  cell,  which  converts 
the  light  energy  into  electrical  energy.  The  electrical  im- 
pulse is  amplified  by  an  apparatus  like  a  radio  amplifier, 
and  the  results  passed  on  to  a  meter.  If  the  cell  contains 
colourless  solvent  the  amount  of  light  emerging  from  the 
cell  is,  theoretically,  equal  to  that  presented  to  it,  but  it 
colour-absorbing  substances  are  present  then  certain  colours 
are  absorbed  from  the  presented  light,  and  the  analysis 
of  the  transmitted  light  is  a  "  thumb  print  "  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  product  in  solution.  Most  chemicals  absorb 
in  regions  outside  as  well  as  inside  the  visible  spectrum. 
The  extent  to  which  absorption  occurs  is  expressed  in  terms 
of  the  extinction: 

Io 

E=log  io  — 
I 

where  I0  is  the  intensity  of  the  radiation  passing  through  a 
similar  cell  filled  with  solvent  and  I  the  light  passing 
through  the  solution.  A  value  for  a  1  per  cent,  solution 
examined  in  a  cell  1  cm.  wide : 
1  per  cent.  E 
E  - 
1  cm.  CI 
is  used  in  comparison  tests  in  the  B.P.  C  represents  the 
concentration  expressed  as  percentage  weight  in  volume 
and  1  the  thickness  of  the  absorbing  layer  in  centimetres. 
The  figure  can  be  used  for  either  the  assay  of  the  identifi- 
cation of  very  small  quantities  of  material  and  solutions^ 
In  the  infra-red  regions  the  details  are  more  detailed  and 
are  characteristic  of  the  compounds  examined. 

Micro  methods  of  analysis  are  necessary  also  for  the 
assay  of  tablets  and  ampoules.  The  present  pharmacopceral 
tests  mostly  require  twenty  tablets,  the  analyst  thus  requir- 
ing forty  in  order  to  do  two  tests.  The  Food  and  Drugs 
Regulations  require  three  times  that  quantity  to  be  taken 
in  order  to  divide  the  taken  quantity  as  specified.  The 
result  is  that  each  test  requires  120  tablets,  and  that  can, 
for  certain  products,  be  very  costly.  The  B.P.  permits 
micro  methods  to  be  adopted  so  long  as  the  analyst  can 
establish  that  his  method  is  equally  accurate.  If  proceed- 
ings develop,  the  method  accepted  is  that  of  the  pharma- 
copoeia. Alkaloidal  assays  can  be  done,  I  think,  more  accur- 
ately and  easily  on  a  micro  scale. 

In  specifications  of  reaction,  definite  tests  for  acidity  or 
alkalinity  are  given  in  the  B.P.  rather  than  an  indication 
of  pH.  Ergometrine  maleate  is  assayed  by  a  colour  com- 
parison with  a  standard  ergometrine  maleate  that  is  speci- 
fied in  the  appendix.  Fluorimetric  assay  of  aneunne  hydro- 
chloride has,  however,  been  changed  to  a  gravimetric  pro- 
cess based  on  precipitation  with  silicotungstic  acid. 

Adrenaline  acid  tartrate  is  now  used  to  prepare  an  injec- 
tion as  it  is  comparatively  stable  even  in  solution.  The  pH 
has  been  adjusted  to  between  3-2  and  3-6.  Pure  chiniofon 
sodium  replaces  the  mixture  of  acid  and  sodium  bicarbon- 
ate of  the  B.P.,  1948.  It  is  a  stable  crystalline  salt.  Decame- 
thonium  iodide,  a  skeletal  muscle  paralyser,  has  certain 
resemblances  to  tubocurarine,  e.g.,  they  both  contain  the 
structure  shown  in  the  next  column. 


(CH3)2  N  -  (C)6  -  O  -  (C)4  -  N  (CH,)2 

R  R 

It  is  one  of  the  puzzles  of  relationship  between  chemical 
constitution  and  activity  that  the  simple  decamethonium 
iodide  has  such  an  action.  The  puzzle  is  the  greater  when 
one  considers  that  pentamethomum  iodide  is  antagonistic 
to  the  decamethonium  iodide.  (It  cannot,  however,  be 
used  as  an  antidote.) 

The  assay  of  gamma  benzene  hydrochloride  depends  on 
hydrolysis  of  the  compound  and  titration  of  the  3HCL 
form  by  adding  excess  N/10  silver-nitrate  solution  followed 
by  back  titration  with  N/10  ammonium  thiocyanate. 

Methadone,  a  synthetic  analgesic  that  resembles  mor- 
phine has  been  included.  Phenadoxone  hydrochloride  is 
similar  chemically,  the  dimethyl  amino  group  having  been 
changed  to  the  morpholino  group.  Whereas  msthadone  is 
limited  to  oral  use,  phenadoxone  may  also  be  given  sub- 
cutaneously  or  intramuscularly.  No  relationship  with  the 
morphine  molecule  can  be  seen,  though  several  attempts  at 
comparison  have  been  made.  A  comparatively  high  pro- 
portion of  patients  cannot  tolerate  the  drugs. 

The  assay  of  sodium  para  amino  salicylic  acid  is  based 
on  the  anhydrous  material.  The  assay  reaction  may  be 
summarised  as  follows : 

Br 

H2N^\OH      H2N/NOH  H2NAOH 
"     »  3Br2= 


%/COOH 


3HBr 


BrSv^Br 


The  Pharmacopoeia  Commission  has  found  it  necessary 
to  include  patented  substances  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  In 
those  cases  it  is  only  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  manu- 
facturers can  make  a  compound  available  for  dispensing 
purposes,  and  if  the  tablet  or  other  product  is  official,  to 
ensure  that  it  conforms  to  the  official  specification.  Unfortu- 
nately that  hope  has  not  been  realised.  I  do  not  claim 
that  the  material  should  be  available  in  bulk  to  competitors 
because  the  reimbursement  of  the  cost  of  research  should 
be  assured.  Consideration  of  the  problem  will  be  "  prime 
concern  of  the  new  Commission."  A  way  of  arriving  at  a 
solution  would  be  to  make  official  all  worth-while  products 
of  one  type,  for  example,  antihistamimcs,  as  possibly  at 
least  one  of  many  manufacturers  would  "play  ball  "  with 
the  Commission  and  make  an  official  preparation  available. 

III.  PHARMACEUTICS 

By  H.  Berry,  B.Sc,  Ph.C,  F.R.I.C. 
(dean  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  University  of  London). 

THE  changes  in  pharmaceutics  incorporated  in  the  Phar- 
macopoeia are  minor,  and  a  continuation  of  changes 
incorporated  in  previous  editions.  Monographs  on  a  num- 
ber of  drugs  that  date  back  for  "  thousands  of  years,  such 
as  myrrh  and  colocynth,  have  been  omitted.  Other  drugs 
that  have  been  used  for  a  similar  period  are  retained.  I  hey 
include  senna,  cinnamon,  coriander,  styrax  and  benzoin 
Sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  one  of  the  "  rogue  preparations  ot 
pharmacy,"  has  also  been  omitted.  Time-honoured  Prepara- 
tions such  as  mercury  with  chalk,  and  black  draught,  have 
gone,  and  friar's  balsam  has  been  "  retained  on  the  knife 
edge "  Dicoumarol  and  other  comparatively  new  drugs 
have  been  replaced  with  later  models  "  giving  more  horse- 
power, more  miles  per  gallon  and  fewer  accidents  on  the 
road"  Pills  have  gone  for  good,  and  so  have  lozenges, 
except  for  penicillin  lozenges.  Although  most  suppositories 
and  infusions  have  gone,  it  is  possible  that  eventually  a 
return  of  some  of  them  will  have  to  be  made.  Tablets  and 
injections  will  become  increasingly  prominent  in  future 
pharmacopoeias,  and  will  be  deleted  as  the  drugs  go  out 
of  fashion.  Sugar-coating  of  tablets  and  a  test  for  it  have 
been  introduced,  although  that  problem  has  not  yet  been 
properly  faced.  The  Pharmacopoeia  specifies  that  certain 
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tablets  shall  be  sugar-coated.  A  test  for  sugar-coating  of 
cascara  tablets  is  almost  a  personal  triumph,  as  I  have 
previously  bought  a  number  of  those  tablets  that  could  be 
swallowed  and  later  put  back  in  the  bottle  if  necessary. 
Forty-five  minutes'  disintegration  time  in  the  test  is  too 
long.  That  criticism  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  for 
tablets  of  quinalbarbitone,  a  quick-acting  barbiturate,  the 
disintegration  time  is  limited  to  fifteen  minutes.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  colouring  of  tablets,  and  regret  that  the 
Ministry  of  Health  is  permitting  pharmacopceial  prepara- 
tions to  be  coloured.  Enteric  coating  must  be  considered 
by  the  Pharmacopoeia  Commission.  Hypodermic  tablets 
have  so  far  been  turned  down  as  unwanted,  and  their  pre- 
paration involves  great  difficulty  over  steiility.  New  to  the 
Pharmacopoeia  are  implants.  The  Commission  has  decided 
on  the  trochar  method  of  inserting  official  implants,  and 
therefore  a  cylindrical  shape  of  the  products  is  called  for. 
The  products  contain  100  per  cent,  of  the  drug  in  question, 
and  can  be  made  by  fusion  or  by  compression  under  heavy 
pressure.  As  the  dose  depends  on  surface  area,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  standardise  that  to  maintain  regular  dosage,  conse- 
quently the  weight  and  diameter  of  the  cylinders  are  speci- 
fied. 

Among  injection  specifications  few  changes  have  been 
made.  Sterilisation  of  vessels  of  substances  other  than 
glass  (e.g.,  plastic)  has  been  catered  for,  and  freedom  has 
been  given  for  manufacturers  to  adopt  their  own  methods 
of  making  the  preparations  so  long  as  the  finished  product 
is  identical  to  that  described  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  The 
method  of  sterilsation  by  heating  with  a  bactericide  is  still 
a  reliable  method  with  a  good  margin  of  safety.  There  is 
still  great  need  for  knowledge  about  the  stability  of  injec- 
tions. 

The  use  of  adrenaline  acid  tartrate  for  the  injection 
solution  is  a  great  improvement  over  dissolving  adrenaline 


in  hydrochloric  acid.  In  the  injections  of  ergometrine 
maleate  and  tartrate  the  adjustment  to  the  specified  pH 
keeps  the  amount  of  inactive  isomers  to  a  minimum.  The 
solutions  can  be  sterilised  by  autoclaving  under  nitrogen. 
The  injection  of  d-tubocurarine  chloride  is  not  buffered, 
as  buffering  agents  often  react  with  thiobarbitone,  with 
which  it  is  often  mixed  immediately  prior  to  use.  Sodium 
chloride  replaces  dextrose  in  injection  of  bismuth  oxy- 
chloride  as  the  sugar  causes  decomposition  of  the  medica- 
ment. It  has  been  found  that  some  batches  of  injection 
of  calcium  gluconate  are  pyrogenic  and  a  test  for  absence 
of  pyrogenicity  may  be  included  in  a  future  Pharmacopoeia. 
It  is  not  a  disadvantage  to  include  a  bacteriostat  in  oily 
injections,  particularly  if  the  infections  are  wet.  The  Com- 
mission has  not  so  far  faced  the  question  of  clarity  of 
solutions,  but  manufacturers'  methods  to  ensure  clarity  are 
working  well.  The  position  with  penicillin  preparations  is 
stabilised.  Pharmacy  is  indebted  to  the  now-rejected  steri- 
lised penicillin  cream  for  the  effect  that  it  has  had  in 
causing  a  replanning  of  dispensaries  and  re-equipping  with 
aseptic  departments.  In  sterilisation  tests  I  oppose  the  pro- 
cess of  bulking  by  passing  the  solutions  through  a  filter 
which  is  later  examined  for  contamination.  With  indi- 
vidual tests  "you  can  tell  what  the  infection  is,  where  it 
came  from  and  who  did  it."  With  capsules,  no  colouring 
matter  has  been  allowed  except  in  extract  of  male  fern 
where  a  black  colour  covers  up  differences  in  colour  of  the 
extract.  A  clause  has  been  included  in  the  monograph  on 
halibut-liver  oil  capsules  "  which  I  hope  will  please  Mr. 
Bagnall."  In  ointments  the  biggest  step  forward  is  the 
introduction  of  ceto-stearyl  alcohol  as  a  blender.  The 
passing  of  the  old  formula  for  strong  ointment  of  mercuric 
nitrate  is  a  loss  to  the  student.  The  calamine  lotion  of  the 
B.P.,  though  similar  to  a  proprietary  preparation,  has  been 
criticised  because  it  smells  of  phenol. 


MEDICAL  ABSTRACTS 


HEXAMETHONIUM  SALT  AND  CEREBRAL 
CIRCULATION 

Dewar,  and  colleagues,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  (British  Medical 
Journal,  1953.  2.  1017-18)  find  that  even  when  the  mean 
arterial  blood  pressure  falls  by  an  average  of  30  per  cent, 
following  the  administration  of  hexamethonium  bromide  no 
significant  change  occurs  in  the  mean  cerebral  blood  flow. 
Their  trials  were  conducted  on  six  patients. 

EXCHANGE  RESINS  IN  ACHLORHYDRIA  TESTS 
To  avoid  the  need  of  patients  having  to  swallow  a  tube  for 
the  conduction  of  achlorhydria  tests,  Conway  and  Meikle 
(British  Medical  Journal,  1953.  2.  1091)  have  devised  a  test 
based  on  the  use  of  synthetic  ion-exchange  resins  in  which 
the  hydrogen  ions  of  the  carboxylic  acid  groups  are  re- 
placed with  quinine  ions.  In  the  stomach  the  quinine  is 
easily  liberated  by  the  hydrogen  ions  of  the  gastric  hydro- 
chloric acid;  it  is  rapidly  absorbed  and  about  one-third  is 
excreted  in  the  urine.  The  time  of  appearance,  as  well  as 
the  amount  of  quinine  in  the  urine,  are  noted.  The  test, 
which  uses  a  quininium  cation-exchange  indicator  Diagnex, 
is  still  in  an  experimental  stage,  but  is  claimed  to  hold  out 
the  promise  of  being  a  "  valuable  clinical  method  of  gastric 
investigation."    The  preparation  is  non-toxic  and  tasteless. 

CORTISONE  IN  SUBACUTE  THYROIDITIS 
Remission  of  the  signs  and  symptoms  of  subacute  thyroid- 
itis following  cortisone  administration  in  one  patient  is 
reported  by  Lasser  (Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  1953.  152.  1133).  The  patient  was  a  woman, 
thirty-three  years  of  age,  who  had  a  swelling  on  the  left 
side  of  her  neck.  Iodine  treatment  had  produced  only  a 
temporary  relief  of  distress  and  little  diminution  in  the 
size*  or  tenderness  of  the  left  lobe  of  the  thyroid 
Cortisone  acetate  in  four  divided  doses  totalling  100  mgm. 
each  day  was  given  parenterally  and  the  patient  was  placed 
on  a  low  sodium  diet.  Lessening  of  pain  and  tenderness 
was  apparent  after  the  first  two  doses.  Within  thirty-six 
hours,  practically  all  tenderness  had  gone  and  twenty-four 


hours  later  the  pain  had  disappeared  completely.  A  de- 
crease in  the  size  of  the  gland  was  noticed  forty-eight  hours 
after  the  commencement  of  cortisone  therapy  and  further 
rapid  decreases  were  noted  during  the  next  five  days.  After 
discharge  from  hospital  oral  cortisone  therapy  was  con- 
tinued for  a  fortnight  and  then  discontinued.  Cortisone 
therapy  had  been  given  for  a  total  of  twenty-six  days.  No 
return  of  thyroditis  was  noticed  afterwards. 

PIPERAZINE  IN  THREADWORM  INFESTATIONS 

As  a  result  of  making  observations  on  the  use  of  various 
drugs  on  136  children  suffering  from  threadworm.  White 
and  Standen  (of.  respectively,  Guy's  hospital  and  Wellcome 
Laboratories  of  Tropical  Medicine,  London)  (British  Medi- 
cal Journal,  1953.  2.  755)  find  that  piperazine  hydrate  (as 
a  syrup,  Antepar  elixir)  and  gentian  violet  showed  marked 
oxyuricidal  properties,  but  diphenan  was  inactive.  With 
gentian  violet  a  70  per  cent,  cure-rate  was  obtained  at  a 
dose  level  of  gr.  1/6  (11  mgm.)  daily  per  year  of  life,  but 
that  efficiency  was  well  surpassed  by  piperazine  hydrate, 
a  97  per  cent,  cure-rate  being  obtained  when  the  dose  level 
was  in  excess  of  50  mgm.  per  kilo  per  day.  Diphenan 
gave  an  apparent  cure-rate  of  17  per  cent,  at  a  dosage 
of  100-600  mgm.  daily  per  year  of  life,  but  the  effect  was 
discounted,  for  control  trials  in  which  lactose  had  been 
used  showed  that  there  was  a  spontaneous  clearance  in 
approximately  19  per  cent,  of  the  infections.  The  value 
of  gentian  violet  and  piperazine  hydrate  in  threadworm 
infections  had  been  indicated  in  biological  experiments 
against  Aspiculuris  tetraptera  threadworm  of  mice  by  Stan- 
den {ibid.  757-58).  The  experimenter  concludes  that  bio- 
logical methods  are  of  value  in  establishing  the  use  of  oxy- 
uricides  prior  to  clinical  trial.  In  his  experiments  sub- 
stances that  proved  to  have  no  or  little  oxyuricidal  value 
included  l-diethylcarbamyl-4-methylpiperazine  citrate 
(Banocide,  Hetrazan)  syrup  and  powder;  N-isoamylcar- 
baminic  acid-3-methyl-6-isopropyl  phenyl  ester  (Egressin); 
aluminium  8-hydrocyquinoline  (Nyxolan)  syrup,  quinoxa- 
line;  mepacrine,  phenothiazine.  santonin,  hexylresorcinol, 
garlic  (Allisatin),  allyl  sulphide,  and  liquid  paraffin. 
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TRADE  REPORT 


The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for «P"»«"»  «  H  "we  Jp rri^X  eoodThZ 
charges  have  to  be  added  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances  augmented  before  wholesa^J^r%rnerce^f L Jed  Zalities 
stock.     Crude  drugs  and  essential  oils  vary  greatly  in  quality  and  higher  prices  are  charged  for  selected  qualities. 


London,  December  9:  Inquiry  for  Crude  Drugs  during  the  week  showed 
little  change  in  volume  from  that  of  previous  weeks.  Scarcity  of  supplies 
of  many  commodities,  both  here  and  at  origin,  is  reflected  in  higher  prices. 
Prime  Cape  Aloes  was  6s.  per  cwt.  dearer  at  origin,  and  holders  on  the 
spot  asked  about  12s.  per  cwt.  more  than  in  the  previous  week. 

For  such  supplies  of  Buchu  as  now 
remain  unsold  the  holders  are  asking 
2s.  3d.  per  lb.,  though  business  was 
done  earlier  in  the  week  at  2s.  per 
lb.    Cardamoms  (Aleppy  greens)  are 
fully  Is.  per  lb.  dearer  for  shipment. 
Seasonal  demand  for  Cherry  bark  has 
been  good,  and  the  market  is  now 
practically   bare  of   the  thin  natural 
and  rossed.  Quassia  bark  is  unobtain- 
able at  origin  for  prompt  shipment, 
the  earliest  date  offered  being  Febru- 
ary-March 1954  with  previous  values 
maintained.    There  was  little  change 
in    Spices    with    the    exception  of 
Cloves  which  were  threepence  per  lb. 
cheaper  on  the  spot.   A  slight  easing 
in  the  forward  prices  for  Ipecacuanha 
was  noted  but  there  are  still  no  sup- 
plies of  Nicaraguan  and  Colombian  on 
the  spot.    All  grades  of  Papain  were 
Is.  per  lb.  easier.  Menthol  and  Ergot 
continued  weak.    Hand-picked  Alex- 
andrian Senna  pods  were  difficult  to 
find.    The  United  Kingdom  imported 
sixty-five   bales   of  Tinnevelly  leaves 
and  seventy-three  bales  of  pods  from 
the  Port  of  Tuticorin  during  Novem- 
ber; the  quality  of  the  material  was 
stated  to  be  poor.  Gum  acacia  on  the 
spot  was  3s.  per  cwt.  dearer  for  Kordo- 
fan  cleaned  sorts;  old-crop  and  new- 
crop  prices  were  also  dearer  for  ship- 
ment. Colocynth  remains  unobtainable 
on  the  spot  and  at  origin. 

There  were  few  price  changes  in 
Pharmaceutical  Chemicals,  Benza- 
mine  hydrochloride  and  lactate 
have  been  advanced.  As  two  new 
manufacturers  of  Methyl  salicylate 
have  now  entered  the  market  the  sche- 
dule has  been  reduced  throughout  by 
a  penny  per  lb. 

Essential  Oils  Firm 

Price    changes    in    the  Essential 

Oils    market   were    mainly  upward. 

Anise  advanced  a  further  71d.  per  lb. 

and  Bois  de  rose,  Is.  After  a  setback 

in   the   previous   week,  Lemongrass 

was  marked  up  by  7|d.  per  lb.  at 

origin  and  holders  here  made  a  simi- 
lar increase.     Petitgrain  (Paraguay) 

was  also  firmer  at  origin.  Citronella 

continued  a  firm  market   and  while 

Ceylon  oil  remained  unchanged  on  the 

spot  there  were  no  offers  for  shipment; 

that  from  Java  and  Formosa  were  up 

by  about  twopence  per  lb.  at  origin. 
Bourbon  Geranium  was  reduced  by 
3s.  6d.  per  lb.  and  Chinese  Pepper- 
mint by  sixpence  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Among  the  Expressed  Oils,  Castor 
is  unchanged  for  prompt  delivery,  but 
the  forward  position  is  slightly  firmer. 
Quotations  for  new-crop  Olive  are 
still  awaited  from  France.  Spain,  how- 
ever, is  offering  at  £214  per  1,000 
kilos,  f.o.b.  Spanish  port  (subject  to 
export  licence)  against  £250  required 
a  month  ago  for  the  old-crop. 


UNITED  STATES  DRUG  AND 
CHEMICAL  REPORT 

New  York,  December  8 :  Isoniazid 
at  $23  per  kilo,  was  reduced  by  $7 
during  the  week. 

Higher  per  lb.  among  Crude  Drugs 
were  Tolu  balsam  at  $2-85  (up  35 
cents);  Cascara  sagrada  at  34  cents 
(up  2  cents);  Mandrake  root,  Podo- 
phyllum rhizome,  30  cents  (2  cents); 
and  Euphorbia  herb,  13  cents  (1  cent). 
Lower  are  domestic  Hellebore  at  70 
cents  per  lb.  (down  5  cents);  and  Gum 
Arabic,  amber  sorts,  at  13i  cents  per 
lb.  (a  quarter  of  a  cent). 

There  was  a  good  tone  in  Essential 
Oils.  Higher  per  lb.  were  natural  Pep- 
permint at  $5-75  (up  50  cents)  with 
redistilled  at  $5"90  (40  cents)  and 
u.s.p.  at  $6-25  (75  cents);  Anise  at 
$3-00  (35  cents);  Spearmint,  $6-15  (35 
cents);  Ceylon  Citronella,  60  cents 
(5  cents),  with  Formosan  at  73  cents 
(7  cents).  Lower  per  lb.  were  Bourbon 
vetivert  at  $15-50  (down  50  cents); 
Clove  leaf,  $1-40  (5  cents);  Cedar 
leaf,  u.s.p.  $2-00  (45  cents);  and 
Patchouli,  $7-50  (5  cents). 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

Amphetamine. — Prices  (per  kilo)  for  25- 
kilo  lots  are  as  follows : —Base,  160s.; 
Sulphate,  130s.;  ^-Amphetamine,  550s. 

Aneurine  hydrochloride.  —  Prices 
(per  kilo)  range  from  £46  for  1-kilo  down 
to  £45  15s.  for  100-kilo  lots. 

Barbitone.  —  Rates  per  lb.  for  1-cwt. 
lots  is  24s.  The  Sodium  derivative  is  Is. 
per  lb.  more  than  the  base. 

Benzamine.— Lactate  is  53s.  per  100 
gm.  and  247s.  per  500  gm.  Hydro- 
chloride is  56s.  6d.  for  100  gm.  and 
264s.  6d.  for  500  gm. 

Caffeine.  —  Alkaloid,  b.p.  is  about 
17s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  1-cwt.  lots  and  citrate. 
lis.  6d. 

Calamine. — 1-cwt.  lots  are  now  is.  8-|d. 
per  lb. 

Calcium  carbonate.  —  B.P.  powder  is 
£24  10s.  per  ton,  ex  store. 

Calcium  chloride.  —  B.P.  crystals  are 
Is  0{d.  per  lb.  in  1-cwt.  lots  and  exsicca- 
ted, 9|d. 

Cream  of  tartar. — Rates  for  the  home 
tiade  are  now  as  follows: —  1-ton  lots, 
191s.  per  cwt.;  10-cwt.,  192s.;  5-9-cwt., 
193s.;  2-4-cwt.,  194s.;   1-cwt.,  195s. 

Dicophane  (DDT).— Prices  are  as  fol- 
lows:—1-cwt.  lots,  3s.  Id.  per  lb.;  1-ton, 
2s.  lOd.   Discount  for  larger  quantities. 

Diphenan. — Prices  range  from  58s.  to 
67s.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 

Emetine.— Prices  for  32-oz.  or  1-kilo 
lots  are  as  follows:  hydrochloride,  230s. 
per  oz.  or  8,113s.  per  kilo.  The  bismuth 
iodide  is  115s.  per  oz.  or  4,056s.  6d.  per 
kilo. 

Ephedrine.  —  In  100-oz.  lots  alkaloid 
is  about  8s.  per  oz.  (262s.  per  kilo); 
hydrochloride.  4s.  7d.  (161s.  8d.  per 
kilo);  sulphate,  5s.  6d.  (194s.  per  kilo). 


Gallic  acid.— B.P.C.  is  8s.  Id.  per  lb. 
for  1-cwt.  lots. 

Glycerophosphates. — Rates  per  lb.  for 
1-cwt  lots  are  as  f ollows :  —  acid  b.p.c, 
20  per  cent.,  5s.  9d.;  calcium,  soluble, 
b.p.c,  lis.  9d.;  iron,  b.p.c,  scale,  15s.  9d. 
and  powder,  14s.  9d. ;  magnesium,  soluble, 
bpc  14s.  3d.,  and  insoluble  7s.  6d. ; 
manganese,  b.p.c,  26s.  3d.;  potassium, 
50  per  cent.,  b.p.c,  3s.  9d.  and  75  per 
cent.,  b.p.c,  5s.  6d.,  sodium,  50  per  cent., 
b.p.c,  3s.  Id.  and  75  per  cent.,  b.p.c, 
4s.  6d. 

Iodine  and  preparations.  —  Quotations 
are  as  follows :  — 


Per  lb. 

Per  kilo 

B.P.  materials 

1-cwt. 

28-Ib. 

50 
kilos 

12* 

kilos 

Potassium  iodide 
Sodium  iodide  . . 
Iodine,  resub.    . . 
Iodoform  powder 
Iodoform  crystal 

s.  d. 

14  4 

15  10 
15  10 
25  4 
28  0 

s.  d. 
14  10 
16  4 
16  4 

25  10 
28  6 

s.  d. 
31  7 
34  11 
34  11 

55  10 
61  8 

s.  d. 
32  8 
36  0 
36  0 
57  0 
62  10 

The  prices  of  minor  iodides  in  7-lb. 
and  1-lb.  lots  are:— Ammonium,  21s., 
21s  6d. ;  Arsenic  tri-  47s.,  48s.;  Cad- 
mium, 22s.,  22s.  6d.;  Calcium  (plates), 
21s.  6d.,  22s.;  Ethyl,  27s.,  28s.;  Iron, 
23s„  23s.  6d.;  Lead,  22s.  22s.  6d.; 
Lithium,  28s.,  28s.  6d.;  Strontium 
22s.  3d.,  22s.  9d.;  Zinc,  27s.  27s.  6d. 

Lactates.  —  Calcium,  b.p.,  is  2s.  7d. 
per  lb.  in  5-cwt.  lots,  and  2s.  8d.  per  lb. 
for  1-cwt.  Calcium  sodium,  b.p.c,  for 
the  same  quantities  is  4s.  4d.  and  4s.  5d. 
per  lb.  Lactic  acid,  b.p.,  in  12  Winches- 
ter lots  is  4s„  and  3  Winchesters,  4s.  4d. 
per  lb.   Carboys  are  3s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Magnesium  sulphate.— Quotations  for 
bp  in  minimum  1-ton  lots  vary  between 
£17  10s.  and  £20  per  ton,  according  to 
size  of  crystal  and  manufacturer.  Exsic- 
cated is  £34  per  ton. 

Menaphthone.  —  B.P.  is  £16  per  kilo; 
acetomenaphthone,  b.p.  £16;  water-sol- 
uble (menadione  sodium  bisulphite,  U.s.p.), 
£22  per  kilo. 

Methyl  salicylate. — Lower.  In  5-cwt. 
lots  price  is  3s.  Hd.  per  lb.;  1-cwt., 
3s.  2d. ;  56-lb.,  3s.  2id. 

Phosphoric  acid.— B.P.  is  Is.  5id.  per 
lb.  in  1-2-carboy  lots.  Hypophosphorus, 
b.p.c,  in  Winchesters,  is  from  5s.  9d.  to 
6s.  10|d.  per  lb.  as  to  quantity. 

Potassium  bicarbonate.— B.P.  powder 
is  130s.  per  cwt. 

Quinidine. — Prices  (per  oz.)  for  mini- 
mum 100-oz.  lots  in  the  home  market 
are:  alkaloid,  8s.  9d.;  sulphate,  6s.  7d. 
Extra  charges  for  small  lots. 

Resorcinol.— 1-cwt.  lots  are  now  quo- 
ted at  13s.  per  lb.  by  manufacturer. 

Sodium  percarbonate. — 1-cwt.  kegs  are 
about  163s.  (bags  7s.  6d.  lower)  for  mini- 
mum 12|  Per  cent,  available  oxygen. 

Sodium  sulphate.— Makers'  prices  are 
from  £10  10s.  to  £15  10s.  per  ton  as  to 
quantity  for  b.p.  crystals. 

Sodium  thiosulphate.  —  Makers'  price 
for  1-ton  lots  in  paper-lined  bags  is 
£33  2s.  6d.  per  ton;  1-cwt.,  £2  Is.  8d. 

Stearic  acid.— B.P.C.  1934  in  1-cwt. 
lots  is  170s.;  powder.  180s. 

Stilbcestrol.  —  Quotations  are  from 
Is.  2d.  to  Is.  7d.  per  gm.,  as  to  quantity. 

Terebene.  —  For  1 -carboy  lots,  4s.  2d. 
per  lb.  is  asked.  In  Winchesters,  prices 
are  from  4s.  3!d.  to  5s.  2d.  per  lb. 

Terebinth.— B.P.  is  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  for 
carboy  lots. 

Terpin  hydrate. — Prices  are  from  5s. 
per  lb.  upwards,  as  to  quantity. 
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Crude  Drugs 

Aconite.  —  Spanish  napellus  is  3s.  2d. 
per  lb.,  duty  paid,  ex  wharf. 

Agar. — Kobe  No.  1  on  the  spot  is  now 
15s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Aloes.  —  Prime  Cape  on  the  spot  is 
170s.  per  cwt.,  shipment,  156s.,  c.i.f. 
Curasao  is  offered  at  330s.  on  the  spot. 

Antimony.  —  English,  99.6  per  cent., 
£222  10s.;  99  per  cent.,  £210  per  ton. 

Areca  nuts.  —  Quotations  are  firm  at 
50s.  per  cwt.  for  Ceylon  material  on  the 
spot. 

Balsams. — Quotations  (per  lb.)  are :  — 
Canada:  According  to  holder  from  21s. 
to  22s.  6d.,  spot.  Copaiba:  Soluble  Para, 
spot,  12s.  6d.  Peru,  8s.  9d.  in  bond.  Tolu 
(genuine  as  imported),  now  19s.  6d.,  spot, 
and  19s.,  c.i.f. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  block  No.  1  on  the 
spot  is  £35  per  cwt.,  nominal,  supplies 
scarce. 

Bismuth  metal. — Minimum  rate  is  16s. 
per  lb. 

Buchu. — Price  now  asked  for  leaves  is 
2s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Camphor.  —  Unchanged  with  Chinese 
(B.P.)  powder  almost  unobtainable  on  the 
spot.  Prices  of  \-oz.  tablets  are  5s.  3d. 
per  lb.;  2^-lb.  slabs,  4s.  9d.  per  lb.,  duty 
paid.  Synthetic  powder  is  fLm  at  3s.  7d. 
per  lb.  for  100-lb.  lots. 

Capsicums. — East  African  on  stalk  are 
160s.  per  cwt.,  spot,  and  135s.,  c.i.f.,  off 
stalk,  205s.  and  170s.,  c.i.f. 

Cardamoms. — Firm.  Aleppy  greens  for 
shipment  are  lis.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.;  spot, 
12*.,  nominal. 

Cherry  bark. — Scarce.  Thin  natural  is 
fiom  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.,  duty  paid,  and 
rossed,  2s.  3d.,  on  the  spot. 

Cloves.  —  Zanzibar  on  the  spot  are 
5s.  per  lb. ;  prompt  shipment,  4s.  3d., 
ci.f. 

Colocynth. — Good  quality  pulp  on  the 
spot  has  been  cleared.  Offers  scarce  at 
origin. 

Elemi. — Offers  are  from  Is.  9d.  per  lb. 
on  the  spot. 

Ergot. — Weak.  Portuguese  for  prompt 
shipment  is  17s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Spot  is 
offeied  at  17s.  3d. 

Galangal.  —  Spot  material  is  about 
90s.  per  cwt.,  with  forward  offers  of  80s., 
c.i.f. 

Gentian.  —  French  natural  on  spot  is 
100s.  per  cwt.,  and  from  92s.  6d.  to  95s., 
c.i.f.;  sliced,  115s.,  spot. 

Ginger. — African  on  the  spot,  f.a.q., 
85s.  per  cwt.  and  for  shipment,  75s.  c.i.f. 
Jamaican  No.  3  is  frm  at  105s.  on  the 
spot.  New-crop  for  January-March  1954 
shipment,  99s.,  c.i.f. 

Guaiacum  resin. — Quotations  are  about 
3s.  per  lb.  for  spot  material. 

Gum  acacia.  —  Kordofan  cleaned  sorts 
on  the  spot  are  96s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  ship- 
ment, 90s.,  c.i.f.  New-crop,  February- 
March,  88s.,  c.i.f. 

Hydrastis. — Root  is  18s.  per  lb.,  on  the 
spot. 

Ipecacuanha. — Nicaraguan  for  January 
shipment  is  easier  at  50s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. ; 
Colombian,  48s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Matto  G  osso, 
46s.,  spot. 

Karaya. — No.  1  gum  on  the  spot  is 
quoted  at  200s.  per  cwt.;  No.  2  is  140s.; 
No.  1,  for  shipment,  185s.,  c.i.f. 

Kola  nuts. — African  halves  are  avail- 
able on  the  spot  at  4|d.  per  lb.,  4d., 
c.i.f.,  for  shipment. 

Liquorice. — Natural  whole  root,  spot; 
Anatolian,  55s.  per  cwt. ;  Russian,  40s. ; 
Syrian,  37s.  6d.  to  38s.  Block  juice  quo- 
tations are  195s.  per  cwt..  delivered. 
Turkish  stick  is  240s.  and  Italian  stick, 
475s.  per  cwt,  both  duty  paid. 


Menthol.  —  Spot,  Chinese  is  about 
33s.  9d.  per  lb.,  duty  paid,  and  for  ship- 
ment, 28s.,  c.i.f. 

Myrrh. — Aden  selected  sorts  are  quo- 
ted at  £14  10s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot.  Sitt- 
ings are  from  £7  to  £8. 

Papain. — Spot  values  for  East  African 
grade  one  are  now  25s.  per  lb.,  and  grade 
two,  22s.  Ceylon  white  for  shipment  is 
about  24s.,  c.i.f. 

Pepper. — Quiet.  White  Sarawak  is  offer- 
ing at  6s.  9d.  per  lb.,  spot,  with  6s.  5d., 
c.i.f.,  quoted  for  afloat  parcels.  Black 
Sarawak,  special  quality,  is  6s.  3d.  per 
lb.,  spot  and  5s.  9£d.,  c.i.f.;  f.a.q.,  6s., 
spot.  Black  Malabar  is  870s.  per  cwt. 
spot  and  725s.,  c.i.f. 

QuASsrA.  —  February-March  1954  ship- 
ment offers  are  30s.  9d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Rhubarb,  Chinese.  —  Spot  offerings  in- 
clude: rough  round  high  dried,  sound  at 
from  6s.  6d.  to  8s.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  wormy 
from  3s.  6d.  to  4s. 

Seeds.  —  Anise.  —  In  short  supply. 
Turkish  quoted  at  170s.  per  cwt.,  duty 
paid;  Cyprus,  170s.,  and  for  shipment, 
150s.,  c.i.f.  Caraway.  —  Dutch  un- 
changed at  97s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  duty  paid 
in  London.  Celery. — Indian  is  offered 
at  Is.  10|d.  per  lb.,  spot  London.  Cori- 
ander.— Market  quiet.  Spot,  Moroccan, 
is  55s.  per  cwt.,  duty  paid  (50s.  in  bond); 
English,  70=.  Shipment :  Moroccan  is 
firm,  sellers  offering  at  42s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 
Cumin. — Market  is  steady  with  prices  un- 
changed. Spot,  Cyprian,  130s.  per  cwt.; 
Moroccan,  127s.  6d.,  duty  paid.  Shipment, 
Cyprian  is  115s.,  c.i.f.  Moroccan  108s.,  c.i.f. 
Dill. — Indian  is  quiet  at  85s.  per  cwt., 
spot  London  and  72s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Fennel. — 
Weak.  Indian  now  offering  at  145s.  per 
cwt.,  spot  London.  Fenugreek. — Firm. 
Moroccan  on  spot  is  47s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  duty 
paid.  For  shipment,  40s.,  c.i.f.  now 
quoted.  Mustard. — English  70s.  to  85s. 
per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 

Senega. — Quiet.  Afloat  quotations  are 
15*.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Spot  material  is 
offered  at  about  15s. 

Senna. — Tinnevelly  leaves:  number  1 
on  the  spot,  ll|d.  per  lb.;  number  2,  lOd  , 
and  number  3,  8d.  pods,  f.a.q.,  are  about 
9d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot  and  5|d.,  c.i.f. 
December  -  January  shipment.  Hand- 
picked  range  from  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  ex  wharf. 
Alexandrian  pods,  manufacturing,  Is.  8d. 
to  2s.  3d. ;  medium  hand-picked,  3s.  to 
3s.  9d. 

Tamarinds. — Quiet.  Madras  for  ship- 
ment (1  per  cent,  stones),  67s.  6d.,  c.i.f. ; 
(5  per  cent.),  65s.,  c.i.f. 

Tragacanth. — No.  1  ribbon  on  the  spot 
is  £105  per  cwt.;  No.  2,  £85;  No.  3, 
£65. 

Turmeric. — Rajapore  is  125s.  per  cwt. 
on  the  spot;  Madras  finger,  130s.  New 
crop  for  March-April  shipment  is  85s., 
c.i.f. 

Uva  ursi. — Spot  offers  are  about  85s. 
per  cwt. 

Valerian. — Indian  is  145s.  per  cwt.  on 
the  spot  and  from  130s.  to  145s.,  c.i.f. 
Belgian,  185s.,  spot. 

Vanillin.  —  Rates  (per  lb.)  are:  — 
5-cwt.  lots,  30s.;  1-cwt.,  30s.  3d.:  56-lb. . 
30s.  6d. ;  smaller  quantities,  30s.  9d. 

Waxes.  —  Bees.  —  Dar-es-Salaam  spot, 
420s.  per  cwt.,  December-January  ship- 
ment, 410".,  c.i.f.  Benguella,  Sudanese 
and  Abyssinian,  370s.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  415s., 
duty  paid;  Benguella,  370s.,  c.i.f.,  and 
420s.,  duty  paid.  Candelilla.— Spot  is 
unchanged  at  635s.  per  cwt.  Carnauba. — 
Prime  yellow  on  the  spot  is  1,100s.  per 
cwt.;  shipment,  1,000s.,  c.i.f.;  fatty  grey 
is  750s.  on  the  spot;  shipment,  705s.  to 
735s.,  c.i.f.  as  to  position.  Montan. — 
Reibeck  crude  on  the  spot  is  125s.  per 
cwt.  Ouricuri. — Spot  0.5  per  cent,  im- 
purities, 705s.  per  cwt.  Spermaceti. — 
Case  lots  are  about  Is.  9d.  per  lb. 


Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 

Anise— Firm.  Spot  supplies  are  about 
7s.  10|d.  per  lb.;  forward  7s.  9d.,  c.i.f., 
sellers. 

Birch  tar. — Rectified  is  about  14s.  per 
lb.  in  1-cwt.  lots. 

Camphor,  white. — Chinese  is  3s.  per 
lb.,  on  the  spot. 

Castor.  —  In  minimum  2-ton  lots  the 
price  of  pharmaceutical  quality  for 
prompt  delivery  is  £156  per  ton,  naked, 
ex  mill  in  non-returnable  drums.  For 
January  delivery  the  price  is  £148. 

Citronella.  —  Firm.  Prices  (per  lb.) 
are:— Ceylon,  spot,  3s.  9d.  per  lb.;  ship- 
ment not  offering.  Java,  6s.,  in  bond,; 
shipment,  5s.  9d.,  c.i.f .;  Formosa,  5s.  10|d. 
to  6s.  Id.,  c.i.f.;  spot  not  offering. 

Dill. — B.P.  English-distilled  oil  is  quo- 
ted at  60s.  per  lb.  Imported  oils  are 
offered  at  from  30s.  to  46s.  per  lb.,  as  to 
origin. 

Eucalyptus.  —  Drum  lots  of  70  to  75 
per  cent,  eucalyptol  on  the  spot  are  5s. 
per  lb.,  and  80  to  85  per  cent.,  5s.  6d. 

Fennel. — Spanish  sweet  on  the  spot  is 
quoted  from  9s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Geranium.  —  Bourbon  on  the  spot  is 
79s.  per  lb.  Shipment,  76s.,  c.i.f. 

LavandiN.  —  Spot  values  are  from 
14s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Lemongrass.  —  Firm.  East  Indian  is 
7s.  7|d.  on  the  spot  and  7s.  6d.  per  lb., 
c.i.f. 

Lime.  —  Supplies  of  West  Indian  dis- 
tilled are  offered  from  45s.  to  50s.  per 
lb.  on  the  spot. 

Nutmeg.  —  English-distilled  oil  is  from 
42s.  6d.  to  44s.  per  lb.  Imported  oil  is 
offered  at  25s.  per  lb.,  duty  paid  for  drum 
lots. 

Olive. — Pharmaceutical  oil  in  drums  is 
from  23s.  to  23s.  6d.  per  gall,  on  the 
spot,  ex  warehouse.  French  new-crop  oils 
are  not  yet  quoted  from  origin.  Spanish 
virgin  is  offered  on  the  basis  of  £214  per 
1,000  kilos,  f.o.b.,  Spanish  ports,  subject 
to  export  licence. 

Palmarosa.  —  East  Indian  is  from 
37s.  6d.  per  lb.,  on  the  spot,  and  32s., 
c.i.f.  foi  prompt  shipment.  Formosan, 
27s.  6d.,  spot. 

Patchouli.  —  Penang  for  shipment  is 
50s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  with  spot  offers  at 
57s.  6d. 

Pennyroyal.  —  Quotations  are  about 
12s.  per  lb.,  duty  paid. 

Peppermint.  —  Arvensis:  Chinese  is 
about  21s.  6d.  per  lb.,  spot  and  18s.  3d., 
c.i.f.,  December-January  shipment :  Brazil- 
ian (45  per  cent.),  14s.  3d.  spot;  forward, 
13s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Italian  "  Mitcham  "  type 
oil  is  52s.  6d.  per  lb.,  for  best  quality  on 
the  spot. 

Petitgrain.  —  Paraguay  on  the  spot  is 
18s.  per  lb.,  and  for  December-January 
shipment  is  scarce  at  16s.  10^d.,  c.i.f. 

Pimento.  — ■  English-distilled  berry  is 
about  70s.  per  lb.,  and  imported,  55s. 
Rectified  leaf  (imported),  25s. 

Pine. — Pumillionis  on  the  spot  is  from 
16  s.  per  lb.;  sylvestris,  9s.  Siberian 
(abietis),  10s.  6d. 

Rosemary.  —  Spanish  oil  on  the  spot 
is  about  5s.  9d.  per  lb.,  duty  paid,  for 
b.p.  quality. 

Rue. — Spot  offers  are  from  12s.  6d.  per 

lb. 

Sage. — Spanish  is  offered  at  from  9s. 
per  lb.,  spot. 

Sandalwood.  —  Mysore  is  70s.  per  lb. 
for  7  x  25-lb.  tins. 

Spearmint. — Offers  of  b.p.c.  quality  are 
from  57s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Thyme.— B.P.C.  is  about  9s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Vetivert. — Bourbon  in  original  drums 
on  the  spot  is  about  112s.  6d.  per  lb. 
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WORLD  TRADE 

Japanese    Sulphadiazine    Exports. — 

Three  Japanese  trading  firms  are  re- 
ported to  have  signed  contracts  with 
the  Export-Import  Corporation  of 
China  to  export  6,000  kilos  of  sulpha- 
diazine The  trading  is  to  be  on  a  barter 
basis. 


Tinnevelly  Senna  Shipments. — Ship- 
ments of  Tinnevelly  senna  from  Tuti- 
corin  during  November  were:  — 


United 

United 

Kingdom 

States 

Europe 

Bales 

Bales 

Bales 

Leaves 

65 

130 

205 

Pods 

73 

201 

Malayan  Import  Duty  Amendments. 

—  The  Malayan  Government  has  an- 
nounced a  series  of  import  duty 
amendments — including  a  number  of 
reductions  aimed  at  encouraging  im- 
ports of  certain  articles.  Among  the 
items  are: — Cameras  and  photographic 
appliances  (duty  reduced  to  10  per 
cent,  from  40  per  cent,  and  tariff  ex- 
tended to  include  blank  unexposed 
films,  sensitised  paper,  etc.);  cosmetics 
and  perfumery  (full  duty  reduced  to 
50  per  cent,  from  75  and  preferential 
to  25  per  cent,  from  50). 

Indian  Pesticide  Import  Duty. — The 
Indian  Government  has  exempted 
from  import  duty  twenty-one  specified 
pesticides  when  imported  from  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  standard  rate  of 
duty  has  also  been  reduced  to  10  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  Up  till  now  the  duty 
for  pesticides  imported  from  the  U.K. 
has  been  26  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
plus  5  per  cent,  of  the  total  duty,  and 
the  standard  rate  was  26  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  plus  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
plus  5  per  cent,  of  the  total  duty.  The 
exemption  from  duty  is  applicable  to 
the  chemicals  when  imported  in  their 
commercially  pure  form  and  not  to 
proprietary  products  even  though  these 
may  contain  as  an  ingredient  thereof 
the  chemicals  on  which  the  duty  con- 
cession is  now  granted. 

West-German  Chemical  Research.— 
The    West-German    Chancellor  and 
several     departmental     ministers  re- 
cently attended  a  meeting  of  repre- 
sentatives of  West  Germany's  chemical 
industry.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the 
decentralisation   of  the   industry  had 
entailed  a  far-reaching  change  in  the 
organisation  of  the  country's  chemical 
research,  whilst  the  industry  had  made 
available  considerable  sums  of  money 
for  scientific  research  through  a  fund, 
individual   firms   did   not  have  suffi- 
cient means  to  finance  research  com- 
parable to  pre-1939  standards.  They 
urged  the  Federal  authorities  to  make 
sums  available  for  research  in  order  to 
compete  in  world  markets  and  pointed 
to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United 
States  as  countries  which  were  "  not 
slow    in    seeking    State  assistance." 
Whilst  home  and  export  sales  showed 
an  improvement  on  1952  sales  to  Euro- 
pean countries  had  fallen  from  67  per 
cent,  of  the  total  chemical  exports  to 
58  per  cent.  The  most  marked  increase 
in  exports  was  in  the  American  mar- 
kets- they  totalled  D.m.  215  millions 
for   the   first   half   of    1953,  against 
D.m.  254  millions  for  the  whole  of 
1952  and  aggregated  some  20  per  cent, 
of  all  exports  of  chemical  products. 


TRADE  MARKS 

From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  November  25 

For  antesthetics  (5) 

ANGLOCA1NE,  716,572,  by  the  Distillers  Co. 
(Biochemicals),  Ltd.,  Liverpool. 
For  laxative  preparations  (5) 

BLANDLAX,  B721,389,  by  Boots  Pure  Drug 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Nottingham. 
For  all  goods  (5) 

ROPAS,   721,434,   by   B.   Owen   Jones,  Ltd., 
Transvaal,  South  Africa. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  for  treatment  of 
ulcers  in  the  stomach  and  intestines  (5) 
SUCMACO,   722,519,    by   Mospharm,  Maast- 
richt, Holland. 
For  medicinal  preparations  in  tablet  form  (5) 
EXECUTABS.     722,696,     by     Adrem,  Ltd., 
Toronto,  Canada. 

From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  December  2 

For    soil    conditioning    agents,    being  chemical 
products,  and  fertilisers  (1) 

LIMAX,   LIMMAX,   721,493-580,   by  Produx 
Industries,  Ltd.,  Luton. 
For  agricultural  and  horticultural  chemicals  (1) 
BOMAX,  721,581,  by  Produx  Industries,  Ltd., 
Luton.      CERTAGAM,     723,037,     by  Bayer 
Agriculture,  Ltd.,  London,  S.W.I. 
For  all  goods,  excluding  sachets  for  waving  the 
hair  (3) 

JUNO.  709,225,  by  Gerard  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Not- 
tingham. 

For  alt  goods,  excluding  polishing  preparations 
(3) 

CYCLOPHIL,   718,745,    by   Cyclo  Chemicals, 
Ltd.,  London,  W.C.2. 
For   non-medicated  toilet   preparations  (3) 

SPENGLERSAN.  719,161,  by  Paul  Arthur 
Meckel,  Germany.  BOROGEN.  720,564,  by 
Benson  &  Co.,  London,  W.l.  EN  PASSANT. 
722,833,  by  Coty  (England),  Ltd.,  London, 
W.l. 

For  hand  creams  for  toilet  purposes  containing 
glycerin  (3) 

GLYC-O-VEL,    719,822,    by    Sidney  Samuel 
Pollard,  Hounslow. 
For  all  goods  (3) 

JAZBRUN,  723,060,  by  James  Forbes  Brown. 
Dumbarton. 

For  all  goods  (5) 

Silhouette  of  woman's  head,  702,996,  by  Dr. 
August  Oetker,  Bielefeld,  Germany.  RIVA- 
DESCIN,  716,132,  by  the  Himalaya  Drug  Co.. 
Bombav,  India.  VASODIL,  717.636,  by  Carlo 
Erba  S.p.A.,  Milan,  Italy.  UNIBAR,  717,694, 
by  Rohm  &  Haas  G.m.b.H.,  Darmstadt. 
Germany.  DECALCIT,  720,560,  by  Bengue 
&  Co..  Ltd.,  Alperton.  CHIXIN,  722,226. 
by  Imperial  Chemical  (Pharmaceuticals),  Ltd., 
London,  S.W.I.  PROCIDETS,  722,841.  by 
Harker,  Stagg,  Ltd.,  London,  E.l. 
For  iodine  preparations  sold  in  the  form  of 
cakes  or  tablets  for  birds  (5) 
IODINE  NIBBLES,  B714.915,  by  Liverine. 
Ltd.,  Grimsby. 
For   pharmaceutical   preparations  (5) 

SPENGLERSAN,  714,947,  by  Paul  Arthur 
Meckel,  Bad  Godesberg  (22c),  Germany. 
AMBIOCIDE,  715,905,  by  Societe  d'Etudes 
et  de  Prospections  Cherifiennes,  Tangier. 
CHOLEDYL,  716,730,  by  Napera  Chemical 
Co.  Inc.,  New  York,  U.S.A.  COVICONE, 
717  807  by  Abbott  Laboratories,  Chicago, 
U.S.A.  DIGIVERON,  KOMBETIN,  718.291- 
94,  by  C.  F.  Boehringer  &  Soehne  G.m.b.H.. 
Mannheim- Waldhof,  Germany.  EUNATROL, 
718,296,  by  Vereinigte  Chininfabriken  Zimmer 
&  Co.  G.m.b.H.,  Manheim- Waldhof,  Ger- 
many. PERMEASE,  718,674,  by  Cilag,  A.G., 
Schaffhausen,  Switzerland.  VI-TUBES,  719,803, 
by  Graydon  Hume,  London,  W.l.  COM- 
PENON  720  626,  by  Organon  Laboratories, 
Ltd..  London,  W.C.2.  PANTOZYME,  722.089. 
by  Dr.  A.  Wander.  S.A.,  Berne,  Switzerland. 
KEYSTONE,  722,382,  by  Stephen  Smith  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  E.3.  BEN-HIST,  722,703, 
by  C.  L.  Bencard,  Ltd.,  London,  S.W.I. 
HYPERTENSAN,  722,745,  by  Medo-Chemi- 
cals,  Ltd..  London,  N.l.  MERBENTYL. 
723.123,  by  Vick  International.  Ltd.,  London, 
S.E.I. 


COMING  EVENTS 

Items  for  inclusion  under  this  heading  should  be 
sent  in  time  to  reach  the  Editor  not  later  than 
first  post  on  Wednesday  o(  the  week  of  insertion. 

Sunday,  December  13 

Junior  Branch,  Manchester  and  Salford 
Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  ramble 
from  Rudyard  Lake  to  Buxton.  Meet  at 
booking  office,  North-east  section,  London 
Road  Station,  Manchester,  at  9.15  a.m. 

London  Pharmacy  Ramblers,  eleven-mile  walk 
for  Holly  Hill  Viewpoint  and  the  Kentish 
North  Downs.  Meet  in  compartments  reserved 
in  name  of  Mr.  S.  Robinson  on  9,50  a.m. 
special  train  from  Victoria  (connection  from 
London  Bridge  9.34  a.m.  train  at  Crystal 
Palace  at  10.10  a.m.)  for  Meopham. 

Monday,  December  14 

Manchester  Branch,  Guild  of  Public  Pharma- 
cists, Crumpsall  Hospital,  Manchester,  at  7.30 
p.m.  Meeting  with  Scottish  Country  Dance 
Society. 

Merseyside  Branch,  National  Association  of 
Women  Pharmacists,  visit  to  Liverpool  Play- 
house and  supper  party.  Tickets  and  further 
information  from  Mrs.  J.  C.  Mills,  307  Sea- 
bank  Road,  Wallasey. 

Romford  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Unicorn  Hotel,  Gidea  Park,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Address  and  demonstration  on  "  Barrier 
Creams/'  by  Mr.  A.  S.  Hughes  (Innoxa  (Eng- 
land), Ltd.). 

Southampton  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Polygon  Hotel,  Southampton,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Members'  evening,  "  Hobbies  and  Interests." 

Wednesday,  December  16 

Dundee  and  Eastern  Scottish  Branch,  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  Steeple  Club  rooms,  80 
Nethergate,  Dundee,  at  7.30  p.m.  Mr.  W. 
Robertson  on  "  In  Search  of  Colour." 

Thursday,  December  17 

London  Branch,  Guild  of  Public  Pharmacists, 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.I,  at 
7  p.m.  Mr.  D.  M.  E.  Thomas,  M.D.. 
M.R.C.P.,  on  "  The  Application  of  Silicones 
in  Pharmacy." 

Friday,  December  18 

Fine  Chemicals  Group,  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry,  chemistry  lecture  theatre,  King's 
College,  Strand,  London,  W.C.2,  at  7  p.m. 
Professor  D.  H.  R.  Barton  (Birkbeck  College) 
on  "  Steroidal  Alkaloids." 

PRINT  AND  PUBLICITY 

Advertising  Campaigns 

Kay  Bros,  Ltd.,  Hurst  Street,  Reddish,  Stock- 
port. Ches:  Advertising  for  Mermaid  nursery, 
toilet  and  household  sponges  is  now  appearing 
in  the  Radio  Times. 

Megoeson  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Llewellyn  Street,  Lon- 
don, S.E.16:  Peak  seasonal  advertising  of 
Meggezones. 

Pepsodent  (Sales),  Ltd.,  449  London  Road, 
Isleworth,  Middlesex:  Mentasol  tooth-paste  is 
being  backed  by  half-page  advertisements  in 
the  Daily  Express.  large  spaces  in  other  news- 
papers and  magazines,  and  posters. 

Philips  Electrical,  Ltd.,  Century  House, 
Shaftesbury  Avenue,  London,  W.C.2:  Special 
colour-page  advertising  of  the  Philishave  dry 
shaver  in  leading  magazines. 

Thermos  (1925),  Ltd.,  Seymour  Road,  Leyton, 
London,  E.10:  A  Christmas  advertisement  for 
Thermos  vacuum  flasks,  jugs  and  jars  is  now 
appearing  in  over  300  local  newspapers  and 
will  be  seen  by  over  20,000,000  people,  it  is 
claimed.  The  campaign  is  coupled  with  the 
company's  national  magazine  campaign. 

Yardley  &  CO..  Ltd.,  33  Old  Bond  Street, 
London,  W.l:  Just  before  Christmas,  big 
Yardley  advertisments  will  appear  in  many 
national  and  provincial  daily,  Sunday  and 
evening  newspapers,  and  in  The  Scotsman, 
The  Bulletin  and  The  Belfast  Evening  Tele- 
graph. 
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Tons  or  grammes . . . 


Whether  your  requirements  are  several  tons  of  a  drug  of 
liberal  dosage  or  a  few  grammes  of  a  potent  alkaloid,  you 
can  always  be  assured  of  equally  high  standards  of  purity  and 
quality  by  buying  'B.  W.  &  Co.'  Inquiries  are  invited  for: — 
Adrenaline  (base  and  bitartrate),  Atropine  (alkaloid  and 
sulphate),  Benzamine  Salts,  Bismuth  Salts,  Carbachol, 
Cmchophen.  Digitalin  Amorphous,  Diphenan,  Emetine 
Hydrochloride  and  E.B.I.,  Ephedrine  and  Salts, 
Ergometrine  Maleate,  Methylephedrine  Hydrochloride, 
Homatropine  (alkaloid  and  salts),  Hyoscine  Hydrobromide, 
Isoprenaline  Sulphate,  Ouabain,  Physostdgmine  Salts, 
Pilocarpine  Salts,  Strophanthin-K,  Sulphaguanidine  and 
many  other  alkaloids  and  glycosides. 


you  can  depend  on 

B.  W.  &  CO.  fine  chemicals 

ill 
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BURROUGHS  WELLCOME  &  CO.  (The  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd.) 
Chemical  Sales  Division,  1  83-  1  93,  Euston  Road,  LONDON 
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Like  aspirin 

it  is  analgesic,  sedative, 
anti-rheumatic 

Like  pure  calcium  aspirin 

it  is  soluble  and  bland 

By  providing  calcium  aspirin  in  stable,  soluble,  palat- 
able tablet  form,  'Solprin'  overcomes  the  physical 
and  chemical  defects,  not  only  of  aspirin,  but  of 
calcium  aspirin  itself  as  generally  prepared. 
Extensive  clinical  trials  with  'Solprin'  have  shown 
just  such  gratifying  results  as  might  be  expected  from 
so  remarkable  a  combination  of  properties.  Except  in 
cases  of  extreme  hypersensitivity,  aspirin,  in  the  form 
of  'Solprin',  can  now  be  administered  in  large  doses 
over  prolonged  periods,  without  gastric  or  systemic 
disturbances. 

SOLPRIN 

REGD. 

Stable,   soluble,  palatable   calcium  aspirin 

Solprin  is  not  advertised  to  the  public  and  is  available  only  on  prescription  (U.K.  and 
Northern  Ireland  only).  Dispensing  pack,  price  7/6  (Purchase  Tax  Free)  contains 
300  tablets  in  foil. 
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counter  speciality 


Sfl 

[chilblain  ere  ami 

selling 

points 

An  effective  remedy 
Non-greasy;  non-staining 
Prompt  relief  of  irritation 
Suitable  for  broken 
chilblains 

9d.  profit  on  every  sale 


NflS-GREASY 

as*® 


ginnatf*  \  chilblain  cream 


RETAIL:  per  tube. 
WHOLESALE: 

18/-  per  dozen  plus  tax. 


selling 
aids 


DISPLAY  OUTERS 

SHOWCARD  •  COUNTER  LEAFLETS 

illustrated  here 


Evans  Medical  Supplies  Ltd 


LIVERPOOL:  Speke,  Liverpool  19.    LONDON:  Ruislip  •  Middlesex 

NEWCASTLE:  Tower  House,  Tower  Street  •  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  •  SWANSEA:  4  Mariner  Street  •  Swansea 
GLASGOW  AGENTS:  The  New  Apothecaries  Company  Limited,  59  Glassford  Street    •    Glasgow    •  CI 
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BLI  VON 


for  ease  of  m  streSS 
in  meS 

such  as  :— 

•  before  dental  operation  and  minor  surgery 

•  before  examinations  and  interviews 

•  before  public  speaking  or  stage  performances 

Two  capsules  of  OBLIVON  ten  minutes  beforehand 
will  bring  ease  of  mind  whenever  it  is  necessary  to 
face  an  ordeal  requiring  a  calm  but  alert  mind. 

resentation 

Sea-blue  capsules  containing  2^omg.  methylpentynol. 

Containers  of  4,  25  and  100. 
Sea-blue  elixir  containing  2^0  mg.  methylpentynol  in  4  c.c.  (one  teaspoonful). 

Bottles  of  25  c.c.  and  100  c.c. 


A   British   Schering  Preparation 
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(continued  overleaf) 


From  the  Carnegie  Range  of  Fine  Chemicals 


CARNEGIES  OF  WELWYN  LTD 

Telegrams  :    '  CARNEGIES,  WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY 
Telephone  :   WELWYN  GARDEN  cooi 

(6  lines) 
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EYE  DROPS 


A  nCW  preparation 
for  the  prophylaxis 
and  treatment  of  infections  of  the  eye 


OCUSOL 


Because  of  its  unique  formulation, 
Ocusol  presents  all  the  advantages 
of  optimal  therapeutic  concentra- 
tions of  sulphacetamide  and  zinc 
sulphate  in  a  stable  and  non-irritant 
solution,  ocusol  offers  many  sig- 
nificant advantages: 


NON-IRRITANT  Adjusted  tonicity  and  pH. 

EFFECTIVE  Powerful  bacteriostatic  action  ;  increased  penetration  of  tissues. 
LONG-ACTING  Viscosity  ensures  minimal  loss  due  to  dilution  by  tears. 
STABLE  Buffered  and  self-disinfecting. 
ECONOMICAL  Greater  safety  and  efficiency  at  lower  cost. 


OCUSOL    I    EYE  DROPS 


Sulphacetamide  Sodium,  B.P.  5%  w/v.  Zinc  Sulphate,  B.P.  o.i%  w/v 

in  a  buffered  pH  adjusted,  viscous  medium.  Available  in  Dropper  Bottles 

of  i  fl.  oz.  May  be  prescribed  under  the  N.H.S.  retail  price  3/-  trade  price  2/- 


m 


Literature  and  further  information  from  the  Wholesale  and  Export  Department, 
BOOTS  PURE  DRUG  COMPANY,  LIMITED  NOTTINGHAM,  ENGLAND.  TEL.  NOTTINGHAM  45501 
LONDON  SALES  OFFICE  :  7 1  FLEET  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C.4  TEL.  CENTRAL  01 1 1 
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Bonus  offer 
on  all  Penetrol 
products! 


PENETROL  PENETROL 

INHALANT  INHALER 

Small  bottle  2/8  \  J-\-\ 

Large  bottle  4/- 


FOR  RETAIL  CHEMISTS  ONLY 

Bonus  package  free 
for  every  dozen  ordered 

We  pay  Purchase  Tax 

on  the  bonus    ,  (Kip  S MWS  v" 

This  offer  only  applies  to  orders  sent  in  December  and  January.  pastilles  1/9 

Order  now  for  delivery  in  December  and  January.   Penetrol  PENETROL 

is  nationally  advertised,  and  is  on  sale  only  to  Chemists.  PENETROL        TABLETS  Vfl  *°  5^10 

Make  the  most  of  this  offer  by  cartwrights,  the  manufac- 
turers of  Moorlands  Indigestion  Tablets. 


VAPOUR  RUB 


1/7 


Profit  from  the 
Penetrol  offer 

fcinui  i 

■  mK''  H    B  ™™     1     W-    B<    CARTWRIGHT    LTD.,    RAWDON,  LEEDS 
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Children's  Aspirin  Tablets 


\S  manufacturers  of  the  first  soluble,  flavoured 
Children's  Aspirin  Tablets,  we  are  glad  to  announce 
that  there  has  been  a  steady  demand  since  their 
introduction  ;  and  repeat  orders  are  being  received 
daily.  A  fitting  testimony  to  the  quality  and 
popularity  of  this  successful  COX  product. 


Packed  in  any  of  our  attractive  C.  O.  B. 
styles.  Designs  prepared  for  special  packaging 
requirements. 

Packed  in  50's    ....    7/6  per  dozen 


Regd .  Trade  Mark 


ARTHUR  H.  COX  i,  CO.  LTD.  BRIGHTON 


4k 


HOME  TRADE 


"JUL 


EXPORT 


AGAR  AGAR 
MENTHOL 
PEPPERMINT  OIL 
VANILLIN 

Genuine  Imported 

and  all  other  Botanicals,  Gums, 
Waxes,  Essential  Oils  and  Spices 

JOHN  KELLYS  (London)  LTD. 

24   OLD   BROAD   STREET,  E.C.2 

Telephone  :  LONdon  Wall  4882,  6585  (3  lines) 
Telegrams:  "  Ergotine,  Stcck,  London" 


PASSMILL  UNITED 


Invite  enquiries 
for  Toilet  Rolls 
unbanded  or 
banded  to  your 
own  design  at 
competitive 
prices. 


TOILET  ROLL 
MANUFACTURERS 


LIME  STREET  ■  NEWCASTLE/TYNE  1.    Tel.:  22149 


NEW  YORK 


HAMBURG 


QUEEN 

Non  Allergic 

BEAUTY  PRODUCTS 

THE  SAFETY  FACTOR  IN 
EVERY   DAY  MAKE-UP 

Queen  beauty  products  form  a  complete  range 
of  toilet  and  beauty  preparations.  Including 
lipsticks,  specially  for  those  women  who 
have  sensitive  skins.  Queen  products  con- 
tain no  orris  in  any  form,  nor  any  other 
skin  irritants  AND  ARE  RECOMMENDED 
BY  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

Obtainable  from  your  Wholesaler 

or  direct  from  . . 
BOUTALLS     CHEMISTS  LTD. 
60  Lambs  Conduit  St.,  London,  W.C.I 
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many  chemists,  busily  concen- 
trating on  Xmas  sales,  neglected  to  re-order  Alka-Seltzer.  Then — as  usual  round 
about  Christmas — Alka-Seltzer  sales  rocketed.  We  were  bombarded  every  day  with 
urgent  orders  by  post,  telegram  and  telephone.   Don't  let  history  repeat  itself  .  .  . 

(J/uk/  Alka-Seltzer  vuml 


Sole  Distributors :  DON  S.  MOMAND  LTD,  58  ALBANY  STREET,  LONDON  N  W  I 

Telephone:  EUSton5l34  •  Telegrams:  Donsmo,  Norwest,  London      Sole  Distributors  for .  Miles  Laboratories,  Bridgend,  South  Wales 
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\RDLEY  press  advertisements  like  this 


ur  special  friends 

asant  and  easy  to  buy. 
d  to  your  Christmas  budget, 
iple  to  send, 
t  joy  to  receive. 

e  men  in  your  life 

>us  Yardley  toilet  necessities,  beautifully 
in  gift  cases,  from  10/6  to  34/3 

eryone's  delight 

Dncentrated  Yardley  Lavender 

'-  to  37/4,  Crystallised  Lavender  6/11; 

er  gift  cases  from  12/6  to  36/- 

ur  beauty-loving  friends 

ng  cases  of  thoughtfully-assorted 
'  beauty  and  make-up  preparations, 
II-  to  1\  gns. 

rfume  devotees 

:  them  a  Christmas  of  memorable  fragrance 

famous  Yardley  perfumes, 

them  '  Bond  Street ',  from  13/11  to  59/3 

s  a  bright  idea 

i  lipsticks,  nine  shades.    In  the  gilt  case,  6/9. 
'case,  7/11.    Refills,  3/- 


ILEY 


will  captivate 


the  gift  hunters 


who  read  the 


DAILY  EXPRESS  DAILY  MAIL 

OBSERVER  EVENING  NEWS 

EVENING  STANDARD  STAR 

SCOTSMAN  BULLETIN 

NEWCASTLE  EVENING  CHRONICLE 

MANCHESTER  DAILY  DISPATCH 

BELFAST  EVENING  TELEGRAPH 

All  this  in  addition  to  colour  and  black-and 

white  advertisements  now  appearing 

in  a  large  number  of  women's  magazines. 


No  need  to  tell  you  how  popular  Yardley 
gifts  are  at  Christmas.  Displays  in  your 
windows  and  on  your  counters  are  always 
profitable — and  especially  at  the  time 
when  these  advertisements  are  appearing. 
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30, 000  Doctors  now  know  about 


CLINICAL 


for  the  relief  of  rheumatic  and  other  pain 
associated  with  muscles  and  joints 

The  initial  response  by  the  medical  profession 
for  clinical  samples  has  been  overwhelming 
indicating  a  wide  interest  in  the  arthripax  approach 
to  rheumatic  therapy 

Pharmacists— be  ready  to  meet  prescription  demand  by  carrying 
adequate  stocks.  Supplies  can  be  obtained  from  leading  wholesalers 

Wholesalers— our  distribution  policy  is  to  recommend  retailers  to 
obtain  supplies  through  their  usual  wholesaler.  Please  ensure  you 
are  ready  to  meet  orders  by  holding  sufficient  stocks 

arthripax  cream 

Retail  1  oz.  tube  3/4  each  {inch  P.T.)  trade -24/-  doz.  (6/-  P.T.) 
Dispensing-trade  4  oz.  pots  5/8  plus  P.T.  8  oz.  pots  9/4  plus  P.T. 

arthripax  tablets 

Retail  64  tablets  7/10  each  {inch  P.T.)  trade-56/-  per  doz.  (14/-  P.T.) 
Dispensing-trade  100  tablets  6/8  plus  P.T.  250  tablets  15/4  plus  P.T. 

Detailed  Price  List  and  medical  literature  on  request 

PRODUCTS    LTD.,    RICHMOND,  SURREY 

Telephone :  Richmond  4023124  4409  5931 
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HEAD  OFFICE  &  WORKS:  MANSFIELD  ROAD.  OERBY.  Tel:  4  8  2  6  6  (4  lines) 
BRANCH  WAREHOOSE:  6R0SVEN0R  ST..  ASNTON  under  LINE.    Tel:  2816  (3  lines) 


Something  they  can  trust 

The  public  likes  something  reliable,  something  with  dependable  high  quality.  A  faithful 
following  is  the  public's  response  to  trustworthy  products  that  give  real  satisfaction. 

Such  is  the  popularity  of 

CUTICURA  SOAP 
CUTICURA  OINTMENT 
CUTICURA  TALCUM  POWDER 
CUTICURA  SHAVING  STICK 

There  is  a  growing  circle  of  discriminating  people  who  appreciate  high  quality  and  insist 
on  these  soothing,  protective,  fragrant,  mildly  medicated  Preparations,  for  care  of  the  skin. 
Just  display  one  each  of  these  eye-catching  firm  family  favourites  in  your  attractive  window, 
and  make  sure  this  steady  all-the-year-round  business  comes  your  way. 

CUTICURA  SOAPS,  OINTMENTS  AND  SHAVING  STICKS  HAVE  ALWAYS   CONTAINED  CHLOROPHYLL 
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The  Inventor  of 

roxy 

has  pleasure  in  announcing 
that  arrangements  have  now  been  completed 
for  the  distribution  of  the  famous 

ROXY 

WATERTIGHT 

BATHING  CAP 

from  December  19 j 3  by: — 
PAD  FACTORIES  LIMITED 

18,  Southampton  Road, 
London,  N.W.5 

Telephone :  Gulliver  5848 


The  price  of  the  <  Roxy  '  Cap  is  being  reduced  from  7/6  and 
will  now  retail  at  6/11  per  cap.     All  orders  should  be  addressed 
to  Pad  Factories  Ltd.,  who  will  be  pleased  to  send  a  colour  chart 
and  details  of  prices  on  request. 
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The  Improved 


Soluble  Towels 


*  ROUNDED  ENDS 

*  HIGHLY  BLEACHED  PURE  CELLULOSE  PAD 

*  WOVEN  GAUZE  COVERS 

*  SECURELY  ATTACHED  LOOPS 


have  everything 
your  customers 
want 


Comfort,  safety,  absorbency,  ease  of  disposal— these 
are  features  women  want  in  a  soluble  towel,  and  these  features  they  get  in  the  improved 
Vensilla  Soluble  Towels  now  in  production.  They  are  good,  reliable  towels.  They  will 
satisfy  your  customers.  They  will  help  your  sales. 

With  Vensilla,  as  with  Silcot  Cotton  Wool  Towels,  you  can  get  extra  discount.  Include 
Vensilla  in  your  next  order— and  make  sure  your  name  has  been  enrolled  in  the  Silcot 
Discount  Plan. 


MACDONALD 


SON  LTD 


HOPE  MILLS 


POLLARD  STREET 


MANCHESTER 


Delicious  fruit  drinks 
for  Diabetics 

ROSE'S  DIABETIC    LIME    JUICE    3/6  a  bottle 
ROSE'S  DIABETIC  LEMON 
OR   ORANGE   SQUASH   3/-   a  bottle 


All  specially  prepared  without  added  sugar 

FROM     HEALTH     FOOD     STORES     AND     LEADING  CHEMISTS 
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One-third  of  the  market  already  uses  a  denture 
cleaner  . . .  two-thirds  await  development 


1  in  3  of  the  twenty  million  denture  wearers  already  use  a 
specific  denture  cleaner.  But  the  other  two-thirds  still  use 
makeshifts.  Even  kitchen  scourers! 


Research  shows  that  when  customers  try  Steradent  they  keep 
on  buying  it.  Steradent's  lively,  new,  biggest-ever  advertising 
is  aimed  at  those  remaining  two-thirds! 

So  just  show  your  customers  that  you  stock  Steradent  and 
(if  we  may  strain  the  metaphor  beyond  endurance!) . . . 

Steradent 


Specially  made 
for  cleaning  dentures 
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tyke,  Ccm/»&te  Service 


a** 


WASHED  AND 
STERILIZED 
READY  FOR  USE 


AVAILABLE 
FROM  STOCK 


FITTED 
KORKALITE  MOULDED 
OR  ALUMINIUM  CAPS 


UNITED  GLASS  BOTTLE  MANUFACTURERS  LTD 

6  LEICESTER  STREET,  W.C.2    •   Telephone:  GERRARD  8611  (18  Lines)     Telegrams:  UNGLABOMAN,  LESQUARE,  LONDON 
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Antiseptic  Throat  Lozenges 


Because  '  SUCRETS '  soothe  sore  throats  in  a 
matter  of  seconds  each  purchaser  of £  SUCRETS ' 
lozenges  becomes  a  '  SUCRETS  '  salesman  ! 

Display  '  SUCRETS '  prominently  for  a  larger 
volume  of  more  profitable  ozenge  sales. 

Tins  of  24  individually  wrapped  lozenges. 


NEW  BONUS  TERMS 


Parcels  of  48  tins  — plus  6  TINS  FREE 
Parcels  of  144  tins  —  plus  24  TINS  FREE 

These  generous  terms  show  a  profit  of 
8|d. —  9d.  on  each  tin. 

'  Sucrets  '  retail  at  2/-  per  tin  (inc.  P.  Tax). 


SHARP  &  DOHME  LTD.  HODDESDON,  HERTS. 


SHARP 
DOHME 
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VAPEX  medicated  RUB 
—a  brand-new  product 
from  an  old-establishe 


VAPEX  medicated  RUB 

will  be  advertised  in  the 
following  papers  and  periodical 
starting  in  December 


Thomas  Kerfoot  &  Co.  Ltd.,  Vale  of  Ba 
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'nday  pictorial  circulation  5,263,000 

vily  mirror         circulation  4,536,000 

circulation  3,700,000 

circulation  2,124,000 


iVEILLE 

OM  AN  '  S  OWN 


Oman's  weekly  circulation  1,800,000 
cture  post  circulation  1,059,000 


^  Please  ask  our 
representative,  or 
write  direct  for  details 
of  special  bonus  terms. 


Vapex  Medicated  Rub  is  made  by  the  makers  of  Vapex  Inhalant  &  Inhaler 


mder-Lyne,  Lancashire 
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When  a  customer 

does 
this.. 


1 


these 


NON-SLIP 


Glasses  kept  perfectly  adjusted,  no 
matter  in  what  position  head  is  held. 

Made  of  specially  processed  corrugated 
Latex  in  three  sizes  to  fit  all  spectacles. 
Washable,  hygienic,  coloured  to  tone 
with  frames. 

Attractive,  quick-sale,  dispenser  show- 
card  allows  product  to  "  sell  itself." 

Retails  at  2/-  per  pair,  with  nearly  50% 
margin  of  profit  to  retailers. 


ASK  YOUR  WHOLESALER 
FOR  PARTICULARS 
OF  TRADE  TERMS, 
OR  WRITE  DIRECT 

TO  SOLE 
MANUFACTURERS 


Approximately 
'°.000  pairs  of 
spectacles  are  issued 
each  week  under 
'he  National  Health 
Scheme. 


EAGLE    GRIP   PRODUCTS  LTD 

273    WALWORTH    ROAD      •      LONDON,  S.E.I7 
Phone:  RODney  6088  &  4102 


Great  news!  Here's  yet  another 
sure-fire  selling  certainty  from 
Maw's  —  obtainable  as  always  "  from 
chemists  only  "  —  the  Dinky  Feeder 
Whether  a  baby  is  naturally  fed 
or  not.  the  unique  Dinky  Feeder 
is  a  boon  from  birth  right  through 
babyhood. 

The  Dinky  Feeder  is  the  ideal  way 
of  giving  orange-juice,  medicine  or  a 
soothing  drink.  A  unique  miniature 
feeder   and  pacifier  —  all  in   one  ! 


Mothers  of  young  infants 
will  thank  you  for  intro- 
ducing them  to  the  Dinky. 
You  will  find  it  a  brisk 
and  profitable  seller. 


'Miiiil,;' 


m 


DINKY 

FEEDER 


Retail  price,  in  carton  .  One  dozen, 

complete  with  cleaning  brush,      m   attractive   display  outer. 


V9 


14'- 


5  Maw  Son  and  Sons  Limited 
Barnet  England 
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Modess  November  Contest 
Won  by  Liverpool  Chemist 

First  place  in  the  Modess  November  Sales  Contest  goes  to 

H.  STANDISH  LTD.,  of  52  Bridge  Rd.,  Litherland,  Liverpool,  21, 

who  wins  the 

3  MONTHS'  STOCK  OF  MODESS  TOWELS  FREE! 

The  sales  assistants  share  a  cheque  for  £100 

Special  Consolation  Prizes  go  to  runners  up  in 

BELFAST,  CARDIFF,  DURHAM,  GLASGOW 
LIVERPOOL,  LONDON,  NOTTINGHAM,  PERTH 

Here  is  the  list  of  shops  in  the  above  towns  where  outstanding  results  by  counter 
assistants  are  being  rewarded  by  special  personal  consolation  prizes  .— 

Stranmillis  Hosiery  Store,  127a  Stranmillis  Rd.,  Belfast.  David  Morgan  Ltd.,  The  Hayes, 
Cardiff.  Murton  Co-op.  Society,  Woods  Terrace,  Murton,  Co.  Durham.  J.  A.  Tulloch, 
M.P.S.,  1236  Royston  Rd.,  Glasgow,  E.i.  Lewis's  Ltd.,  Ranlagh  Street,  Liverpool,  1 
Walters,  192  Fulham  Rd.,  S.W.10.  J.  B.  Tillott  Ltd.,  94  Marsham  St.,  Westminster,  S.W.i 
George  Reade  &  Son,  24  The  Broadway,  Westminster,  S.W.i.  Boots,  Pelham  Street, 
Nottingham.  City  of  Perth  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  Scott  Street,  Perth. 

YOUR  LAST  CHANCE! 
Enter  now  for  the  DECEMBER  SALES  CONTEST! 

Full  details  and  entry  form  in 
every  4  gross  pack  of  Modess 

or  direct  from  Personal  Products  Division  of  ^Jvnwrv  *JXvwh  (gt.  Britain)  ltd., 
6,  Buckingham  Street,  London,  W.C.2 
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1k  shape  of 
tkuu}$  to  Com/ 


Extensive 

NATIONAL 

ADVERTISING 

during  1954  will 
send  sales  soaring 
for 

RED  HEART 

DOG  AND  CAT  FOODS 


1954  will   be  Red  Heart  year  —  order  now  ! 

RED  HEART 


OG  A 


CAT  FOODS 


PRODUCTS     OF     JOHN     MORRELL     &     COMPANY     LIMITED,     LIVERPOOL     AND  LONDON 


cvs-21 
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THE  BRITISH 


Anew 
treatment 
for 

threadworm 
infestation 

'  Entacyl '  (piperazine  adipate 
tablets),  is  more  effective  than 
oxyuricides  hitherto  available. 
Its  action  is  rapid.  Its  taste 
is  pleasant.  Its  administration 
is  not  accompanied  by  nausea 
or  other  side  effects  even  in 
very  young  children.  Com- 
plete eradication  is  obtainable 
without  the  use  of  an  enema. 

'ENTACYL' 

Trade  Mark  (Brit.  Pat.  Appn.  No.  29123! 53) 

Tablets  containing 
Piperazine  Adipate  300  mg. 

PRICES  :  TRADE  RETAIL 

Bottles  of  25  tablets  J/-  5/5 

Bottles  of  100  tablets         lOj-  iy/6 

RUG       HOUSES  LT 


LONDON  N.I 


3  0 
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FREE  SAMPLE.  If  you've 
not  yet  tried  G///'s  Shampoo, 
the  makers  will  gladly  send 
a  generous  Free  Sample  on 
receipt  of  Trade  Card. 


BEAUT  I  SALES  LTD 


DANDRUFF  REMOVER 

When  you  sell  a  bottle  of  Gill's,  you  make  more  than  a  sale— you  make 
a  salesman.  Gill  s  is  so  effective  and  removes  Dandruff  so  surely,  that  every 
user  immediately  recommends  it  to  his  friends. 

The  ever  increasing  sales  are  all  through  word  of  mouth  recommendation, 
the  finest  possible  tribute.  Prove  it  yourself  by  sending  for  a  generous  free 
sample  together  with  descriptive  literature. 

Gill's,  available  from  good  wholesalers  at  16/8d.  dozen  to  retail  at  2/6d. 
per  bottle  (showing  a  handsome  profit),  is  suitable  for  children  as  well  as 
adults. 

Made  and  distributed  in  11  European  Countries. 

35  OLD  BOND  STREET,  LONDON,  W.I 


Hyde  Park  2565/6 


STANDARD 
SYNTHETICS 

LIMITED 

Distillers  of  ESSENTIAL  OILS  since  1923 

Manufacturers  o/AROMATICS,  PERFUME 
BASES  AND  FLAVOURS. 

We  specialise  in  CINNAMON  BARK  OIL. 

JUNIPER  BERRY  OIL. 
WINTERGREEN  OIL, 
FRENCH  LAVENDER  OIL. 
TERPENELESS  LEMON  OIL, 
PEPPERMINT  OILS,  PERFUME 
BASES,  ETC. 


76  GLENTHAM  RD.,  BARNES 
LONDON    -  S.W.13 

Telephone:  RIVeraide  3616 


Managing  Director: 
JOHN  LESLIE  HINDLE,  B.Sc. 


MODERN  EQUIPMENT 

r«es\  ^^^^  doMNte 


eSONS  LTD. 

»RKS 

11  TELEGRAMS,, 
'  ISAAC  WEBSTER 
5.  KIRK5TALL 


Tray  with  Fitzwell  Air  Lock  Cover  Medicament  Bottle  Stand 


A.  SEARLE  &  CO. 

SERLANCO  HOUSE,  245  St.  JOHN  ST.,  CLERKEN WELL,  LONDON,  E.C.I 

Telephones:  Terminus  1617.  1618  Telegrams:  "Serlsurg,  Smith,  London  "  Cables:  A.B.C.  and  Bentleys 


CORK  LINED  SLEEVES 


CORRUGATED 
PULL-THROUGH 
BOXES 


Compressed  Paper  Packing  Limited 

Horton  Road    -    West  Drayton    -  Middlesex 

Telephone:  WEST  DRAYTON  2237 
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for  fine  chemicals 
especially : 

ASPIRIN  B.P.  "FRE-FLO" 
CITRIC  ACID  B.P. 
SALICYLIC  ACID  B.P.  &  TECH. 
SODIUM  SALICYLATE  B.P. 
TARTARIC  ACID  B.P. 
VANILLIN  100% 


H.  W.  GRAESSER-THOMAS  LIMITED 

49  LEADENHALL  STREET, 

LONDON,  E.C.3 
TELEPHONES:  ROYAL  301 1-61 1 1 


May  we  quote  you  for  

GLAUBER  SALTS  bp. 

PEA  AND  FEATHERY  CRYSTALS 

EPSOM  SALTS  bp. 

allNIEpDL|RaCdReT^nFoMREMD,UtM6  SfmSRvt >:ES 

ALSO   COMMERCIAL.   BATH.   &   VETERINARY  QUALITIES. 

HARRIS,  HART  &  Co.  Ltd. 

GREGGE  STREET  WORKS 

HEYWOOD.  LANCS.  telephone* 

HA^'HEYWOOD.  LANCS.  HEYWOOD  6570 


BARIUM 
SULPHATE  B.P. 

Bariform  Brand  Barium  Sulphate  for  X-ray 
diagnoses  is  a  fine  white  powder  conforming  to 
the  B.P. 

Designed  for  the  preparation  of  barium  meals, 
it  has  excellent  suspensibility  and  extremely  fine 
particle  size. 

It  is  also  available  as  a  rapidly  dispersible 
paste. 


•it!**!' 


mm 


11 


HYDROGEN 
PEROXIDE 

10  and  20  volumes  in  bottles. 
A  wide  range  of  packs  and  labels 
available. 


LAPORTE 

Laporte  Chemicals  Ltd.,  Luton.  Tel.:  Luton  4390  Grams:  "Laporte  Luton' 


SELLS  AT  I  Old. 
FOR  THE  ROLL 
AND  9d.  FOR 
THE  FLAT 
PACK. 


Manufactured  by 

HAROLD  WESLEY 

HARLEY  MILLS  LONDON.  N.W.I0 


BURNSIDE'S   EUCALYPTUS  OILS 

Distilled  in  Australia  by  the  largest  distillers  and  refiners  of  E"-^"  ^jh 
in  the  world.-W.  K.  BURNSIDE,  PTY.,  LTD.,  MELBOURNE,  AUSTRALIA 


80/85%  Rectified  B.P. 
Oil  Euc.  Dives  40/45% 
Phellandrene 


70/75%  Rectified  B.P. 
Piperitone  90/95% 
Oil  Euc.  Phellandra 


UNIFORMITY  OF  QUALITY    •    CONSISTENCY    OF  ODOUR 
AgMtsforu.K,  WILSON  &  MANSFIELD,  LTD.,  15  Philpot  LANE,  LONDON  E  C J 

Phone :  MANSION  HOUSE  9264-5-6  (WHOLESALE  ONLY)  Grams    WYFIELD,  LONDON 
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A  supplementary  source  of  bile 
salts  and  pancreatic  enzymes  for 
the  treatment  of  functional  con- 
stipation. 

Encourages  the  re-establishment 
of  normal  intestinal  activity  and 
elimination,  without  catharsis. 
Prepared  in  compound  and 
plain  form  for  a  systematic  and 
progressive  plan  of  therapy, 
based  on  the  need  of  the  patient. 


FELOPAN  COMPOUND  (Blue-coated  Tablets)  FELOPAN  (Orange-coated  Tablets) 

For  initial  use  in  severe  cases  only.  For  routine  or  for  subsequent  therapy. 

Packings:  100,  retail  price  3/6d.  +  7d.  tax;  1,000  dispensing  pack. 
THE  RATIONAL  ANSWER   TO    FUNCTIONAL    CONSTIPATION  g|p 
COATES   &   COOPER   LTD  pyramid  works  .  west  drayton  .  Middlesex     4  ' 


Telephone: 
NORth  1076-1074 


JOHN  TYE^ 

*         &  SON  LTD.  1 

457-  463  CALEDONIAN  ROAD 
LONDON  •  N-7  North  1076-2074 


Teh  f rams: 
GEL  AT  I  NATE' 
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Edible 


Phosphate 


presents 


Available  as  a  white, 
sterile,    free  -  flowing 
powder   in   200,  100 
and  50  rnesh 


CALCIUM     AND  PHOSPHORUS 


IN    THEIR    MOST  READILY 


ASSIMILATED  FORM 


•    full   particulars,    samples    and    prices    on  request 


CALFOS  LTD.,  IMPERIAL  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.2      •      Phone:  TEMple  Bar  3629 


wmmmmmmmmmmm 


EXTRACT  OF  MALT 

WITH  COD  LIVER  OIL  (B.P.) 

WITH  FLAVOURING 


THE  CHOICE  OF  THE  FIRST  CLASS  CHEMIST 


Prices 

on 
request 
P.A.T.A. 

list 


EDME  LIMITED 


IMPERIAL  HOUSE,  84-86  REGENT  STREET  LONDON,  W.I 
Phone:  Regent  5563-4    Grams:  Edme,  Piccy,  London.    Works:  Mlstley.  Essex 


Window 

and 
Counter 
Displays 

FREE 
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WITH  EACH  AMPOULE 
LOCKED  IN  POSITION 


ONDU  LA 


ONDU  LA' 


A  perfectly  protected  nest  for  each 
ampoule,  with  the  grip  of  a  cycle  clip. 

Light  in  weight,  cumulative  protec- 
tion in  bulk 

Low    in    price,   simplicity  ensures 
speedy  filling. 

Made  in  rigid  Box  or  shell  and  slide. 

DESIGNED  FOR  AMPOULES  I.  2,  5  and  10  M  L   CAPACITY  GLASS  VIAlS.  THERMOMETERS.  Etc. 

ROBINSONS/CHESTERFIELD 

FULL  MANUFACTURING  RIGHTS  IN 
GREAT  BRITAIN   HELD  SOLELY  BY 

ROBINSON  Sr SONS  LTD 

WHEAT  BRIDGE  MILLS,  CHESTERFIELD 


London  Off.c:  KINGS  BOURNE  HOUSE, 229-231, HIGH  HOLBORN, W.C.I 


R.53 
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BIBBED  OVALS 


X 


f r 


i  n  n 
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TRADE 


MARK 


DISPENSING  BOTTLES 

1-oz.  to  20-oz 

BOW-FRONT  PANELS 

1-oz.  to  8-oz. 

TABLET  BOTTLES 

Nos.  1  to  1\  sizes. 

ROUND  SCREW  JARS 

Tall  and  Semi-squat. 


RIBBED  OVALS 

J-oz.  to  16-oz. 

PANELLED  FLATS 

1-oz.  to  4-oz. 

OLIVE  OIL  BOTTLES 

21-oz..  5-OZ.  &  10-OZ. 

VIALS 

i-oz.  to  3-OZ. 


WHOLESALE  ONLY 


•  Prompt  delivery  from  stock 

•  Packed  in  easily  handled  cartons 


NATIONAL  GLASS 
WORKS  (york)LTD. 

FISHERGATE.  YORK.  Tel.  YORK  3021. 
ALSO  AT  :     105    HATTON   GARDEN.    LONDON.  E.C.I. 

TEL.  HOLBORN  2146 


size 
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Peppermint,  etc 

*  Dega '  Brand  Specialities  — 
Terpertetess  Oils  &  Isolates,  Perfume 
Concentrates, 


CHJLS.  ZIIMHtCERIfcf  2&ZVTXV  &  co  ltd 

DEGA     WORKS,    WALMGATE     ROAD,     PERIVALE,     GREEN  FORD  MIDDX. 
Telephone:    Perivale  9121  (4  lines)     •     Telegrams:    Acidolan,  Greenford 
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PORTRAIT  OF  A 
BEST-SELLER 

Andrews  has  the  largest  sale  of  any 
effervescing  saline  in  the  world.  This 
is  because  : — ■ 

•  The  public  have  confidence  in  it. 

»    It  has  never  been  sold  by  exaggerated 
claims. 

•  Its   packing   and   keeping   qualities  are 
guaranteed. 

•  It  is  advertised  by  a  powerful  national 
campaign. 

Andrews 

for  INNER 
CLEANLINESS 


NATIONAL  FORMULARY 
B.P.  and  B.P.C. 

PASTILLES 

A\I> 

LOZENGES 

are  always  available 
in    ample  supply. 


GIBSON'S  SUPER  QUALITY 

"  MECCA"  COUGH  PASTILLES 
GIBSON'S  Chocolate  Wokm  Cakes 
GIBSON'S    Linseed,    Liquorice  and 

Chloro.  Pastilles 
GIBSON'S  Special  Catarrh  Pastilles 

ROBERT  GIBSON 

&    SONS  LTD. 

MANCHESTER  &  LONDON 


•  GT33/d3/53 


PRODUCTS 
IN  CONSTANT  DEMAND 


Lastonet  Arch  Binder 

affords  relief  in  cases 
of  strained  arches. 


Lastonet  Finger  Stall 

No  strap  or  binding 
needed.  Five  sizes. 


Lastonet  Elastic  Bandage 

Supplied  zoith  ordinary  National 
Health  prescription  Allows  full 
mobility  whilst  providing  firm 
and  constant  support. 

LASTONET  PRODUCTS  LTD.,  CARN 


Lastonet 
Foam  Rubber 
Metatarsal  Pad 

A  Lastonet  band  with  a 
supporting  pad  to  relieve 
arch  strain  and  tired  feet. 


Lastonet 
Adjustable 
Brace  Attachment 

Elastic  For  male 
wearers  of  surgical  stockings 

Liberal  discount  to  all  stockists 
BREA,  REDRUTH,  CORNWALL 
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for  digestive  upsets 


Exerting  an  immediate  and 
prolonged  neutralizing  action, 
'Milk  of  Magnesia'  Tablets  are  par- 
ticularly valuable  to  the  chronic  or 
casual  sufferer  from  dyspepsia 
and  acid  indigestion. 

Pleasantly  mint  flavoured  and 


disintegrating  readily  in  the  mouth, 
they  require  no  water  to  assist 
assimilation  and  may  conveniently 
be  carried  in  pocket  or  purse 
ready  for  use  whenever  the  first 
symptoms  of  pain  or  discomfort 
appear. 


'Milk  of  Magnesia 

TABLETS 


The  other  Phillips''  Proven  Products  are: — 


,5 

R.EQD. 


'Milk  of  Magnesia 

Of  unsurpassed  efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  a  wide  variety  of  conditions 
associated  with  gastric  acid  disturbances. 

'Mil-Par 9  REOD 

A  genuinely  mild  evacuant  ideally  suited  for  administration  to  young 
infants,  the  enfeebled,  sick  or  elderly. 

M  it H it if 'S  Dental  Magnesia  Toothpaste 

REOD. 

A  dentifrice  of  proved  efficacy  in  keeping  the  teeth  scrupulously  clean. 
Contains  '  Milk  of  Magnesia  '  to  neutralize  harmful  mouth  acids. 

'California  Syrup  of  Figs9  KEOD 

Compounded  from  the  natural  extracts  of  senna  and  figs.  A  gentle  yet 
efficacious  laxative  for  family  use. 


THE    CHAS.    H.    PHILLIPS    CHEMICAL    CO.    LTD.,    179    ACTON    VALE,    LONDON,  W.3. 
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SURGICAL  ELASTIC 
HOSIERY 


SURGICAL  BELTS 
TRUSSES  AND  SUNDRIES 

Over  60  years'  service  of  everything  surgical 

SURGICAL  HOSIERY  CO.,  LTD. 

Russell    Street,  NOTTINGHAM 

Telephone  No.  75903       Telegrams:  Surgical  Notts 


OVER  ISO  YEARS  REPUTATION 

KEARSLEYS 


THE  ORIGINAL 


WIDOW  WELCH'S  FEMALE  PILLS 


E*ublish«d  1787 
In  the  Reign  of 
King  George  III 


Over  lOd  BOX  PROFIT  by  ordering  I  dozen 
4/1  size.  Bonus  given  on  every  dozen  (13) 
It  pays  to  push  this  size. 

C.  &  G.  KEARSLEY  LTD. 

71    DARTMOUTH   ROAD,   LONDON,  S.EJ3 


bismuth 

in  the  treatment  oj 
GASTRITIS 

HYPERCHLORHYDRIA 
PEPTIC  ULCER 


ensures 

neutralization  of  Acidity 
rapid  Symptomatic  relief 
protective  coating  on  Ulcer 
rapid  healing  of  Mucosa 

Illustrated  literature  on 

BISMUTH  THERAPY 

available  from 

BISMUTH  RESEARCH  DEPARTMENT 

MINING  &  CHEMICAL  PRODUCTS  LTD. 

86  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C.2 


DICTIONARY  OF  SYNONYMS 

For  the  pharmacist  and  his  staff. 
Contains  over  7,000  synonymous  terms. 

5/4   POST  FREE 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist 

28  ESSEX   STREET.    LONDON,  W.C.2 


"  Sweetheart  " 

DRINKING 


'  Drinkrite 

STRAWS 


special  SMALL  PACKS  of  25,  50  and  '00  straws. 
Order  now  and  INSIST  on  these  brands  for  QUALITY. 

HYGIENIC  DRINKING  STRAWS  CO.  LTD., 

LARKHALL,  Lanarkshire 


TANNIC  ACID 

AND  DERIVATIVES 


THE     BRITISH     DYEWOOD     COMPANY  LIMIT 

19     St.     VINCENT     PLACE        GLASGOW,     C  I 
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A  BRITISH  PRODUCT 


tnzj 

-DEPENDABLE- 


RESILA 
EIGHT 


A  new  registered  design  in  which  a  tapered  glass  reservoir  is  screwed 
-  into  a  wide  black  plastic  base.  An  outstanding  Medical  Spray  for  water  or 
light    oil    solutions,    efficient    and    economical    to    the    last  drop. 

A  CHEMIST'S  OPINION — "  YOUR  RESILA  EIGHT  is  a  wonder- 
ful job,  and  most  reliable." 

WELL  ADAPTED  FOR  N.H.S.  SUPPLIES 
PRICE  8/9  each 

Special  Terms  to  Wholesalers  on  Application 

BRmmMMWiMdbM 

38  SOUTHWAHK BRIDGE /:/,;/ ROAD •  LONDON  •  S  •  E  •  I 

WAT4874/6 
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chemicals  are  of  the  finest  quality 
jtainable  and  are  manufactured  entirely 
in  the  U.K.  under  the  supervision  of 
skilled  chemists. 


CITRIC  ACID 
TARTARIC  ACID 
CJpAM  OF  TARTAR 
IMODIUM  POTASSIUM  TARTRATE 
LITHIUM  SALTS 
CALCIUM  GLUCONATE 
SODIUM  GLUCONATE 
GLUCONO  DELTA  LACTONE 

(GLUCONIC  ACID  ANHYDRIDE) 

ACID  SODIUM  CITRATE 
ITACONIC  ACID 


KEMBALL,  BISHOP  &  CO.,  LTD. 


CROWN    CHEMICAL  WORKS 

Telephone:  ADVANCE  1234  (7  Lines) 


THREE    MILL  LANE 


ESTABLISHED  1870 


BROMLEY-BY-BOW    ■    LONDON    •  E.3 

Telegrams  :  KEMBALL  BOCHURCH,  LONDON. 


e**l» 


USABLE  OVER 
AND  OVER 
AGAIN  ! 

Stylish 


What  more  appropriate  to  an 
immaculate  display  than  the 
glossy  whiteness  of  Kennett 
Price  Markers.   They  are 
modern,  beautifully  designed, 
washable  and  permanent.  Each 
set  contains  an  unlimited  number 
of  price  combinations.  The  num- 
erals are  solid  white  plastic,  V  high, 
and  clip  into  a  black  plastic  base. 
They  are  almost  indestructible  and 
fully  guaranteed. 

Sets  from  44/-,  WITH  ALPHA- 
BET SETS  TO  MATCH. 


KENNETT 

PRICE  MARKERS 


Send  for 
FREE  SAMPLE! 


55  Eastgate  Street,  Winchester,  Hants. 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
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X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
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V 


EADE'S  PILLS 

&  ANODYNE 


OINTMENT 

A  100-year  old  repu- 
tation for  efficacy  in 
the  relief  of  the  pains 
of  Rheumatism, 
Gout,  Lumbago, 
Sciatica  &  Neuritis. 

C.F.  P.A.T.A. 


EADE'S  PILLS 

EADE'S  ANODYNE 
OINTMENT 

RETAIL 

(inc.  Pur.  Tax) 

WHOLESALE 

(Plus  Tax) 

RETAIL 

(inc.  Pur.  Tax) 

WHOLESALE 

(Plus  Tax) 

1/9 
3/10 
6/6 

13/3  doz. 
28/9  doz. 
48/6  doz. 

1/9 
3/10 

13/3  doz. 
28/9  doz. 

EADE'S  PILLS  LTD.  (Dept.  D  &  Y) 
252  Goswell  Road,  London,  E.C.I.    ClerKenwell  3370 
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X 
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HALL  FORSTER  &  CO.  LTD. 

offer  a  complete  service  in 

DRUGS  •  ETHICALS  •  GALENICALS  •  ANTIBIOTICS 
ADVERTISED  PROPRIETARIES   •   SURGICAL  DRESSINGS 
PACKED  COUNTER  GOODS    •    TOILET  ARTICLES 


HALL  FORSTER  &  CO.,  LTD.  •  NEWCASTLE  upon  TYNE 

Established  over  half  a  century 


Dr.  J.  Collis  Browne's  Chlorodyne 


and 


The  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1931 


U.Collis  BrowneX 


SALE    RESTRICTED    TO    REGISTERED  CHEMISTS 


PURCHASER'S   SIGNATURE   NOT  REQUIRED 


PAT.  A. 


Sole  Proprietors  : 

J.  T.  DAVENPORT  LTD. 

UNION  STREET       -  LONDON,|S.E.I 
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AN  ALL  COTTON  WOOL  PRODUCT 
OF  REPUTE 


SUPERFINE  QUALITY 

ALL  WOOL  SANITARY  TOWELS 


LOOPED  ENDS 
NON- ABSORBENT  BACK 


WHOLESALE  ONLY 


ROBERT   BAILEY   &  SON,  LTD. 

SURGICAL  DRESSINGS  MANUFACTURERS 
DYSART   STREET.   GREAT    MOOR.  STOCKPORT 
Phon.-  STEPPING   HILL  3006/7  Grams: "UNDISPUTED"  STOCKPORT 


We  invite  your 
enquiries  and  orders  for 

Drugs,  Galenicals, 
B.P.,  B.P.C.,  N.F.  Preparations,  Tablets, 
Pills,  Ointments,  Capsules, 
Chemists'  and  Druggists*  Sundries, 

Surgical  Dressings,  Plasters, 
Appliances,  Ethicals,  Patents  and 

Toilet  Preparations  at  competitive  prices 


Daily  delivery  service  in 
the  Greater  London  Area 


December   12,  1953 

Of  course  you 
stock  PrestohandP 

They  '11  all  be  asking !    There 's 
a  minor  injury  in  the  family 
...  or  else  their  supply  has  just 
run  out.    More  and  more  folk 
are    saying    they    must  have 
Prestoband  handy.  They  like  this 
quickest,  cleanest,  healthiest  dress- 
ing for  wounds;  this  safest,  most 
comfortable  strapping.    It's  easy 
on,  painless  off,  and  no  mess 

left  behind! 
-,t    Keep  apace  with  demand  (and 
\   our  national  advertising) 
\  and  stock  antiseptic,  water 
m  resistant,pinless,knotless, 
neat  and  tidy  Prestoband. 

Generous  trade  terms.  Packed 
in  attractive  display  outers. 
3  widths;  2",  1"  or  f"  at 
1/6,  9d.  or  7d.  a  4-yard  roll. 

Made  by  Vernons  of  Pres- 
ton. Sole  Distributors  in  the 
U.K.  are  Fassett  &  John- 
son, Ltd.,  86  Clerkenwell 
Road.  London,  E.C.I;  and 
in  Eire,  Fassett  &  Johnson 
(Ireland),  Ltd.,  6  Crow 
Street,  Dublin. 


PRESTOBAND 

THE  ANTISEPTIC  SELF-ADHESIVE  BANDAGE 

¥ sticks  tv  'itzeJP,  but  not  to  tke  shm-1^ 


SANCTIONED  ON 
N.H.S.  Prescriptions  ( Form  E.  C.io) 

EPHAZONE 

tablets 

The  rational,  symptomatic 
.  remedy  for 
bronchial  spasm  in 

ASTHMA  &  BRONCHITIS 

Containing  in  each  tablet : 
Ephedrine  f  grain  -  Theobromine  \  grain 
Phenazone  i  grain,  Calcium  gluconate  \  grain 

This  preparation  is  not  advertised  to  the  general  public. 

EPHAZONE  LTD 

BROOK    ST.    LONDON    WI     TEL:    MAYFAIR  5496 
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The  lively  advertising  campaign  now  running  in  the  Radio  Times  is 
creating  a  big  demand  for  Mermaid  Sponges.  See  that  you  get  your 
share  of  this  new  business  by  displaying  the  eye-catching  showcards 
and  counter  basket  in  your  shop.  Mermaid  Sponges  are  made  in  4  shades 
and  in  varying  grades  for  nursery,  toilet  and  household  purposes* 

REGULARLY   ADVERTISED   IN    THE   RADIO  TIMES 

Novel  Competition  -  £500  Cash  Prizes 
There's  generous  profit  for  you  in  this  new  line 


Parcel  I 

6  Toilet  Sponges  10/- 
3  Baby  „  4/- 
3  Bath  „  6/6 
I  Large  Bath  Sponge  3/- 

Net  23/6 
(Retail  value  41/1  \) 


femfttmq  Bonus  Offer 

FREE  with  first  order :  I  Mermaid  Sponge,  plus  Display 
Basket,  Showcard  and  Price  Tickets. 


Parcel  2 

12  Toilet  Sponges  20/- 
6  Baby  „  8/- 
3  Bath  „  6/6 
I  Large  Bath  Sponge  3/- 
I  Bath  Mat  15/8 


OR 

Mixed  selection  from  the  full 
range,  with  a  7J%  discount 
on  orders  of  £5  and  up. 


Less  5%  discount  53/2 
(Retail  value  93/ |i) 
All  carriage  paid  and  all  plus  P.T.  Usual  trade  terms  and  brochure  on  request. 
Order  from  your  usual  Wholesaler  or  direct  from  us. 


cJHermaid 


NURSERY,  TOILET  AND  HOUSEHOLD  ^jj^l ' 

sponges  * 

KAY   BROTHERS  LIMITED,  HURST  STREET,   REDDISH,  STOCKPORT 
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K SPONGES 

Only  the  best  of 
Natural  Sea 
Sponges  are 
good  enough  to 
carry  the  name 
"  RELIANCE." 
Our  widespread 
organisations  are 
the  largest  bulk 
buyers  of  spon- 
ges.  Our  ware- 
houses are  based  on  the  Greek  Island  of 
Aegina  in  the  centre  of  the  Mediterranean 
fishing  industry. 

Attractive  display  materials  and  interesting 
literature  are  at  your  disposal.  Your  en- 
quiries will  receive  our  expert  attention  and 
a  representative  will  gladly  call  on  request. 

CRESSWELL  BROS.  SPONGES 

(World  Natural  Sponge  Suppliers  Ltd.) 
LARGEST   PROCESSORS    AND  STOCKISTS 
OF  NATURAL  SEA  SPONGES  IN  THE  WORLD 

International  Building,  Buck  Street,  Camden  Town, 
London,  N.W.i 

Phone  :  GULliver  5462/3.   Telegrams  :  Sponge,  Norwest,  London 


Show  YESTAMIN 
in  your  shop  NOW 

Counter  and  window  displays  of 
YESTAMIN  will  pay  their  way.  Large 
space  national  advertising  supports  this 
popular  and  low  priced  dried  brewers' 
yeast  which  daily  gains  increasing  recogni- 
tion as  an  invaluable  adjunct  to  the  national 
diet.  Take  your  share  of  this  growing  mar- 
ket now.  YESTAMIN  sales  most  often 
mean  repeat  sales! 

SO  TABLETS  _^rk, 
RETAIL  1/3    ■    TRADE  10/6  PER  DOZEN 

100  TABLETS 

RETAIL  l/IOi  •  TRADE  15/9  PER  DOZEN 

300  TABLETS  nrrrKi 
RETAIL  4/9     •    TRADE  40/-  PER  DOZEN 


YEST 


THE   ENGLISH   GRAINS   CO..   LTD.,   SHOBNALL  ROAD,  BURTON-ON-TRENT 


ILON  Products 
now  available. .. 


1 1  ON  ABSCESS  SALVE  has 

been  found  an  infallible  remedy 
for  the  treatment  and  elimination 
of  Boils,  Carbuncles  and 
Abscesses.  Rapid  and  painless 
in  its  action — four  applications 
being  normally  sufficient. 

'  ILODERM ' — manufactured  by 
the  same  Company  is  excellent 
in  the  treatment  of  Burns,  Der- 
matitis and  most  other  Skin 
Ailments. 

•  There  is  no  penicillin  or  other 
Antibiotic  in  any  of  the  ILON 
products. 


ILODERM 

TUBE  WITH  ABOUT  30  GRAMMES 


Concessionaire:  T.  V.  DUNCAN.  ESQ.. 
181    BLAIRBETH   ROAD,  BURNSIDE, 
LANARKSHIRE,  SCOTLAND 

ILON   CHEMISCHE  INDUSTRIE, 
FREIBURG,  GERMANY 
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...  .diTY  OF  c*mLy  E$T/|P 


* 

* 
* 
* 
* 

¥ 


fibMlY 

r  ■  When  a  famous  firm  like 

Evan  Williams  introduce  a  new  product 
it's  bound  to  be  good  and  it's  bound  to  be  popular 
—  which  is  amply  confirmed  by  the  continuous  upward  sales 
trend  of  the  new  Liquid  Lanolin  Shampoo.  Nation-wide 
advertising  and  point  of  sale  aids  are  supporting 
the  natural  selling  appeal  —  be 
sure  you  can  keep  pace  i  n  II  I  0 


with  public  demand  ! 


LIQUID  LANOLIN 
SHAMPOO  SACHET 

Packed  in  attractively  coloured 
sachets  with  easy  tear-off 
corner  for  use.  Supplied  in  an 
attention-commanding  display 
outer  holding  THREE  DOZEN 
sachets. 

An  I       per  gross 

"    (plus  10/6  Purchase  Tax) 


rting  — 


*********** 


This  attractive  counter 
display  card  in  full 
colour  is  now  available. 

*  sales  Dept.,  EVAN  WILLIAMS  CO.  LTD., 

AINTREE  R0..  PERIVALE,  MIDDX. 


of 

HOSPITAL  SHEETINGS 

HOT  WATER  BOTTLES 
BATHING  CAPS,  Etc. 


TPH-MOLETOK.  SAXFORD.  6.  LA'KGS. 


48 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 

Supplement 


December  12,  1953 


SELL  HIM  AN 


Allegro 

Made  in  Switzerland 

RAZOR  BLADE  PERFECTOR 

Not  just  another  honer— The  Allegro  perfects  the  edge  of  even  new  blades. 
The  Allegro  sells  the  luxury  of  a  perfect  blade  for  every  shave.  Attractive  .y 
finished  and  smartly  boxed.  As  advertised  in  large  circulation  men  s  magazines 
Prices  32/-  and  43/7  (including  P.T.)    Subject  to  full  Trade  Discounts. 


Sole  Distributors  ; 


CONDRUP  LTD.,  67-73  Worship  Street,  E.C.2 


For  ordinary  open  razors 
The 

Allegro  FLEXIBLE 

is  the  Strop  par 
excellence. 


Hones 
and  Strops 


Prices:  17/5  to  34/10  each. 

including  P.T. 


Enquiries  invited  for — 


ASXsP.H«NnTdA»«Ti 

PHEM.TONE.      BU;LLOBARB.TONE  PHEt 
HEXOBARB.T°NE-^1ToNE>  ETC*.  ETC. 


Manufactured  by 


PIERSON,  MORRELL  &  CO 

THE  ORIGINAL  BRITISH  ASPIRIN  MAKERS 


LTD. 


BARNET,  Herts. 


Telegrams  :  Pierson  Morrell  Barnet 


Telephone  :  BARnet  0723 
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SALES  OF 


Silvikrin 


are  going  UP  and  UP  and  UP 


Since  1951,  sales  have  nearly  quadrupled!  The  recently  intro- 
duced Silvikrin  sachet  (packed  in  a  special  handy  3  dozen  dis- 
play outer)  is  already  established  as  a  brilliant  success.  This 
means  that  more  and  more  women  have  tried  Silvikrin  Liquid 
Shampoo— and  have  become  regular  users!  Be  sure  to  keep  pace 
with  the  eager  and  increasing  demand  for  Silvikrin  Liquid 
Shampoo— look  to  your  stocks  of  bottles  and  sachets  NOW! 


SILVIKRIN  LABORATORIES  LIMITED  -  County  Building,  Honeypot  Lane,  Stanmore,  Middlesex  •  Wordsworth  4321 
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can  be  kept  comfortable 
and  satisfied  with  the 


BROOKS 

THE  BROOKS  service  ensures  a 
correctly  made-to-measure  Brooks  Elastic 
Band  Truss  for  the  type  and  degree  of 
the  hernia  involved,  thus  ensuring  fit, 
comfort,  safety  and  absolute  satisfaction. 

The  method  of  ordering  can  be  on 
stockist  fines  when  the  chemist  has  fit- 
ting-room facility  and  there  will  be  co-op- 
eration about  the  types  of  trusses  to  stock 
for  functioning  promptly  and  efficiently. 

If  preferred,  there  can  be  use  of  the 


ELASTIC 
BAND  TRUSS 

individual  chart  method.  An  expert  fitter 
will  study  it,  and  see  to  the  making  and 
supply  of  the  suitable  truss  quickly. 

Both  are  carefully  thought-out  methods 
of  ordering  and  leave  nothing  to  chance. 
Today,  the  Brooks  organization  is  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 


Appliances  supplied  under  the 

NATIONAL    HEALTH  SERVICE 


BROOKS  APPLIANCE  CO.  LTD. 


80  CHANCERY  LANE,  LONDON,  W.C.2. 
HILTON  CHAMBERS,  HILTON  STREET,  MANCHESTER  I. 


66  RODNEY  STREET,  LIVERPOOL 


9  59  A 


NEW  DESIGN 

CHRISTMAS 
WRAPPING  PAPER 

CARRIER  RAGS 

Samples  &  prices  on  application  to  :- 

COLOROLL  LTD. 

72  TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD, 
LONDON,  W.I 

MUSeum  0655 


The  Silky  Soft  Absorbent 
Tissue  that  is  preferred 


I  V  HANKIE  TISSUES 

RETAILS  FROM  l/6d. 

Tissues  have  come  to 
stay — it's  just  a  case 
of  selling  the  BEST 
to  make  and  keep 
customers.  VANITY 
are  produced  by 
THE  PAPER  SPEC- 
IALISTS—packed  at- 
tractively and  come  to 
you  in  display  cartons 
worthy  of  your  win- 
dows and  counters. 


4d. 

POCKET  PACK 

for  Travel,  School,  etc.  (24 
large  size  White  Tissues) 
In  the  carton  that  does  not 
disintegrate  in  use. 


BOUDOIR  CARTONS 


(150  in  White  or  assorted 
Pastel  colours)  or  Cellophane 
Wrapped  150  and  180; 
assorted  shades  if  required. 


FREEDER  BROTHERS  PAPER  MILLS 

BRIMSDOWN,     ENFIELD,  MIDDLESEX 

Telephone:  Howard  1847  (3  lines)      Teletrams:  Sy/kocreAe.  Enfield.  M.ddles** 
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STABLE  STANVAKVISGV 


"In  a  recent  preparation, 
'Senokot',  the  manu- 
facturers have  succeeded 
in  eliminating  all  the 
disadvantages  of  senna 
while  preserving  its  well- 
recognised  advantages . . . 
It  is  a  valuable  ally  in  the 
cure  of  chronic  constipa- 
tion as  well  as  an  aperient 
for  occasional  use,  and  it 
appears  to  have  no  contra- 
indications." 

The  Practitioner, 
March,  1953 


TABLETS  and  CHOCOLATE  GRANULES 

Extensive  clinical  trials,  in  hospitals  throughout  the 
country  on  subjects  of  ages  varying  between  3  and  86, 
have  established  Senokot  as  a  highly  efficient  and 
physiological  laxative. 


CATEGORY  3 

Joint  Committee  on  Prescribing 


ON  EX.  10 

2  doses  cost  approximately  Id. 


TABLETS  :  Bottles  of 
50,    100,   500,  1,000 


GRANULES  : 
Tins  :  2  oz.  and  2  lb. 


Literature  and  Samples 
on  request 


"The  real  significance  of  'Senokot' 
lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  the  first  standardised  preparation 
of  an  anthracene  drug  to  appear.  A  dependable  dose 
should  greatly  increase  the  usefulness  of  senna,  and  the 
makers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  a  worth-while 
pharmacological  and  therapeutic  advance." 

The  Medical  Press,  14th  November,  1951 


WESTMINSTER    LABORATORIES    LTD.,    CHALCOT    ROAD,  LONDON, 
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From  18th  December  1953  orders  and 
enquiries  relating  to 

Dispel 

QUiCK-WICK  AIR  REFRESHER 

and 


Dip 


PERMANENT  PLASTIC  STARCHER 

should  be  addressed  to 


ADVANCE  INDUSTRIES  LTD. 
116  Buckingham  Avenue, 
Slough*  Bucks. 

TELEPHONE:  SLOUGH   2  1  86  5  TELEGRAMS:  ADVANCE,  SLOUGH 

{A  subsidiary  of  Nicholas  Products  Laboratories  Ltd.) 
Members  of  the  "Aspro"  Group  of  Companies. 
Now  the  owners  of  the  businesses  of  "Dispel"  and  "Dip" 


Printed  by  The  Haycock  Press,  Ltd.,  106-140  Neate  Street.  Camberwell,  S.E.5,  wri  57/23 

and  published  by  the  Proprietors  Mor^n  Brothers  (Publishers!.  Lim.ted.  at  28  Essex  Street.  Strand.  London.  W.C.2.  57/ 
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CAFFEINE  ALKALOID  &  SALTS 
THEOBROMINE  ALKALOID  &  SALTS 


WHIFFEN  &  SONS  LTD  ,  NORTH  WEST  HOUSE,  MARYLEBONE  ROAD,  LONDON,  N.W.I 
Telephone:  PADdington  1041/6       Telegrams:  Whit) en,  Norwest,  London 


£     CLINICAL  THERMOMETERS 

HOUSEHOLD  THERMOMETERS 
O     INDUSTRIAL  THERMOMETERS 

G.  H.  ZEAL  LTD 

LOMBARD  RC  \D,  MORDEN  ROAD,  LONDON,  S.W.I9 

Telephone:  LIBERTY  2283-4-5-6  &  4201  Cables:  "ZEALDOM"  LONDON 


